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26.11,1983

H.E.E. Prince Philip,

FPresident,

Norld Fildlife Furnd-International
Buekinghem Pclacs,

Bser Primce Philip,

It w8 & great pleasure for @1l of us, to meet you again
in Belki. Yowr specches, on all ooccazions, were most appropriacte
and enjeopudle.

There was ore project about which I wanted to speak to you,
dut somshow did mot get the oppertuntty,

4ds you kzew, the only mammal whidh Indic has losi is the
dstatic Cheetsk (dciomyz Jubatus). The Hoghul Fmperor dkbar,
hed 500 of these antmals in coptivity, dut the last Chestah
in the wild, was shot somewhere im Nadhya Pradesh in the 1930s,
Fince the lfriean Cheetah belongs to o differant race, it wag
mot possible ge thirk of irtroducing this animcl in‘o a Sepectuary,
$hough some of these scem to be doing well in our Zooe.

It wcs emly adout o decade ago, that 1t was realized that
$he Jrarian #hestch ond the Indian Cheetah belonged to the 8ame
rece, and, #herefore, it would be guite in order, even according
to strict eomservation rules, to imtroduce the Cheetah Jrom Iran
info Iadia.

Puring ehe Second Forld Congress on Kational Parks, held
in Yellomstomne, USA, in 1972, I made a suggestion regarding the
$ransleocstien ef the Iranian Cheetoh into India. 4t that time,
$he Kimister of Environment in Iran was Zskander Firous, and he
weloored ths $dea. There are several knmowledgeadle noturclists
in Jndis, imelwding ¥.X. Ranjit Simgh, our former Director of
Fildlife, Skrd A.Y. Ghorpade of dandur, also a very knowledgecbdle
aaturalist end @ former Finance Nimilater of Karnatake, and many
other memders, doth of the Forest Department and oy World Fild-
Iife Fund, mho think that this projeet is important enough to
merit Imtermattional sypport. One of its advartapges would de,
shet we would Rave fo rehalilitcte erecs where the Oheetfah
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ﬁmr.lr eristed, by tntrodecing blackbuck, Indian gazells,
sgk-noped Rsre, and other ground resting dirds and mammola
phich form the prey of the Cheetah, Thls exercise would be
tn keeping with the fundamenicl principles of FWNF, that we
uid seleet enimals as indicator species, and then rehabilitate
¢ enpironment sround them.

: lg talks with Government officials and others, in Karnataka,
indicate that ¢here are sufsriciently large semi-—arid regions
svetloble in the State, which could be suitably rekabilitfated
for #he Checteh, end stocked with prey species over e period
of § years or so. But this project would only bs worthmhile,
provided the Iranticn cutheriiies were willing to permit the
trenguilising, ecpture, end trapslocation of & Jew Cheetahes
Srom Irsn to Indiac. This is en operation mhich only FFf-Inter-
netional eould undertake, and my purpose in writing to you, i#
¢o let us know whether the FEF Council would agree, in principle,
toc auch ¢ venturs. They could take & decision afier they are
sure that our ground work in Indic has been satisfactorily
eonpleted.

Fith kind rsgords,

Yours gincersly,

| e
i

P

v (ZEafar Futehally)

0C: JFotesimghroo Gaekwad of Baroda
A1) Trustees — FFF India
¥.4, Partha Sarathy
¥.¥Y. @orpade
H.E. Banjit Singh
Nadhev OGedgil
Erishne Fowdc
C.H. Basssppanavar
£, FNeginhal
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Thank you for your letter. I was delighted to have
the opportunity to meet the Trustees of WWF India as well
as the members of the staff while I was in Bombay.

