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Abstract: Different issues about the cheetah in response to a national wide appeal to save the
cheetah. Cheetah shooting has been outlawed, but the situation is already very difficult. Money is
collected in different ways to support research.
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THE CHEETAH APPEAL

In response to a nationwide appeal

1o save the cheetah, wildlife artist

Mr. Clive Walker, chairman of the
newly formed Endangered Wildlite
Trust, presented R4 000 to Profes-
sor E.M. Hamman, principal of the
University of Pretoria.

By November 1973, R4 000 was
realised from the sale of a limited
edition of 250 signed and numbered
cheetah prints. The money has been
earmarked for research into the
ecological requirements of the
Cheetah in South Africa and, under
the auspices of the Eugene Marais
Chair of Wildlife Management, BSc.
Hon's graduate of the University, Mr.
A. Lowry, will begin the Cheetah
Status Study early in 1974,

Discussing the Cheetah Appeal,
Professor E.M, Hamman says: "The
wealth of wilderness in our country
1S, indeed, a treasure to be pre-
served. With the help and
enthusiasm of the people who sup-
ported the Cheetah Appeal, we may
yet avert tha total devastation of our
~ildlands and our precious heritage
of wild animals.”

COne of the Trust's immediate pro-
iects is the establishment of a re-
search station in the Sabie Sand
name reserve in the Easlern Trans-
¢«aal, under the joint control of the
Endangered Wildlife Trust and the
University of Pretoria. Seven
hundred morgen has been made av-
ailable to the Trust by John and
David Varty who own a large game
farm in Sabie Sand. The area will be
utifised for cheatah research.

In March 1974, a further appeal
will be launched by the Endangered

Wildlife Trust which involves the
sale ol a full colour limited edition of

signed numbered prints of fish eag!
by South African artist Leigh Voigh
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*This painting was produced by wildiife artist Clive Walker on behalf of the Cneera

Appeal for research inta the ecology,
species,

behaviour and habitat of an endangere

WILDLIFE
PRINT
APPEAL

Celebrated South African artist
Leigh Voight has been comimis-
sioned by the Endangered Wildlife
Trust o paint a colour impression of
the fish eagle to bereproduced ina
limited quality edition of 250 num-

bered, signed prints, The Appeal w
be launched in March 1874

The objective of this Print Appe
is to raise further funds towart
financing the Cheetah Status Stud
The fish eagle print appaal is t
second inaseries ot print appecls!
well known South African wild!
artists which will enable people
build up a coilection of wilcli

prints in a series which 2
endangered, threalened or ra
species.

CHEETAH GUNS ARE SILENCED

Cheetah shooting has been out-
lawad by the South African Hunters'
Association.

The 400 members of the
arganisation will also back moves (o
have cheetah placed on the list of
arglected animals.

“"The ume has come when we

musl do something to protect the
cheetah,” said the chairman of the
“association, Mr. H.P. van Dyk.
“Butl'mafraid it's almost too late
Unless a real etlort is made Lo save
the animal, it will scon disappear.”
He said the associalion’s hunlars
shot an average of two or hige

cheatah a year untl now - "and t+
was far too many.”

Mr. van Dyk said his moembe
would try Lo discovrage larmers a
others from shooting cheetiah

“We must di everything we can
save e few renining, [ty
lessto man and avoluablepar ot



Cheetan with springbox observed and pamied by J. G. Millais in 1895 in the Karoo. The
cheetah 1s now extinct in s former range of the Karoo'

Reproduced from ' Breath from the Veld™ by J.G. Millais.

SCHOOLBOYS SUPPORT CHEETAH

APPEAL

An outstanding donation of R1 040
has been made 1o the Endangered
Wildlile Trust by schoolboys Grant
Baker and Ashleigh Davies who mat-
riculated last year from Saint
Andrews Schoaol, Bloemtontein,

The two schoolboys recently pre-
sented a cheque for the amount of
#1040 in Johannesburg to the En-
dangereg Wildlife Trust.

At the time the Cheetah Appeal
was launched in Johannesburg
{September 1973), the Endangered
Wildlite Trust received an enthusias-
nc letter from Granl and Ashleigh
offering to raise money for the
Cheetah Appeal by cycling round
the country and collecting funds en
route.

