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Abstract: The article from the international Zoo Yearbook describes birth and rearing of a litter of 
cheetahs at Krefield Zoo. The cubs had to be removed by the mother who killed two of her four 
cubs after birth. The babies were hand-reared and given to a foster-mother, a domestic cat with a 
six-day-old family. The two cheetahs are at time of writing with an age of about 3 months in the 
best of health. 
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Blackhawk i this vs the uual oe of r twq
ycrr-old i*t nrthg. Sushhe grve birth to
ouintuolets on :rdJ Truca rgJ8, ud rrised
ti'.- ior r.u *.tls.-rl'e "iter ht oniy fou
npplcs md asont ob w* beng puhed from
rlc nipple, rkcc cubswere t(moved *elev.D
wmki ind hud+ised on a mixtue of ni1k,
m6t md cercrl Ehich thcy lrd already bcen
recei'ing in addition to rhcir moth.r's nilk.
tn rorrul circumtmccs the fcmne weus tne
cubs at about 6ve nontlu. Over thc yeds the
eemtion leriods have varied considenbly,
iminq fr;n nirc nonth iftecn days, to to
nortl4 ten nontl[ *ven &)s, clcvd
nonrhs, eievenad-a-haif mdths, twelve
months dd on onc occ$ioq, welv{rod-a-
L.lf nonds. It h$ bc{ discovded dBt otler
milk .ontains 4r !!r cdt butter f

BIRTH OF A POLAR BEAR CU3
AT AUCKLAND ZOO

q G@tre Deat
Di!€ctor ofAucktand z@, Nev z€laud

DUTINe re6o *e Au.klod Zoo w3 succ&
ful in rtsins its {irst Poh 3c.. @b. Two cubs
were bom;n r8th May 1960 but one died
shonly rfter binh. Thc other cuh survivcd nd
did wcll. It vs i6t sLoM to th. pubn. at
thrc rnonths old by butlding . oge mq
onhide ihe mah dtidce of the do. It wa
lot illowcd to lhe vater uril frve nonths old.

ob€natioru rgde r*ealed tlat thc ob
opoed io cycs about thc rwoty+jghth dry:
wx 6rt obse*.d to wrlk propsLv rt rboot
the *vorv-sixth d:y: ed d6bba food ,i
rhont melve velc old.

TIr 6st gwin w* accidatal in rh.t the clb
t.icd to welk on water who following its
modrcr roud thc Poler Ber erlosue. How-
cvc, it sw wcll the fict timc it fctl irto thc
w:er but hrd erert drflculF/ in settilg out
.s :hontothcf ! f ida l i .eshcl f  Ourpoolhr
r-" shallow arc. od n w* thcreforc iot ideal
for the 6ot swim ofr Polc Bet cub. How-
ever, snall pladoms wcre bdltjst telow lhc
*rfrc of the warer and attached !o thc icc
shclf ud the voune animJ soon leaot to 6e
thcn. His nni volmtary sjn took pl*e oo
9th Nordbc 1960-

He s,s rtmed b1 public comPeition
donss he.hldrfl of lrs ciry, md $e lrse
.hoq tor hin {as 'chiho', which we uder-
stad Deds 

'\tclcome to a sttu€er'.
Altholsh th;l is thc fiRt db r...cd su.cesF

ftllv bv ihe Atcklud zoo wo obs w€re
borir ir r 957- onc swived but was dromcd
while having its 6rst swim at abotrt rwelvc

