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Abstract: There appears to have been natural selection for anatomical adaptations permitting efficient 
predation in the cheetah, which have led to corresponding behavioural adaptations away from the typical 
predatory sequence and killing behaviour of other Felidae. Strangulation as a means of killing prey is a 
maturation of an innate tendency. Stalking and chasing of prey are relatively fixed behaviour patterns but 
seizing and killing of the prey develops properly only with experience and is modifiable. The training given 
to cubs by their mother is critical for the eventual development of the entire predatory sequence from its 
innate components. Training probably allows the cubs to modify more effectively the predatory and killing 
behaviour best suited for the prey of the specific area in which they live. 




