Having secured a landem bicycle,
they began their two week
ourney an early December 1973
from Bloemlontein  to  Porl
Elizabeth, covering a distance ol
some 1 000 kilometras and visiting
such lowns as Kroonslad and
Bloemiontein, Dewetsdorp, Zas-
tron, Jamestown, Aliwal MNorth,
Grahamstown, Queenstown, Tar-
kastad, Crudock, Cookhouse, and
finally Port Elizabeth.

Grant and Ashleigh had spon-
sared forms printed so that donors
could Hillinthe number of kilometres
and the cost they were prepared lo
sponsor the cychng trip. The printed
‘artn stated: 'To the biclogist, an

endangered species is one that will
become extinct if the trend of utilisa-
tion is continued. The 5 000 cheetah
left in the world are faced with this
dilemma. Your money will be
donated to the Eugene Marais Chair
of Wildlite Management for research
into the survival of the cheetah in
South Africa, and towards the
financing of a trained field expert so
that research studies can be scienti-
fically conducted on the animal.
Remember, Man cannot create, he
cannot replace, he can only con-
serve.” :

Response was obtained from
approximately 120 individuals and
compames during the two week
cycling trip and the boys received
tremendous hospitality from South
African families, farmers and hotels
en route. In some extreme weather
conditions, Grant and Ashleigh con-
tinued their fund raising venlure
undauntied.

The money they raised has been
earmarked tor the purchase of a veh-
icle desperately needed so that the
Cheetah Status Study, under the
auspices and direction of the
Eugene Marais Chair af Wildhfe
Management, University of Pretoria,
can be started this month.

"The Endangered Wildlite Trust i~
deeply indebled to Granl Baker anu
Ashleigh  Dawies ftor their out-
standing and umigue elfar 1oweirds
the Cheetah Status Study. Ther dis-
Play ol iniative and enterpnse las
greatly impressed us o

Over the years marketing methin
have become hinbly sophistica
and lighly elfect = And one o! |
greal by-products ol truly sou
markeling is that benefits accrin:
evaryone involved in the proce
Mer-National Laboratories ha
been sutficiently fuar sighted

realise this, and over the next f
months many of us are goinn
become aculely aware of Oporat
Noah.

Operation MNoah is this yea
Mer-National Laboratories ‘Cer
col' promotion. As before, it
conceived to provide the chain re:
tion of profits and satisfaction o
lined above. But it strives to do me
than this, It strives lo preserve v
derness and the endanger
species that live in it; it strives
heighten the awareness af the m:
in-the-street of his obligation
conserve.

From the point of view of the ret
pharmacist Operation Noah
bring the public into pharmacy
grealer numbers than ever befo
Customers will be invited to en
the Cepacol competition and hi
conservationists at the same tin
This is because each entrant w
fills in the entry forms correctly v
earn a 10c donation payable
Mer-National to the Endanger
Wildlife Trust. To ensure that f
entry rate is high Mer-Nationg| F
collaborated with Toyota Sou
Africa Limited and will offer a fi
prize of either a GSL 2-litre cou
{manual shift) or a GSL 2-litre sad
car (automatic). The choice is t
winner's—the appeal istoyoung a
old alike. The first prize will
backed by over R1000 in cs
prizes. Entry forms will be availa!
only through the pharmacists
South Africa, and apprapriately |
eye-calching point-of-sale unit v
be a Noah's Arlk,

{Continued on Page 3 — Cal, 1)
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The uthmale benelicianes of Op-
eration Maoah will be aur wildlite
hantage, and so ultimalely ourse-
Ivas.

Man's incredibile technological
progress aver the past few decades,
his  world-shrninking communica-
lions systems, lughly sophisticated
markeling lechnigues 1o improve
and increase the comforts of daily
living have been achieved, very
often, to the cost of his irreplaceable
wildhite heritage. Mever bafare in the
hurly burly ot modern existence has
man’'s need for respite from his arti-
ficially created environment been
areater. NOW is the time to turn
those sophisticated technigues to
the conservation of wilderness . . .
before 1t is too late. The marketing
technigues of Operation Noah
together with the fact that the enlire
executive will be going on a tough
on-foot Wilderness Trail seem to

dicate that Mer-National is doing
precisely that.

Entry forms will be freely available
lo every pharmacist in the Republic.
Let us take advantage of these free
entry farms to make our contrib
tion to wildlife preservation. e

THE FISH EAGLE
fHaliaetus vocifer)

The AFRICAN FISH EAGLE would
rival the Baleleur as the best known
and most admired large raptor on
the continent. It is a common and
conspicuous inhabitant of all the
larger lakes and rivers, is found also
in mangrove swamps and on the sea
coast and penetrates the forest
along waterways. !ts loud ringing
cry, uttered either from a perch orin
fight, and with the head flung

upwards over the back, is one of the
most characteristic and best-loved
bird calls in Africa.