I heard gquite a lot about the cheetah scheme. As I
wae led to understand, it invelved an exchange of Asiatic
licns from Gir for cheetahs from Iran. There seem to be
two main technical problems. The revolution in Iran and
the difficulty of finding a suitable habitat for the cheetahs
in India. Needless to say, WWF International would most
certainly consider very carefully any scheme for the
re-introduction of Asiatic cheetah to India put forward
by IUCN., I am therefore sending a copy of your letter to
‘the World Conservation Center at Gland.
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I acknowledoe, with thanks, the receipt of your letter ¥o.104/4/83-D7,
datsd Pebruary Ind, 1934, on the sudbject of the Cheetzh, szinly pertaining
tc the guestion of a sub-species ever having bean indigenocus to Indis.

1 greatly aporeciate the pains you have taken in fimdino cut and supplying
the infarmation as instances of evidence suggesting thrt an Asiatic
sub-specles waz once native to soms parts of Indla. Gut cf the six ground:
mmitioned in your letter, I fear, I find only two of re:l interest, wisn.
(v} a4 (vi). I do not think we moed bother curmilve:z shout whethsr ths
Chestah was once found in Afghanistan or that it may still be found in
Iran, but it i{s certsinly interssting to rezd the ocontents of (v) and (wi)
eince they are the records of this century., What a gres: pity thet you:
grandfather shot two between 1900 and 1910 and the Kzherajes of Korea, I &=
informed, three wmales, as late 25 in 19451 The historiz: has 9one on record
te say thet they were “wantonly shot¥|

In spite of the above, regretfully, T must say that I still remain rather
concerned about this subject, although, as stated in wy letter addressed

te Ehri Safer Putehally dated Decenber 12, 1933, a oopy of which I had
forvarded te you, you will nots that I have ended item | with the words,

*I would be the happlest person if you or anybody else iz in a peotién o
conclusively prove that the Cheetah was ever indigencus to India.® After all,
I cannot lay claim either to be 2 sclentist or an expert on the subject, but
before my laymen's views are brushe? aside with oonteupt, I feel, I &=
justified in asking for concrete proof to satisfy my inquieitivs mind,

Furthermore, as you will soe from my letter addressed to Shri Zafar Futghally
and referred toc earlier, merely establishing the fact of the Chestah ovEr
baing iadigencus to India is anly a small part, the tip of an iceberg, of
the "master plan’ proposed by him. What I am really quarying is the sagacicy
of the proposal to reintroduce the Asian sub-specles of the Chsetah into &
suitable habitat in Indla, by tramelocating some from Irzn, where wHelir
current existence is highly suspect. When a dozen or more speciesz of animal
and bird life in India are known to be on the brink of extinction, bov could
anyome justify an expensive gimaick like thie, especially when {t involves
o imperilled species? I take it that you have not overlooked this aspect

when mooting the proposal of exchanging scme of cur Asisztic lions with
Chaotasha froz Iran.
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Bombay.

I must cooe again thank you for sending me such a detailed reply which
I hevs geettly appreciated.

Witk kind regarda,
Yours minocerely,

&
(F.P.GAEESAL)

shri Y. Pigvijay Binh,

Deputy Minister for Environment,
Gowernmant of Indis,

Bikemer Eouse,

KB DELHI.

bct Bhri Bamar Singh, Mew Delhi.
shri M.Y.Ghorpade, Bangalore.
Bhri zTafar Futehally, Bangalore.
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Are we in that *hurry't uag heve hardly ecome over the difficulty

cf ruiniroduction =f the Indian “hinoceros) @nd introguction of &
predetor £5 stil: sore diffiewlt Since fis prey rance and the
habitat of Lihc Frey has to ve first estoolishod, To my best
knouledge, thare is hardiy any hauit in Iniia which iz what it

w3s half @ century eu” vhon chestah becane extinct. The first and'
the foremcet question is digd ch-eteh exist in Indiay If $2, when
anu why Sid iU becuinme eitinci ever, when 4. enjoyed nuyal protectior
of the Felizarajas of cheetah habitat, Did 4t b.cems extinct in an
evolutionasry grocess by its reducsd breeding poctential, high
infant wortalily anc reducsd longivity, To QUOLE ycu en exsmple
there 8 not g Bingle cheeleh in Indig today in any Zoological
park. None has the r.cord ef breedinc of cheetah in Indie ! Histcry
should be an aid and not g dictaze. The decisicn has tc be bascd
on ecclog,,

i em visiting Ssurasshbre region of Gujaret which is Salo
toc have somo pockets whesr thie Experiment is to ps= tried. | wij]
ComE up Mith my report in Le_gmberp 1864,

