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Abstract: In the 1980s, I spent several months with the aim to search and observe the North African's 
cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus hecki) in Niger. I found 42 tracks, but I encountered only 8 individuals.  I 
prospected an area of  275000 km2, from the Aïr mountains to Talak and Azaouak plains and the sandy 
areas of Ténéré. Signs of their presence were found everywhere, but in small numbers. In a 9700 km2 
sector of the Ténéré desert, I estimated a population of 50 individuals, giving a cheetah density of about 
one individual per 194 km2. 90% of the signs indicated coalitions of cheetahs. I found a group of 6 
individuals and two times a group of 5 individuals, but the mean number was 3 cheetahs. The behaviour of 
the cheetah in this region was quite different from the southern part of Africa and it appears that the stress 
of a close encounter with people can cause severe trembling and even the death of an animal. 
Populations in open areas appear to be more vulnerable, while cheetahs in mountainous regions are more 
protected from easy access by people. The local fauna is perceived in a very simplistic way and predators 
are killed at the first opportunity. 