BIRTH AND REARING
OF CHEETAHS

AT KREFIELD ZOO
by l:Idl@ Enthe

Di.edor Kte6eld zoo, GerEdY

rH! p:i' of chcertrlE (Acihonyx juLadi) er
Krefcld Zoo, Gmmy. cJme from Soudr-
'iVest Aftca. The fenalc wx inponed ir
lulv rqrt ud ti,e malc arived n July teJt
soih eih"L--. "rou t rl.ee or fou yesold
on rival. They live rdenr'Jom x r'Jod
which qives then shcher &om the wether;
tlen oclosure neoues rl m.X6 D. Thc
erorud is covered in sod dd only a very rnall
ponou n roofed ov*. Lsde thc &n d,ere i!
; ulrlvioht lmp vhich bum &Y ad
niqhi The Chet.lD {e neve! lo.lcd jato

thin do but allo*.d to coo. fd go bctween
itardrhccndosues thcy ple*.They rPPex
rc be fully :ccloariad. b r}c niddte of
winter thi tenperatuc qG doM to o"c
The chcctdx' &t comists of hosenet o4
occsionellv, fiahly killed rabbis. ln Dccd-
to re59, the Chcculx wcrc smed on I
roum of umin trathmt. Borb uwJs
w.rc sivd:ocb. ofa nEnu pr.P.raiioD oo
toscotj"e drvs In luded in I c.c of de
prcprntion are the fol-lowirg - i Dilliob I E
Vilnin ^, ioo,@ LE. Vibdi! D3 &d ao
millisrms Vitmin x.

T1'; Lirth of tk voune cheetals mrred
oo ti. z,rth ap.il 16ro. ihe birth ofthc list
c"b took rlri n q a n. bur it wr urfodm-
atclv not "bscned ud by rhe umc we goto
ir. 'i bd b.d elR-, dc.pt fo. tlrc less dd
ad. The p*ot5 wne iImedbtdY rPmted.
Thc rco;d cub nled * 6 p m Beforc tlc
morher codd biE through dE m bfical cord.
thc baby wo tnoved. Latcr dothe. wd boE.
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Thc fouth od lst ob s6 bom ar 8 p.n.,
md tnis one ws left with thc mother. sh.
nuned nd cred for it fot two dan, but on
the rhnd nonin* she mrulcd it od brcke od
chved mc of ia lcgs; trter it died ofshek.
Thc sdond ,nd tlird babies wcrc. how*c,
hod+sed od on thc smc evenins I the/
were bom. rhcy wc.c eiveD to a foster-nothcr,
a donstic crt wth r;ixJ.y{ld family. She
r@k to rle two Che.t.h cubs !t oace md the
rea s of Lhe culs tho pcoceeded witnout
ouch-troublc or wony. iln at suckled the
cuts for five wecks wheq slrc conracted h-
flmnation of thc mrmmrry glmds rc thrt wc
wrc forccd to wem the yomg cubs.

Thc obs rvce w*d gndully on a nix-
turc of N*dds nilk ad ox biod wia\
Vitrknk (elcim orbomte) added. krcr
rolled oats w* iocluded vith thcir diet
md very soon aftw*ds tle arbs wue
e.ma flcsh. Thcy werc strrcd on yourg
trbbiis but rftet rhe elevmth wcek they were
eatiry ox he.rts dd ho6cmdt without dy
diiliculcv.

At tlree davs old the cubs each wciehed
17o gn. md tliey g";".d steedily without ary
flGrutio( at thc rate of about 4o-5o em. a
day. At 1| nortts they each weished 8+ kg.
Thcit cyes opened afts cisht dr)^ dd the
ist pupil-edu beme obvios on thc

A chmcterislic fclture otyo@g Chccrals is
tlr silvo-srev mue *'Lich snctchcs the
-hol. Lnih'of the brck. This disapper.
how.er, ircr the terdl weck, leving ;i.ly r
shon 'nm at dr npc of th. ftck. Unril
they wcrc rbout tm weeks old tle Cheet:b!
codd rmact their daw fullv ia the same way
dEr orhcr c,ts do. Thc wDiol cheetah-wpc
an:ck (krochng tte prey d6m t ith rle pai)
w* frst noncd et $out the elev.nth or

Duinq thcir t@th week thc Chet k werc
glvd jljecriors €an[t fcline dbtenter.
some wccks latd drcy wcle siver r{o nde
ofth*c inieciou ud, in ad&don. one aS,insi
din. distempd. To gurd agJs! rjckcts,
ohosphorou salt ud vitnj! Dt .ffie in-
;ludc-d in their dicr. They w*e rlso injected
.t intcrtrls with Tonophosphlt.