I eu sure thire is nc hurry to bring chestsh and relesse
them. If they are svailable froe and wve are likely Lo lose this
Bpportunity, tnen let us heve then for our 'chestah starveg’ zoos
including the National Loolepical Gerden,Delhi, put Ffogremme of
reintroduction cen Burely wait,

I know | am send.ng this unploesant Paseimistic rote but
I feel it to be my duty once you have invited mo to the propesed
-“Btim'l
With kingd regards,
Yours sincemsly,

£ Boskwend m

: ( Ko5. SANHALA)

Shri Kishore Reo

Peputy Director zhL) F.5. 1 wil)l come tc Deihl from
Department of Enviromment 8omewhere in Gujarst @nd
kildlife section, relurn tc ey Pield work end
Krishi Bhauan, therefore the Bxpenses will
KCW DELHI have tc bc paeid for that

Journey, Flease Bend me 2

if you donpt agree
hulash Garden, Jaipur-302001 India PR BHaM
*.: :H :o:':;'E:t:l:siun Part-1, New Delhi-110048 India Phone : todb0 pay .Fy sldresas would

GANDHINAGAR, Gujarat. be e/c Lonservator of Ferssts, «:

Tie.
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B/18 December 18, 1984
Bub: Proposal to re-intrcduce the Asiatic sub-epecies
of the Cheetah (Acinonyx Jubatus venaticus) into
the Indian sub=continent.
Dem. Fetes

I am not sure whether you are aware of the above proposal mooted by the

Government of India and whether your fearned views on the subject have
been elicited.

Actually, the original proposal goes back to over 10 years ago when a
dialogue was started by the Government of India with the then Government
of Iran suggesting the exchange of a certaln number of Aslatlc Cheetahs
from Iran for a number of Aslatic lions from India. The same proposal has
been revived about 2 years ago when Mr. Zafar Putehally, a former Vice
President and Trustee of WWP-India, marked a copy to me of the letter
dated 26-11-1983 he had addressed to HRH The Duke of Edinbubgh. I wrote

to Mr. Futehally on December 12, 1983 conveying my frank comments on the
subject.

You would be doing me a great personal favour as also a great service to the
conservation movement if you could devote mome time to go through the
enclosed correspondence and let me have the benefit of youf expert and
scientific reactions to the proposal, and particularly in reference to the
viewe I have expressed in my letters. I might add that the views expressed
are personal and not the views of WWF-INdia.

BeSfre I end, may I take this opportunity of wishing you a Merry X'mas and
a2 Happy and Prosperous New Year?

With kind regards,

ES,‘EL Dileep VY - 7@,{& Yours sincerely,
Feve :
ad =t
(P.P.GAEEWAD)

Mr. Peter Jackson,
Haut Verger,
1171 Bougy Villars,
Bwitzerland,



Office of the CHAIRMAN BRC - BOMBAY

B/18 December 26, 1964

Thank you very much for sending me a oopy of your
letter dated Movember 20th, 1984, addressed to Bhri
Kishore Rao. The meeting, as you know, was put off at
the last moment, probably due to the announcement of
General Elections, s

I am glad you have conveyed your frank and forthright
views on the subject of the re-introduction of the
Cheetah into the Indian sub-continent. Instead of
writing to you in detail about my views on the subject,
I am enclosing a copy of my letter dated 12th December
1983, addressed to Bhri Zafar Futehally, wherein, as
¥ou will notice, I have raised several fundamental
issues. Perhaps, when You have a little spare time, you
could let me have your views on some of the points I
have made. Kindly note that these are my personal views
and not those of WWF-India.

