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Abstract: At least 82 percent of the cheetah sightings in the Serengeti were composed of lone adults, 
mothers with cubs, or sub-adult littermates who had not yet separated. Cheetah cubs were born in all 
months of the year. Mean litter size was 3. By 23 months of age all females had separated from their 
littermates, but males littermates sometimes stayed together for 5 years or longer. Females had home 
ranges of about 800 square kilometres, which largely overlapped those of their mothers and sisters. 
Females actively avoided each other, but they were not territorial. Young adult males emigrated from their 
mother's range. Some adult males were territorial, which territories of 12 to 36 square kilometers. Adult 
males who were not littermates sometimes joined together. About half of the adult males lived in groups. 
Among adults there were twice as many females as there were males; this is partly due to some males 
being killed in fights with other male cheetahs. The forming of social groups by half of the adult male 
cheetahs seems to be a strategy of gaining strength in numbers for competing with other male cheetahs. 












































