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Abstract: Aside biological, ecological and behavioural considerations, contemporary status of the cheetah
in India is discussed.
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Sup-Famwy 11 ACINONYCHINAL.

THE CHEETAH OR HUNTING-LEOPARD
(ACINONYX JUBATUS ERXLEBEN).

In India the Cheetal is all but extinet in the wild stale. 14
once ranged from the confines of Bengal through the plains of the
United Drovinces, the Punjab and Rajputana, through Central
India and the Decean. 1t is not known to have occurred in Soulh
India and Ceylon. Evidence of its existenee in recent years in sonic
parts of its known range is seen in such records as the Society has
been able to collect. A Cheetah was killed in 1918 aud another in
1919 in the Mirzapwr District of the United Provinces. Iive
Cheetahs are rccorded as having Dbeen obtained in this Provinee
during the previous twenty-five years. In the Central Provinces,
the Cheetah appears to have been nobt uncominon ab one time in
the Berars. Three were shot in the Melghat Forest arca in 1890
and one in 1894 and one at Wano in 1895. Rumowrs of their
existence in parts of Berar, the Seoni Plateau and Saugor still
persist. They were apparently once common around Hyderabad,
Deccan.  The only part of the Bombay Presidency where Cheetahs
were known to occur recently is the tract of rugged country known
as the Tanga in the centre of the province of Kathinwar. In
1884 it was estimated that there were not more than twenty of
these animals in this avea. A femnale and four cubs were shob at
Rajkot in 1894. :

Outside India, the range of the Cheetuh is said to extend north-
wards to Russian Turkestan aud Trans-Caspia. In South-Western
Asia ils range is belicved to reach from the frontiers of Sind through
parts of Afghanistan, Baluchistan and Persia and Mesopotamia {o
Syria and Dalestiné and thence into Africa, where cheetahs are,
or were once found as far south as the Cape. To whab extent it
survives in these Asiatic countries is not known. There is a record
of a female and cubs taken at Nasriyah in Mesopotamia in 1928,
but the animal was not known to the local Arabs.

Certain peculiarities in the structure of n Cheetah differentintc
it from all other cats. Tun size and form a Cheetah looks like o
long-legged slender-bodied leopard. Bub its slimness of body and
length of limb are equadled by some eats sueh as the African Serval.
Its head is rounded and relatively smaller than in any other form
of eat—the facial region and particularly the cranium slopes
steeply downwards and gives its skull a dome-like shape.

The Cheetah’s most distinctive character is the struclure of its
feeb. lts claws are usually deseribed as non-retraclile. The. claws
of cats are retracted and raised from the ground by elastic liga-
ments which pull on the terminal joints of the toes. Now the
claws of a cheetah are approximately if not quite as retractile
as in some species of cats. Their distinctiveness lies in this that
the claws of cats are covered in varving degrees by sheaths of
skin, while the claws of a cheetah are always baved owing to the
cutive nbsence of skin sheaths.

PLATE XLVI.

Journ. BomBav NaT. Hist. Soc.

W. Bond,

F,

Photo by

The Cheetah or Hunting Leopard (deinonyx jubatus, Erxleben).
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The colour of an adult cheetah vavies from lawny to a bright
rwlous fawn. s cout is pale below and spotted almost everywhere
with small round solid black spots. The chin and throat are buffy
white, a black line runs from the cormer of cnch exve fo the upper
lip. and there is g less distinet line or row of spols from the corner
of the eve to below the eqr The Tur is conrse: the lengthening
of the hair on the neck suggests an incipient mane. A pair of
cubs taken in the Berars are deseribed ag having long grey silky
hair, withouy spots, covering the head and baek and reaching half
way down {he flanks, giving the cub an appearance of wearing o
great cont. The remainder of the body was covered with short
grex hair sprinkled with single black spots. A cul taken in
Nusiryah iy Mesopotamia is deseribed as being fawn-colowred-—the
haiv on the upper part of the body was 9-8 iy long and unspotted,
while the Timbs and Jower part of the

body showed « sprinkling
of dark spots. The head and body of a cheetah mmeasures about

4-5 11, the tail 2-5 ft., its height is from 9 fi. to 2 ft. 9 in.

We know little about the habits of the Cheetah iy the wild
state. T India it g usually found in low rugged  hill country
bordering the plaing; near Hyderabad it is stated fo live in holes
in rocks or among acetunulations of rocks and houlders. 1t preys
on antelope, gnzelle and nilgai and such creatures as if cain masler.
One was shot in the U.P. while stalking a sambhar. Unlike other
cats, speed and not stealth of wovement jg the essence of the
Cheetah's hunting. Al those characters  which distinguish  the
Cheetah from other cats have arisen from its distinetive method
of pursuing its prey. The small head, narrow chest and body,
long sinewy limbs, " and powerful hind quarters are designed for
speed; while its protruding claws, hard, pointed pads and larger
hind feet are well-fitted for securing a firm hold on hard or sandy
ground.  Crouching low, a cheetal takes advantage of everv inch
of cover or mequality in the ground {ill i gels within a distance
to make its rush upon its quarry.  While it lacks the clasticity of
guit and the suppleness of body so distinetive in the cals, not the
fastest auntelope can equal a cheetah’s initial speed.  Coming up
with-its flecing quarry, the Chectah fells i by striking its hind
legs from under it. The animal falls and is (hen seized by the
throat. This manoeuvre of tripping up its prey was constantly
observed in the play of a paiv of cheetah cubs. The pursuer going
at full speed always attempled to upset s mate by striking  al
bhe hind Jegs and having felled it, made for and worried it at the
throat. Failing to seize its prey inits initial rush the Cheetal
appears to have no reserve of strength or breath and usually gives
up the chase.

Nothing is known of the breeding habits of the Cheetal in
India.  There is a record of female with 4 cubs which was shot
near Rajkot in Central India.  The mother and one cub were away
when the other cubs were discovered under a bush. A pair of
cubs a week old were taken in_the Berars in December.

The Cheetah has been for centuries the playing thing of
princes, Asiatic, African aund Buropean.  When taken young it is
casily: Lmed and {rained (o show its wonderfol speed. A eanple





