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Abstract: The book proposes large information about general characteristics, distribution, ecology and 
behaviour of the cheetah, as well as management and conservation solutions. One purpose of the field 
study was to make careful observations of cheetahs stalking and choosing their prey. In this way, it was 
hoped to determine the factors the cheetah uses as an indicator of an animal to be pursued, and whether 
the animals killed by the cheetah are other than a random sample of the total population. Aside from 
specific, ecological objectives, the fact that a species such as the cheetah is endangered but little-known 
is justification enough for studying its life in the wild and in the captivity.  The field work began on October 
15, 1966, and was continued through February, 1967. Most of the data are from Nairobi National Park and 
Masai Amboseli Game Reserve. Airplane flights were taken over the park to census cheetahs, but this 
system was less effective than ground observations. Cheetahs were observed mostly from a vehicle since 
they showed little fear of it, and followed around the clock from 5:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Data were collected 
from many sources including park records, individuals' sightings and descriptions, and photographs of 
cheetahs, and of course my own observations. Notation was made of wind direction and velocity, 
percentage of cloud cover, precipitation, and temperature. A parabola was also used with the microphone 
to record cheetah vocalizations. Vocalizations were played back to captive cheetahs in the World Wildlife 
Foundation Animal Orphanage at Nairobi Park to observe their reactions. Photography was initially 
important in identifying cheetahs and for the recording of behaviour for further analysis. A 200-ft field 
survey tape was used either to measure directly certain distances or to check estimates. Many of the 
same observational techniques were employed in the captive phase of the research. 
