"The Afrcan Fish Eagle™ - a potenhally
viingnatite SReGIeS

ddverse eltect of a bird of priy upon
Man’s interests that one must depart
tram tha purely Qualiative
approach, based upon the kind ol
animal the raptor eats, and attemyit
the much more dilticult quaniitative
method, which requires thorough
and prolanged study to prodiuce any
dccurate resulls. The total popula-
lion of the species concerned, the
appetite of its members separately
and collectively, and the eftect of the
gross potential kill of the species on
the population of the prey must be
accurately assessed. This has never
been thoroughly done yet for any
species in Alrict. Bul we know
enough about it i other parts of the
world, and in Africa, too, to be able
to say definite'y that in all cases the
adverse effect upon Man's interests
IS exaggerated, and can usually be
regarded as negligible.

It is to be hoped that in Africa it
may be possible to  1id the accep-
tance of blind unreasoning pre-
judice against all birds of prey that
has been so characteristic of much
of the Western World. By the use of
facts it is hoped to be able to con-
vince reasonable men that birds of
prey are more often useful than not,
and it is hoped that those who may
be responsible for law making
would be among these. Unreasona-
ble men can then be dealt with by the
reasonable, or can at least be
ridiculed as ignorant and prejudiced
if they will not listen to reason. In
such ways one may hope that
gradually prejudice and unreason
will give way to knowledge and
reasen, and that men will look at
birds of prey not simply as poten-
tially harmful and cruel creatures,
but as handsome or spectacular
predators that are a necessary part
of nature's grand design. 9
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Panthera Leo melanochaita (Harm
ton Smith 1842}
The Cape Lion was the first of t
African sub-species of Panibera L
o become extincl. They wers I
recorded in the Cape in 16858 and
1865 in Natal. At one time th
roamed from the Cape throughc
the Southern and Central parts
South Africa. The huge black ma
which completely covered |
shoulders, the thick growth of h;
which traversed the |atter end of 1
abdomen to roughly between ¢
hind legs and the broad, rather she
head, distinguish the Cape Li
from the present day sub-species

Specimens of the Cape Lion a
still preserved in the Museums
Paris, Stuttgart, Leydon, Wiesbad!s
and into British Museum's store
Acton. Sub-species still found
South Africi slude Panthera I
kruger, confined to the Krugar N
tional Park and its environs, ar
Panthera leo vernayi from Sou
West Africa, Botswana, and (!

Pesticide
Residues

Cne of the unknown problems con-
cerning biologists is the question of
peslicides. This maore than anything
€lse could be a contributory factorin
the future decline of the fish eagle.
Organochlore residues are possibly
extremely wide spread and that they
reach the greatest concentration
rates in agualic systems. They are
successively concentrated at dilter-
ent trophic levels in natural tood
chains. Ultimately the relative con-
centration in entire arganisms at the
end of the chain, such as fish eating
birds, may exceed those found i the
waler by more than ane and o halt
rillion times, o

Kalahari Gemsbok National Park.
CHEETAH STATUS
& HABITAT STUDY

The University of Pretoria is

starl the Status Study f
research into the habitat ar
ecological requirements of ¢

cheetah in February 1974,

The man to undertake the study
Mr. Andrew Lowry. Educated
Wynberg Boys High School, Andre
Lowry studied at the University
Cape Town, graduating with a .5
in Botany and Zoology. He w:
awarded a bursary by the Wildl|
Protection Society to study at Pr
toria University's Eugene Mars
Chair ol Wildlife Management whe
he obtained his B.sc. Honours
Wildlie Management,

The cheetah study will contim
tor approximately two years and w
begin imtially in South West Afric
The projectis to be sponsored by t!
Endangered Wildlife Trust. Bepor
on the progress of the Cheet:
Status Study will be published req
larly in the Endangered Wildi
Trust's Publicabon, Wildh'e “Sur.
| wal”
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The vanishing ol wildlife at an accel-
erated rate is bul one marker of the
mess man has made ot his environ-
ment. It 15 a measurable phenome-
non. The technosphere — the indus-
trial environmen! that has evolved
since about A.D. 1600 — could
overwhelm the biosphere.