Thank you again for sending me a copy of the letter.

With best wighes,
Yours sincerely,

(F.P.GAEKWAD)

8Bhri K.8.Bankhala,
21, Phuleshwar Garden,
JAIPUR 302 001.
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Kb J:fug St

Bary tkamks fer yeur letter dated 18.12.84 rafesrins te a wrepemal te
re-iptreduce the Asistic Swbh Specles ef the Cheretah imte the .ndisr
Sub Cemtiment.

I am grateful te yev fer seekimg my reoctiens te the abeve wrowessal., As vyeu
are aware, tke Betaklishrent cenelders me s raverick whese vnerthedery visys
nre Bapt left unsclicited.

I am herrified te learn eof the wrevesal ef exchanse of lranian Cheetshs fer
indian liers. We already have tec few ef these animals in tern cenetricted
ar ares, Ilr viey of the woverzxmert s miserable failura te estgrlish g secend
keme for the lien im Chandraprabhe we sheuld endesveur te repezt the
yeripent in @ were realistic manker, instead ef prepecing ar irrespensible
waTter exchanze with a war terx regzime, The propesal is te my mind the
typical attitude of Wild Life Censervation paying fer iteelf in = elick desl,
with a winimur of fipamcisl er meral cemmitiment en the prrt of Gevermwent,

RegaTidingz the (re) Intreductier of the Cheetak, 1 de net think there caz e
any cwjectien te such a preject if the Gevi. of India are willing te
wnderwrite the necessery finaveial and envirencental ceEmittwerts, if eply
te prove the sincerity ef their devetien te the principle of Wild Life
CeceervatisR. Te my mimd it is immaterial whether the avhbapefiss if judbatxs
er vennticus fer the strongieheld of scimntific eaveant is rTawiély lesings us
the cenpervation battle of cttritien. Thie rigid degma rf the gcientist, must
Eew be tempered oy the Tlexible svilesk e the Counsarvationisht, amd ret
vice versa if we intend te curtain thke Wena fides of eur claims.

Fiaslly in view ef the uncentrellakle murge ir buzan wewulatiern, and tke
disal friure fer the mlains rongins ecarmiveraa like the 1iem, welf, lymx,
fex, #ats ef the demert ete, T dent think there isg the slishteat likelitesd
87 the (re) Intreductier o the cheetsh Beins anything else but ar exereice
in futility, "mlecss we can have a peparate Wild Iife Servcie te meniter such
“u exmeriment,

1 aw sending yeuw a cemy o mvy papar er the Mamecting Pheuoxena feor veur
infermatien. I leek ferward te discuseing this with yeu en Ey visit te Pelhi.

Many geed wishes fer the New lear,

Youre sincers e

Arjen Sin
Lt, Cel,Patecinghrae P,Guekvwsd ef Bareic
President; WWrY- India,
T, Bupleix lane
New Delhi
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SPECIES SURVIVAL COMMISSION
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wl CAT SPECIALIST GROUP

Chairman
Peter Jackson
1171 Bougy-Villars

Switzeriand
Tel : (021) 76 60 12 Lt. Col. F.P. Gaekwad
Tix: 22618 wen ch Hoechst House, 17th Floor

Nariman Point
Bombay 400 021
Inde

2 January 1985

Dear Fatehsingh,
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Thank you for your letter about the cheetah re-introduction proposal. I
was interested to read the attached correspondence.