At the tine ofwridng tlt Chetahs *e in

HAND RA]S]NG BABY CATS
AT LINCOLN PARK ZOO

CHICAGO

4 willidn Ho[
c6tor of Li'@h Pdk zm, chiogo,

USA

DUirNc dE lat fe$ vcts Lincol' Pdk Z@,
Clnoqo, USA, }a'hld-rxd *vtn b:by
Tier6. A! [Ar wc sousht out rI qioiifc
soi.-s "f infomati"q '".ilablc od spoke to
evwone ve low who lud some exp€.ien e
in raising Tigcs. The result ws a g.ei d.al of
.onf icrina infomntion.

wc cullol out what sercd practical ard
bcea to @e for thc babi6. rve suc@cded in
niiine drem. but i! Ms toucb-rnd-co all the
wtr Aftd u.i\'!ins $e resula of ou om
."i".i**.-i'.s tl'. b"by riges, od aftcr
3orrn4 thc req o€ rhe afonnJtiotr orc€ ag,n!
vc driJcd rh* in futurc ve wouJd rnply
ue 'Esbjlrc' (a produt of the Bordd Dairy
Co: dr fonnula s aivm beiow). wc appled
vrios Bb & ror;uls sd ehcduis;hm
reariDq a Pumr The resulls vere good. By
rhe trie our n*t Labv Tiger wr borqu'c had
m Esbik fornula ih"t *.r .tlll ".t ---
plet€ly qttfactorJ , but sc raised tbc riger ro
ir adult wnh relarwly lirde roubh. wlo
olr th;d litter of Tiscrs was bon we had a
suitable brckerosJ fot rririnq th.n, sd
shce rim we tr e r:iscd ootna Tlgcr u r thno
problms whasevcr. Ou Tigeu rre. r?11!-
intlv. oqf.ct obvsic'l specihm. rhe sJnre
fq;"i'" hs b;eo rpplid to raising Bhck
Ilopr& md Snov IroPards One Snow
Iopnd ob dled ol b.ctcli,l Pne@onir
cawd by humar error. A complete auloPsy
sirowed no othcr pathology ot abnomdities.

Cats. like all minals, atc bom sithort
conplere thcmereculation. Tbe body tem-
p*airuc o€fi. ot *ill d.op apidlv Tlerc-
iorc, * roon afrcr binh x posible t}. crts
should be put into m inob.tor or sone cagc
where thc esc tenpdaturc cm be naiffrined
!t 8j'!- At Lincoln Pdk Zoo we use d Ann_
stronq x-4oo rsd-size blby ircubator. Reaal
tcm*nture of th. dimd dufing thc fiBt
weeL should oge betweo 2' Pl$ or ninus

iae intatire of tie baby ot is vcll-611ed

bc f. I |lht
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ci t Prnhr(.1,/' 'r,,r/,,rklrr,nd,') r l '.ki,,g zoo. Thrru tc only tcr sll.nndtroacirnt l\n,ir iri,,pli!itv
r thc hu,. "a*rii A: tsli r l,cknr! 2,x,, tw' r M"!nw z.o,.trc r Lonaon Zoo )Dd nvc oth.6 n,
Chin s nx:t Shcn{r, N knrg, Shrlghrir Kur)i"9,

cbc..Jr.utr ll.rr' '/x illdrtr) bon ri Kr.f.ld zoo nr April 1160, Arfi.A; lno\n,.h.$ i. thc ftn
. l , r J ' , r ' r ' u l '  c b , . , ' . , . J . r  , f a . r ' .  1 "  , 1 '  ' ' - j n i , . , r . * h ' r { ' . ( h c ' i r s h  l c l c f c ' h ' f t l "
l " , . ' , l t , " . , i ' . ' r l . ( ( ,  l i  r ' . . . . ' \ ' ' :  ' i \ J . h r ' ' , r ' . , r t r l ' c i r t \ " f r r f ! ' I  s " i r , . b . - n l
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