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Abstract: The present paper has been prepared mainly with practical aims. During our research work in 
Somalia we have become convinced of the need to know the Somali vernacular names of animals. Books 
and periodicals referring to Somalia are often plagued by mistakes in the translation of animal names. 
Almost all names have been collected or checked in the field during our many visits to Somalia. We 
obtained names mainly from local hunters or other people living in the field. 
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