The Cat Group gave its views at the Kanha meeting in the following

recommendation, which has now been approved by the Steering Committee of the
Species Survival Commission:

Recognizing that reintroduction of endangered felids into former parts of
their range may be essential to the long-term survival of taxa, such as
the Asiatic lion and the Asiatic cheetah,

that such reintroductions would stimulate public interest in the
preservation of these species and in conservation in general,

that such an endeavour would result in effective conservation of the
remnant habitats of these species, which have been severely degraded,

that the detailed investigation with regard to the status, distribution
and ecology of the relict populations of these endangered taxa in their
present habitat, which would be an essential precursor to any programme of
reintroduction of such species, would lead to better conservation of these
relict populations in their existing habitats,

declaring that such reintroductions should only be carried out in
consonance with the IUCH position statement on Introductions,
Reintroductions and Restocking,

the IUCH/SSC Cat Specialist Group recommends:

that efforts be made to ascertain the possibilities of reintroduction of

species, such as the Asiatic lion and the Asiatic cheetah, in former
habitats from which they have disappeared.

Avenue du Mon-Bane Taler Z2B18 wicri ch

Telegrams
TH8E Gaand - Swatreriand Tel (022 64 7181

RICHATLURE GLANT
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Wnile the recommendation favours the idea in principle, the IUCH Position
Statement referred to contains important provisos as far as the cheetah is
concerned. I enclose the relevant section, but should like to mention some
points here. Firstly, the statement says that reintroductions should only
take place where the original causes of extinction have been removed.
Secondly, the species should only be reintroduced if measures have been taken
to reconstitute the habitat to a state suitable for the species. Thirdly, the
animals involved must be of the closest available race or type to the original
stock, and preferably be the same race as that Previously occuring in the area.

The third point is an important one in view of information I have received
from Samar Singh that Kenya has offered cheetah for the project. The fact is
that the Asiatic cheetah, Acinonyx jubatus venaticus still exists in Iran, as
we know from a recent communication from the Director of the Teheran Natural
History Museum to M.A. Rashid, although he gave no numbers. Clearly any
animals for reintroduction in India should come from there and the Director
told Rashid that his reguest had been passed to the relevant authorities. Of
course, it is difficult to communicate with Iran these days, but this may
change. So long as true Asiatic cheetah exist, IUCK could not approve
reintroduction of African cheetah.

There are arguments that recent research has shown a very narrow genetic
base for cheetah, but the samples were from Namibia and Zimbabwe, with some
from Kenya. That is not a valid basis for argument that African cheetah
should be reintroduced in India.

I am sympathetic to the view that a reintroduction project could help
restoration of degraded areas, and I would love to see cheetah again in India,
but I have difficulty in envisaging restoration of a truly viable wild
population, given the pressure on land. I doubt whether sufficient prey
populations could be established. Cheetah need large areas and are threatened
even in Africa. Furthermore, experience in Bophutatswana showed that cheetah
have a marked tendency to wander and to attack livestock. They are certainly
a problem in ranching areas in Namibia ang Zimbabwe. Can you imagine the
situation in India? In view of the anti-conservation sentiment aroused by
tiger attacks on humans - apart from their cattle lifting - reintroduction of
cheetah, which started attacking livestock, could well be counter-productive.

Frankly, I feel that there are so many conservation issues of far higher
priority in India than attempts at cheetah reintroduction.

I have a few points regarding Zafar's letter. The cheetah is the only cat
epecies India has lost, but not the only mammal - the Javan and Sumatran
rhinos, for example, once lived there. Akbar had some 1,000 cheetah, I
believe, not 500, and the last cheetah were shot by the Maharajah of Korea
towards the end of 1947 not in the 1930s - Van Ingen's letter to the BNHS
reporting the incident was dated 9 January 1948,

I hope these comments are useful.

With warm regards,
Lo D

Peter F R Jackson
Chairman



PART I1I

THE RE-INTRODUCTION OF SPECIES

Re-introduction is the release of a species of animal or plant into
an area in which it was indigenous before extermination by human
activities or natural catastrophe. Re-introduction is a particularly
useful tool for restoring a species to an original habitat where it
has become extinct due to human persecution, over-collecting,

over-harvesting or habitat deterioration, but where these factors can
now be controlled.

