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Abstract: Correspondence about the situation of cheetahs and wild dogs in the Masai Mara reserve and 
the surrounding areas. A project for protection is needed because of high predation on the cheetah and 
disturbance of tourists. It is suggested to formulate a scientifically sound research project to protect the 
rehabilitating cheetahs. 
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Here sone of lhe polnrs

B63ed on inLe.vle*s rirh rias.1 he t4asai asa reserve

surrou.dins areas (especialry $e Dtalns to the rest of aftong)

the pasr been part of Lhe hone mnses of seversl rild dog packs. The

rast group 4 ani@ls dt3.ppeared soretioe tn 1932. The only sichti4s

is a ,acL of 17 aniMls vht.h appears to haye the Loita

aius as its territory and occasionally has been spofted ir the vicinity

of cott /, c6np. There is also a recent iepor! !h!r five do€s 'ere

sen re* r*ksol( sne ten nonths ago. rhe s@e departmnt caush! 4

anroalo near Na.or( in 19a3. They at1 died of rables !*hi. a shoir

tiDe. Thts seeru to confirn lhe theo.y that the dense huoan and

donestic dos populalton could be responsible for th€ decline 1rcofar as

ll1d do3s vourd more ofr€n tnreract rlrh }la$1 dorcsric dogs and as

sucn be Do.e p.one to Eet all the ttplcal canlne dtseases vhich il n6r

cases can ship ou! rhole packs. In reintroduclng dog3 the animals

could be vaccinated in advance. Their nov€rents courd be noiirored by

radio trackins (transdit!€d lransplanted under the skin) and offslrtqs

could be inocllared as Y€11.



The reintrodrclion procedlre mdd be as dtscussed'

The source for the does could etther be

theo 6s us 4oo p"' ".*r ;l-us ffis

bore  lnLeresr ln8  PR appeor  o f  io r .odu. inS

lle uould fence in an area of 2-3 squale

vith traditional pray ani@ls (Thomies,

aniMls hnnlln3 behavior and slccess oould

dles uhich vodd be sto.ked

rabbits/l.eas etc) and the

be studted throush a brind.

once released radio tlackins bt air night be .ecessarj'

Obviols1t one of the reasons for such a prolect is Lhe ioprovins of the

qla1ity of s@e vtenns 1n the ll6sa and ii this i" p"t r' "l*dqL

sarisraclion and dorrar rerm a$ociated vith bappvla[flhen it also

Mkes econodic sense. l4avhe one rould also Yan! to llav on the

codpetiLiveness of Xenta and Tanzanla .nd potn! out thaL che Serene€ti

offer sode of the bes! tri1d dog vie*'tne areas which tu'va can not @tch'

In rehatilitatine cheer6hs the

Fresenrly these are approxinatelt sli caltlve 'heetahs lnder the

ju.isdiclion of the gare departnent. Thev represent a rinancial buden

to the orpMnage rhtch has as tts objective the rehabilitation or

aniMls, The riarars cheetah Popdattor has not bee' farinc !o vel1!

probably due to the Yeit hi8h densitt of lions dd nvdas {hich m*

increase the cats n rtalitt rate and the deoe'dols E:!4:lL vehicle
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presEore on the fes habituated 6nirals (thls should he especbuy

ntAhl*hted). Introducins addtttoEl snidals 'o!1d re3!1t in less

press{re oo tfte lndtvld@ls.

Tfte dechanics of retntroduction I dtscussed *tth 4itch. f.e sde

ercl@ule and techniqle as Eussesled for the qtld dogs could be used'

inclndtng radio rodtotlnS. l{aybe sode Serengeri ficltes Sivtna

cfteetah dersit, a.ound seronela du strppor! the arStrnenl thaE ue

llasa co d strpport a lot ere cheetah and thd! ht lntrodnctq fu11v

giom ant@1! the liek fron coipetitiYe predelors rcu1d he dlnidized'

Asain vaccinetirg tie sniMls ,otr1d plobablt naLe sense as tell.

I rcu1d appreciate tf tou could take this lelter as the ba€is ro

forndale a scientificallr sound research proje.t o!t1id. dict I could

tben (hopefll1t 'ith Di. r€atey) tly to 3et paet the red bpe at tne

Tbe oore extensive and intressire the final docuert vtll look' the

letter. P1€se also attach all credentiak of all the partles thtch

dght be a€sociared vtth i!.

of,, I have no ture psper, I ri1l talk to totr .oon'


