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Abstract: The challenge that wildlife managers face in effectively conserving cheetahs is two-fold. In 
recent years, much focus has been given to improving successful captive breeding of cheetahs, while little 
emphasis has been given to the re-introduction of cheetahs. Our efforts to breed cheetahs in captivity 
have been only partially successful. Still, the captive cheetah population is not yet self-sustaining and is 
much less successful than breeding programs for Indian lions or Siberian tigers. Moreover, in order to 
realize our goal of cheetah survival and recovery in the wild, we must ensure that captive-bred cheetahs 
can be successfully re-introduced and that adequate habitat exists for this purpose. Thus, our land 
management philosophy must evolve from that of a "sanctuary" approach to one which investigates 
opportunities for cooperative multiple-use land management. Namibia, with perhaps the world's only 
viable cheetah population, appears to offer the greatest potential for the cheetah's conservation. 












