Re-introductions should only take place where the original causes of
extinction have been removed.

Re-introductions should only take place where the habitat
requirements of the species are satisfied. There should be no
re-introduction if a species became extinct because of habitat change
which remains unremedied, or where significant habitat deterioration
has occured since the extinction.

The species should only be re-introduced if measures have been taken
to reconstitute the habitat to a state suitable for the species.

The basic programme for re-introduction should consist of:

= a feasibility study

- a preparation phase

- release or introduction phase
- follow-up phase.

The Feasibility Study

a) BAn ecological study should assess the previous relationship of
the species to the habitat inte which the re-introduction is to
take place, and the extent that the habitat has changed since the
local extinction of the species. If individuals to be
re-introduced have been captive-bred or cultivated, changes in
the species should also be taken into account and allowances made
for new features liable to affect the ability of the animal or
plant to re-adapt te its traditional habitat.

b) The attitudes of local people must be taken into account
especially if the re-introduction of a species that was
persecuted, over-hunted or over collected is proposed. If the
attitoude of local people is unfavourable an education and
interpretive programme emphasizing the benefits to them of the
re-introduction, or other inducement, should be used to improve
their attitude before re-introduction takes place.

c) The animals or plants involved in the re-introduction must be of
the cleosest available race or type to the original stock and
preferably be the same race as that previously occuring in the
area.
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The Preparation and Release or Introductory Phases

The successful re-introduction of an animal or plant requires
that the biological needs of the species be fulfilled in the area
where the release is planned. This requires a detailed knowledge
of both the needs of the animal or plant and the ecological
dynamics of the area of re-introduction. For this reason the
best available scientific advice should be taken at all stages of
a species re-introduction. This need for clear analysis of a
number of factors can be clearly seen with reference to
introductions of ungulates such as ibex, antelope and deer where
re-introduction involves understanding and applying the
significance of factors such as the ideal age for re-introducing
individuals, ideal sex ratio, eeason, specifying capture
techniques and mode of transport to re-introduction site, freedom
from disease and parasites, acclimatisation, helping animals to
learn to forage in the wild, adjustment of the gut flora to deal
with new forage, "imprinting" on the home range, prevention of
wandering of individuals from the site or re-intreoduction, and on
Site breeding in enclosures before release to expand the released
population and acclimatise the animals to the site. The
re-introduction of other taxa of plants and animals can be
expected to be similarly complex.

Follow-Up Phase

1.

Monitoring of released animals must be an integral part of any
re-introduction programme. Where possible there should be long term
research to determine the rate of adaptation and dispersal, the need
for further releases and identification of the reasons for success or
failure of the programme.

The species impact on the habitat should be monitored and any action
needed to improve conditions identified and taken.
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KAILASH SANKHALA

JAIEUS
Janusry 3, 198¢

vur nighness,

vish you & Happy lew Yeer !

Thank veu very much for your lettur
deted Jecember 26, 1984, I am happy that you
apprecialec my views on reoinircou_ticn of Cheetzh
in indiz. ! think, people arc too keer to have more

cf publicit; stunt then rezl censervation werk.,

yeul Rithnous mey Tevall thae a2 similsr
stunt wies vtageo rocercing Incian Lion which hed
giled tuv such an extent that we have not been able
fof rethinksme of znother vood area. 1t is =ctuslly
titention since it sctaaldo

exists in vigble number, then Lheetah which hzs become

the 1ion that needs more a

absolutely extinct from India.

