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Abstract: Thirty cheetah were transported from Windhoek to the Etosha National Park in exchange for
zebras. All but two survived the journey and one died at a later date from causes not connected with the
transportation.
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RERORT ON THE |
FEEDING AND RELEASE OF 20 CHERTAH IN BTOBSHA « E
SERS—— &
1970, JdaSs du Pree.n ‘

A. GENERAL,
W, An offlcially apyroveé exchange vrogran vhereby the Etosha Nat- 3

ional Park would acquira 30 cheeteh (Acinonzx ﬁubatua jubatug) in'

|
)
exchange for 150 zebra from the Park. wes 1mplemented when the

i
30 cheetah arvived at Ombike during the afternoon of the 13th¢ Jan—:
uary, 1970. Iight cheotah, familiar to one another by having been |
tept in a common cage previoumlx, were introducad into one cof the
cages at Ombika1131mi1arly. anotber & were mlaced in the aﬂjoining
cage and the remainlng 14 gent on to Nalali. defore being placed

in their cages, they were imnobilmzeé, examined, ;nnOGulatee and
measured,s The proceae with the remaining 14 vag repeated at Halali
the next moxning“witn the exception thet they were placed in 3
cages and were also weighed. At thi§ time there were 2.other;chegn
ah (acquiredmelsewhere) being kept in thé cages at Halali, bring-
ing the total mumbar of cheetah in the cnges at Halaell up to 16.

2. The feeding program was handed over to the Profossional Officerr
{Ctavkuejo) for two purposea: fietly, to have him asaume reaponsi-
bility for the faeding of the cheetah. and aecondly, to- enable

him to gether scientific deta from the animals shot as ssource

of meat for the cheetah. o R ” ’f_¥K”"‘ 5W
3+ Based upon the assumption that each cheetah would conbime 7 lbam
of meat per d’as",‘:_ {224 1bs would be required daily to feed ¥ke 32
cheotahs bei#&*kayf'in captivityQ Upon arri#ul'thé cha&taﬁ“ﬁ&ro

in poor oondition and would connumo T 1bs  edach, but it wao ddpcct.d

_‘;i“f.

‘r ‘
that-ﬂp thair candition improvad. tha forced inactivity vauld o= ‘

duce their meat requirements..
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WA decided‘to‘shdot nainly sebra, but permipsion wes also granted
to shoot small numbers of the othar species.

%, PEEDING METHOD.

1. The Profesional Officer #eft Okaulkuejo every morning botulen
7 am and 8 am with 4 Bantu aosistents for the area whére the
ghooting weg to be done. The »ifle calibre ﬁaed wes initially
9 43mm, but thia was digearded in favour of o 30«06 cal. a8 a
oreater variety of smmunition is_ava;lablo for it. If a zebra |
was to be chot, it was seléctad ot random - provided it.did not 
have a foal'}rﬁnly”wildabaeaf-maléa wore ahct no fﬁer@ waere eo
manJ calves nreaant. The sane held good for the springbox and
gemabaok ahot, elthough females were shot thet obviously had no
offepring. = . : _
2, After éhq*aﬁimgi had beenléhot, 1t'§as loaded onﬁd the vehicié‘
and tranapoftad”ts the slaughtering place situated near the Bantu
compound at okaukuejo-
3¢ Here it waa meaaured according to the mathodﬂ preﬂcribad by lé
Roberte in the *Mammals of South Africa". Ectowparasitas vere
then collected and the dead énimal weighed.r
4. The carcase was then deaim with as followss

a) the skin wae remaved and the oarca-e weighed.

b) The viscern {conaiatius of 1ntest1nea,kidneya. atomnch,

1&ver. 1ungm ‘and henit) wun removed and tho carenao waighad.

c) 0f the viacera. the hoart, lunga. hidneya and -pleen

| wer& wcished- | ) ) |
ﬁr;fd)‘mhe whale viscere was then exnmined for anda-paraaito-.
aéﬁd ﬂﬁpathbiaﬁﬁcal and traaeaalnmont lamples worb taken ae vcli-
~%ﬂé .) Thcreuﬁtor 511 pacaiblo naax ﬂut rﬂmnved. :réw ﬁho atlne |

.. 4o ‘the anterior end of tho aaorumwhexu iha ﬁkuioton was
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then gevered from the sacynun,
£) The secrum with attached hindeguarters was then weirhed
bofore thre meat was removed from it,

g) Then the skeleton (including head, hooves and bones from
the @eatlosa limbs) end all usceblée meat were weighed
separately.

