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Abstract: Demographic data collected over the last 4 years show that there has been no significant 
change in cheetah reproduction or in the adult sex ratio, suggesting that the population is roughly stable. 
Preliminary data presented here suggests that cheetahs were little affected by the epizootic of canine 
distemper which swept through the lion population during 1994. Results from playback experiments show 
that cheetahs actively avoid lions and hyenas, this avoidance could explain their distribution patterns on 
the plains. Furthermore, lion avoidance behaviour strongly influences female reproductive success. 
Preliminary results from woodlands show that prey species available to cheetah are likely to be different 
than on the plains, and that hyena density is lower, whilst lion density is probably higher. The single radio 
collared male cheetah in this area held a territory of only 27km2, small by plains standards. There were 
indications that he was less diurnal than plains cheetahs. 





SUMMARY 

Demographic data collected over the last 4 years show that there has been no significant change in 

cheetah reproduction or in the adult sex ratio, suggesting that the population is roughly stable. 

Preliminary data presented here suggests that cheetahs were little affected by the epizootic of 

canine distemper which swept through the lion population during 1994. Results from playback 

experiments show that cheetahs actively avoid lions and hyenas, this avoidance could explain their 

distribution patterns on the plains. Furthermore, lion avoidance behaviour strongly influences 

female reproductive success. Preliminary results from woodlands show that prey species available 

to cheetah are likely to be different than on the plains, and that hyena density is lower, whilst lion 

density is probably higher. The single radio collared male cheetah in this area held a territory of 

only 27kmz, small by plains standards. There were indications that he was less diurnal than plains 

cheetahs. 

INTRODUCTION 

Demographic records on known cheetahs using the Serengeti plains and woodland borders have 

been collected since the mid 1970s when George and Lory Frame started studying Serengeti 

cheetahs. Tim Caro made their short term study into a long term one in the late 1970s. Since this 

time records have been collected giving us complete life history information on many individual 

cheetahs. In addition, over this period, many other aspects of cheetah behaviour and ecology have 

been investigated. These have included topics such as the development of hunting skills, hunting 

behaviour and reproduction. The focus of the project over the last two years has been concerned 

with cheetah ecology. In particular how cheetahs manage to coexist with lions and hyenas. 

PERSONNEL 

Over the last 4 years Dr Sarah Durant, the principal investigator on the project, has been based in 

the Serengeti collecting both long term data as well as investigating particular aspects of cheetah 

ecology. During the past year Isla Graham has helped her collect this data. 

POPULATION MONITORING 

Cheetahs can be individually recognised by their distinctive spot patterns. Part of the remit of the 

cheetah project is to keep up records of known cheetahs on the plains in order to monitor the 

population. Between 1991 and 1994 the number of individually recognised adults seen in any one 




























