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Abstract: Until about 1960 the cheetah was considered to be an animal which could not be bred in 
captivity, the success rate was abysmally poor. Since that time, in at least a dozen centres, this species 
has been successfully and reliably bred. The success achieved would appear to be at least in part due to 
the provision of sufficient free space, and the presence of only one male with the female in oestrus. This 
breeding policy does have its drawbacks. Some breeders achieve success with relatively little trouble, 
whilst others using very similar methods have little success. Various reasons are discussed.  