In some instances the heads were removed at. the atlas and
weished, In +the hormed snecies the aninel wos shinned only
.to the head whilst in the case of the melire the herd ﬁas
apizinned zo far ag the nose and lipe. A netal toag indicating
speéiee, locelity, date and collector was fasténed onto the
sitwll, Thé altelleton as such was given to the Ean%u eo omall
niocen piéces of flesh s+ill ndhe?ad +to  it, The ureable ment
was then losded onto the vehidcle and token to either Nalaldi
or Gmbikﬁglﬁéch groun of chaetahs wore fed on alternate doyc.
Zhe animgls shot wore gelected in such & way awe to encuro
thet 2t least 200 lbs of meat would be sveilable every dey.
Ye Bech cheetnh was given a piece of meat'weighing‘épproximately
4 « 5 1lbe, and when it had conpumed it, i+ would be pgiven anotharx
plece until it would not comé beck for morce meat. A far aps posw
sible, care was’ takeén to ensure a fair distribution of meat.
6. The skine weré salted and dried for”déspatchitO”the tannery.
whilst the Bltulls were cleaned ¢f most meat and then placed in.
a small enclosure to allow further'd@@omposition. These skulls
aere being cleened and catelogued at present.
Ce RELEABE.
1+ Because v!ifhe“prokimity of the boundary fence to the holding
pens at Ombilke, 1t was decided to”r@léaée the cheatal at pointe

4/--..-«-.&.’.70..00



3. Those released at Ombika all headed north, towards the watey-
hole, but spent the whole of the following day ercund the quaw
rantine camp before moving away at dusk, On Saturday +the 11th,
April it was reported that two marked cheeteh had been shot after
killing & goet, and that two more had been sighted on the sane
farm (Leeupoort) which is adjmcent to Ombika. A petrol along

the fence, 5 miles to either side of Ombika, showed no breaks

in the fence that had been used by cheetah.

4¢ Sightings of cheetah as from the dete on which the firast

were released, are as followe:

a) 30/3/1970. Two marked cheetah seen at Goas.

b) 1/4/1970. Three cheetah seen at Boas.

¢) 10/4/1970. Ona?ﬁﬁgetah seen stalking anfhere at Gomsbokviakte.
It'e condition was said to be poor,

d) 7 oxr 8/4/1970, Five cheetah seen on the Nuamses road near

Goas. Condition satisfactory.
o) 24/3/1970., Twe merked cheetah seen at Rietfontein.

£) 21/4/1970, Twoe very tame cheetah seen near Namutoni.

g) 22/4/1970, Cheetah tracks were found going under the fence,

| 8 miles west of Stark's no. 2 cémp.

h) 29/4/1970. Two marked cheetah seen near Halali.

1) 15/4/1970, Two unmarked cheetah in paof condition were found
next to the fence opposite the farm Hggtria. A
weelt later one #es found dead at the same place
whilet the other one made off into the bush, It
was in verxry poor conditicon., The deed one was oxe
snined and showed no signs of having been car-
marked, Death was probably due to dehydration
and starvation. (The following dey an attenpt was

