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Abstract: The demand for wild-caught adult cheetahs is a drain on populations in several ways. For every 
cheetah trapped, tamed and trained successfully, several die in the process. If cheetahs were good 
breeders, they would be more abundant today. But cheetahs are not good breeders in captivity. Poachers 
in Kenya said that live cheetahs are worth great sums of money in Ethiopia, which, according to them, is 
the center for exporting black-market cheetahs to other countries. Somalia has been equally if not more 
important in the illegal spotted cat trade. Additionally to the draining of the populations by live captures, a 
major man-cheetah "agricultural" conflict is brewing. The replacement of livestock, which was at least 
partially guarded, with game ranches will bring new problems. Immediately needed actions to conserve 
cheetahs are presented. 














