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Abstract: Genetic issues related to cat biology are separated from those related to cat 
conservation for cheetahs, lions and pumas. This does not diminish the importance of genetics 
issues for conservation of cats. It merely points to the need to distinguish when a traditional 
scientific discipline can, or cannot contribute to practical conservation. While no single issue will 
constitute the sole concern in felid conservation, conservation genetics will continue to be an 
important tool in the attempts to confront the complex landscape of problems in today's world. For 
the cheetah, if problems are only chalked up to inbreeding due to their evolutionary history, one 
may conclude that humans have little impact and the species is genetically doomed. However, 
field studies have shown that human behavior have impact on the species' success. 