1 have zlso resd your letter addressed to
~nri cafur futehelly. I will submit my detziled vieus
celntuise sdding more informzticn,if I can, in my

next lecter,
with kind recards,

Yours sincerely,

i.l-[.‘! __&l:!l..l”'."ll 3

b —
(KAILAuH aaNKHALA)

Lt.Lol, Fetehsinchrao P ,Gaekuad

of bezroda,

Freczident, world wildlife Fund,Indiz,
Hoechst House,17th floor,

hariman Foint,

.El[.,--|I...-"|‘|.I'i‘l 'EJ-L.'U D‘lf-‘l

Jdeipur Address : 21, Dhuleshwar Garden, Jaipur-302001 India Phone : 61958
New Delhi Add. : B-58, Souih Extension Part-l, New Delhi-110048 India Phone : 699241
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Office of the CHAIRMAN : ‘BRC - BOMBAY

B/18 Janvary 16, 1985

DE.:.. FT‘:-:JL

!hnkrmhty’ou:htt-r of January 3rd. Thank you also
for your good wishes for the Mew Year, which I heartily
reciprocata.

Coming to the Cheetah, I think you have hit the mail on
the head when you say that some people are pressing %
re-introduction of the Cheetah as a pure publicity stunt
far yemoved from any conservation ideals. Like you I
shall never forget the lion stunt when more than 10,000
peoprle hade gathered in the Chandraprabha sanctuary to
witness the release of a trioc of lions.

I now await your expert views en the oontents of my letter
addressed to Bhri Safar Putehally. Plesase doc not hesitate
to sontradiot me if you think it iz necessary. ¥hank you
again for writing to me.

With best wishes,

¥r. EKailash Sankhala,
21, Dhuleshwar Garden,
JAIFOR-302001, Rajesthan.



Office of the CHAIRMAN BRC - DELHI

20th January 1985,

Dear Peter,

Very mpuy thanks for your wvery detmilec letter

dated 2nd January 1985 gent in reply to my letter
regardiug the proposel of re-introduction ef the
Cheeteh, I think you bave summed it up well amnd

crme to the same conclusion Lhat lhave wizi "that

there are so many conservation iessucs of far higher
priority in India than sivempts a Cheetah introductiocn®,

1 greatly appreciate the pain you have taken in
sending me such an exhauvstive letier and 1 thenk
you egain for it,

HAPPY NEW YEAK.
¥ith kind regerds,

Yours sincerely,

y

(Fatesinghreso P,Gaekvad)

Peter Jackeon Esg. .,
Chairman

Cat Bpecialist Group
IUCN-S8C,

1171 Bougv-Villars
SYITZISRLAKD.
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WILDLIFE CONSERVATION INTERNATIONAL

—— — A DIVISION OF THE NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY ™
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January 25, 1985

Lt. Colonel Fatesinghroa P. Gaekwad of Baroda
Hoechst House, 17th Floor

Nairman Point, Bombay 400 021

India

Dear Gaekwad of Baroda:

Thank you for your letter regarding the re-introduction of cheetah into
India. This subject was raised at the 1969 IUCN conference in Delhi.
On being asked if this was possible, I made two main points:

1) There is probably no area in India which has a large enough
wild prey population to support a viable cheetah Population on a long-
term basis. The main prey in the past was presumably blackbuck supplemented
by chinkara, young nilgai,hares and others. My research in East Africa
showed that a cheetah Preying on Thomsons gazelles kills about one animal
every 3 days or so, and that a female with young averages a gazelle per
day. You can calculate how many prey animals are needed to support even
a small cheetah population without declining — several thousand. Does
India now have a suitable place? Do you plan to supplement the cheetah's
diet with live sheep and goats?

2) Introductions are difficult unless wild-caught adults are used.
Young animals do not know how to hunt and kill, and to teach them is a
difficult and time-consuming process.

It is obviocusly possible to bring back an animal which once was a part

of India. However, the task should be most carefully planned and executed
to aveid injury or death to even one of the few surviving cheetah in Iran.
This means that expert help must be sought in catching and translocating
cheetah and that released animals must be carefully monitored and protected.

I would be interested to hear if India taked further steps in this matter.

With best regards.