made to capture the romeining one, but to no aveil,
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end the afterwards it was not to be found in
that vicinity.
3) 15/4/1970. Cheetah tracks were found at Stark's no. 2 camp.
That night they drank water left ocut for them.
This cemp is 10 miles east of the Gobaub/fénce
road junction and abogt 20 miles wesat of the
place where the dead cheetah was found. At this
time there was very little game near +he boundary.
0f these sightinge only & wore of marked cheetahj some of the
others could be\classified ﬁs doubtful as %o whether they were
actually unmayked. 1t is encoureging to note that tﬁo marked
cheetal: were oﬁeerved near iHalali, more than a month after they
were released « providing they were of those released af Halall.
B. CONCLUSIONS.
1., Thirty cheeteh were trenepokted from Windhoek to the Etoshé
National Parks All but two survived the journjy end one died at
a leter date.frcm causes not connected with the trangportation.
2, The method employed fo¥ feeding the cheeteh proved sdbe
satigfactory but rather time consuning. Had a coolwroon been
available meet could have béen processed in advance and there
would heve been considerably lecas westoeago.
3, The shooting of one to three animals in the same aresa, per
day, had no lasting effect on the herds as such,
4; Much valuable date was gained fyom the shootings more could
have beep geined had it beeon eble to spread the ohoot#ng ovar
a pericd of a year.
5, The cheeteh had been kept in captivity (at Etoshe) for a
period of no lese than two monthe before bdbeing released undey
three different conditions; a) diraqtly from theix cages, (Halali)
b) directly from their cages, but
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in cloeé proximitg 4o the voundary
(ombikel, and | |

¢) removed Irom their cege® and re=

leased at sOme dietance (Gemabok«
vlakte)

pime alone will tell which of theee conditions were beset, bearing
in mind the way thie project was planned.
Fe EDLNTS FOR pISCUSSION.
in & prodect of thie nature there i® alﬁaye room £&r improvament
and théreby increaaing the rate of muccesss The following pointe
may lead to greeter guccess in similaXx projects.

K Location of holdingwpans (cages. enolosures). pProximity to

weater and optimum hébitat. |

24 pesign of holding-pens {cagee: enclosurea).
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ADRENDIX "A% .

inimals shot for feeding purpoeess

zebre s9m 14%£ " qotals 53¢
Ged‘bok 5m 5€ = 10
wWildebeest 14m of m1de
Springbok 20m 2f ' wm 22
__2af =99,

TOT ALS = 78m

Thene enimals were ehot at t%e following plecess

Okankuejo

Charitaaub
Gemebokvlakte

ombike

Gasib

Airpoat

Pan

Leeubron
Volfsnaes

wit Olifant Dam

Lesupan

Average time required ro prYoGEesSs 250 lbs meat (B,

2
2\

%
2
5
6

34
1

10

11
6

g

1 = 4)1 & houxse
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clentific date acquired during this project,

+» From the cheetah.

&) Standard body meassurementa,

b) Weights,

¢) Some gkulle.

2, From the animele shot.

&)
b)
e)

h)
1)
3)
k)
1)

Standard body meesuremente.

Veights
Welghts

Weighte

Weightg

VWelghts
Weights
Velghts
W9ights

Weightse

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

of

deed animale,

ekins (wet).

skinned cercases.

skinned and gutted carcases,

hearts, livers, lungs, spleensggnd kidneye.
complete hind-gquarters,

meat yield per carcase,

meatlesse carcases.

hegds,

Ecto end endowparasites.

Some ovariee ond eyes were mlso collected.

The above datk will be processed for publicetion,




APPENDIX "A".

inimale shot for feeding purposes,

Zebra 39m 14¢ Total= 53,
Gemsbolk 5m 5¢f = 10,
Wildebeest 14m of w14,
Springbolk 20m 2% w 22
TOTALS = 78m _21f =909,

These enimals were shot at tge following placess

Okaukuejo a[
Charitsaub | 1
Gemsbokviakte 2
Onbika 5
Gasmib 6
Airpodt 34
Pan 1
Leeubron 10
Volfenes 11

Wit Olifant Dam 6

Leeupan ' a

Average time required to process 250 lbs meat (B,1 = 4)s & hours.





