
Caro TM.  Research plan for successful propagation of captive cheetahs. 
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Abstract: Several new methods of facilitating breeding cheetahs in captivity are proposed based on 
extensive observation of their behavior in the wild. The underlying assumption is that mimicing the wild 
situation is a promising place to start if captive breeding programmes are to show consistent success in 
the future. After briefly describing cheetah reproduction in the wild, a series of recommendations are made 
that alter the environmental and social circumstances surrounding captive breeding. These new proposals 
cover the promotion of mating by both males and females, copulation, gestation, birth and cub rearing and 
will require alterations in management techniques, as well as behavioral observation of a core group of 
captive males and females. Attempts to understand the causes of past breeding successes and failures 
will also be made. 
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