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Abstract: Cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) data from our Serengeti field study were used to test Wrangham's 
model of the effects of the intraspecific mutualism on group composition. Wrangham predicted that when 
mutualists have negative effects on the reproductive success of other conspecifics (interference 
mutualism) they should comprise close mutualism, but about 1/3 of these coalitions did not fit the "close 
fit" prediction. When males have close kin they may prefer them, but often there were no close kin with 
which to incorporating this constraint. 

 
 


































