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Abstract: A detailed description on taxonomy, distribution, morphology and appearance, habitat use and 
demography is presented, including a map with cheetah sightings throughout East Africa made during 
1955-1964, and a distribution map for Kenya. The cheetah population of Nairobi National Park was 
estimated at 15 resident animals, 20 different individuals were observed. In the Amboseli Game Reserve 8 
cheetahs were counted. In 1965, the total estimate for East Africa was 1932-1950 different animals. This 
figure might be too low. 
Inter birth intervals were 17-19 months, so females came into estrus when their cubs were 12-14 months 
old. Gestation period was 90-95 days. The litter size was at least four cubs. The primary birth season was 
from March to June. In the Serengeti, births were observed from January to August. Seasons of birth may 
vary with different ecological conditions. Data on six litters indicate that predation is an important mortality 
factor of cheetah cubs. 






