The real trouble ies much deeper,
Hundreds of animal species, includ-
ng hundreds ol higher vertebraltes,
areindanger of global extinetion. In
the course of evolulion, extinclion is
a nalural process and the fossil
record, deeply studied as it has been
lor well over @ century, can give us
some measurements of iis natural
rate. It 1s safe to say that the present
extinction rate of wild living things
quadsipled. by man, since he has
with his industry and machinery,
imposed the technosphere upon our
planet. It 1s a fact that someathing
dreadfully wrong s happening to
tne worids environment as a whole.

Conservationisis do not deserve
an international image of being
enemies of development. The con-
servation struggle is to steer
development, not to stop it and 1o
nlan a happy harmony between man
and his environment.

Since the year 16800, 359 species
have disappeared and presently 922
species are endangered.
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*Please send me luture editions of "Wildlife®
Survival

* Please send the Fish Eagle Appeal laaliet tor
AN GpLon 1o purchase a print,

* Funds are urgantly needed Jar current
groiects of the Endungered Wildlite Trust

Any enquiries should be addressed
lo:
Sue Fox,
“he Editor,
Jdlite ‘Suryival',
P.0. Box 1383,
Johannesburg.

NEXT ISSUE: World authonly Petor
Hitehing diseusses e Future survivad of
tee Blach Riunoceras (Diceros Bicormns)
c Sowtherm Atrica

example of the destruchive elfect of
mankind an wild lile.

In those early days ol settlement
the wild animals were slaughtored
unmercifully for their mides or for
meal, though the settlers were lar
too tew to eat all that they slaugh-
leraed,

Prior to the arrival of European
Settlers large herds of grass-eating
animals roamed |he savannahs, Bul
from the 18th cenlury anwards their
numbers as mentioned previously
were progressively decimated as a
result of indiscriminate hunting. The
Blaauwbok and the Quagoa wore
wiped out and only the creation of
game reserves managed to prevent
such species as the Bontebok, Hlos-
bok, Black Wildebeest, Mountain
Zebra, Black and White Rhino and
the African Elephant itself from sul-
fering a similar fate.

Woe hear all sorts of talk these days
about endangered species bul be-
fore elective laws can be
promulgated we have to deiine
.the term "gndangered '
more clearly. Industries involved in
utilizing wild animals often claim
that the species they use are not
endangered. Biologists claim
otherwise. Who is right? What do
they mean by endangered? To the
I::inlu%ist an endangered species is
one that will become extinct it the
trend of utilization is continuad. All
loo often, .endangered to an indus-
trialist is only when an animal 1s in
such-short supply that he can't gel
sufficient quantities of it ta maintain
production. Neither the biologist

nor the manufacturer may know the-

actual number of the animals

remaining. Counting the animals in

the lgast. Who s nght? When s ¢
spECtes endannared? A snecies |
endangered when, oo inthe caus G
the Cheetah, it has diseppeare:
from areas whera || onte formes
pecured. In India, whera Chaotah
once lived, they ere na langer ta &
tound.,

The trouble i5 that the Cheetat
like the Fur Seal, belongs to evar)
bodyand nobody. Itisimperative
Cheslah becomes lully orotoote
and the continual trade in spott
cats is complete'y halled at all leve
in South Alfrica,

A5 long as trade 15 permitied th
animal along with tha leapard will &
indanqer. The spolled calswill hay
lotike their chances with the twer!
fiest cenlury, 11 is up o us herg an
now lo see \he odds against ther
become no greater.

The pressures are closing inan a
sides. In a dynamic sense the pos
tion tor many is critical.

If this region (South Africa) |5
tragic—example ol the desirugy
eflects of man's activities on wilr
life, itis aiso one inwhich Natura! s
can find abundant interest in ih
secondary efiects of these activitie:

itis up lo us lo see no further an
mals become extinct here, thoug
the same could no! be said of som
other regions of Atrica. Where nig
genous man s still the cardin
destructive forca that the earlier se
ters ware in the Highve!d and Naiz

The wheel has come full gircle an
perhaps the extinction of tF
Quaggaisasmall price to pay for z
attitude of more enlightened ¢
operation betwean man and n
environment. 1

-

Cheetah skins hang like biltong wra butcher's shop dlong a Jonannashirg sidouw.
The skins range from R60 ta R375 anid Dre can buy CHearah Cult shitis, 227 i e
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