Sincerely,

Apesqe B G lallp

George B. Schaller
Director

GBS:ng

P.S. The panda situation is not good, but not as bad as reported in the
news. I have finished my panda work, though the project continues, and
plan to concentrate on Tibet.

Mew York Zoological Society P.O. Box 48177
Bronx, N.Y. 10460 = Mairobi, Kenya
212-220-5090 011-254-2-23206



2.11:1983

-

Dear Mr., n"r#ll

Ooe of the projects which WiF-larnstaks must pursuwe is the atiempt $o
reintreduce the Cheetab in suitable sress within the Btate, Binece the
African Cheetak ie mot of $he same reco as the Indiar eme, the prespect
ef impoerting Cheetahs from Africa cannot be sontemplated.

Hovever, some years age, it was discevered that the Chestahs purviving in
Iren, beleng to the Same race as these in Indis, and the peeple working in
Iran, ineleding Eskander Pirous, the them Minister for Wildlife, were mot
averse %o having a jeint projeet with India for reirtroducing the animal
ivn a suitable habitat ir Karmataks, whieh was its eriginal homs,

I mede a reference t¢ this possibility in the Becond World Conference of
Bationel Parks, held ir Yellowstone Natienasl Park im the United Btates in
1972, The propess] was welcemed alsc by N.KE, Ranjit Bimgh, whe was shen
the Directer of Wildlife, Ministry of Agriculture, Govermment eof Indis,

Cenditiens in Irse have sltered drespically im the last 10 years, and I de
noet knov whether the Cheetahis still exist there. But shere are several
peeple here, whe are very keen that sueh an sttempt should be made. If we
tkink of such 2 projeet, the fellowing steps will be imvelved:

(1) %o got confirmatior from Iran that Chestahs ars availabls,

and t¢ get Intermstiescl smppert fer their sapture and trans-
legation 4o Indie.

(2) IXdentify o smitable habitat, declare it as a Sanctuary,
and steck it with suitable proy species.

(3) Reintreduce the smimal by slev stages into the wild.

It is wndoubiedly s diffieult, but an exeiting eperatien, and if you think

the project is verih pursuing, perhaps we ean ferm a Task Perce of knowledge-
able Censervatieonists and Gevernment Officials, and ge shead

Tov are particularly well pleaeced to be the Cemvemer of sush a project,
becanse Bandur was eme of the homss of the Cheoteh, and yoeur standing, both
in the effiecial and the mem—eofficial world will help to¢ take mmtters forward.

I am taking the liberty of copying this letter % the pecple whe, I $hink,
would be interested ir the project. Do let me kmev when you are mpxt in
Bengalers, se that we esr diseuss this.

Mr, M.Y, Gerpads, > Yeurs Binserely,
Sandur, Bellary Distriet, I
EARNATALL . ~

CC: President W¥P-India, (Zafar Putohslly)

Coairman, Beuthern Regien (WVF), Madhav Gadgil, C,E. Basappanavar,
Br, Erishse '"l‘. ¥Y.EB.P. hrd'. WASI.
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Lt Col Potasingheac P. Gavkwad of Barods Hoachst Houss, 17th Floor
Preaidant

Mariman Polni, Bombay 400 023
Tel: 231672.232030
Grams: RAINBOW BOMBAY

- Telex: O11-3436/4718 FATE IN

December 12, 1983

M#WZ .
'Thalk you fo marking a Copy to me of your letter dated 2nd November 1983

addressed to Mr. M.Y.Ghorpade on the pPossibillity of re-introducing the
‘Cheetah in Karnataka. Thank ¥ou alsc for sending me a copy of your letter
 dated 26-11-1983 addressed to HRH The Duke of Edinburgh.

‘Permit me to may that I do not agree with the basic 1dea itself as algo BECme
of the reasons advocated in its favour. Here are my reasons.

1. 1 have myself done a fair amount of rescarch to establish whether the
Cheetah was evor indigenous to Indla. I have come to the definite

and later on by some pPrincely families like Kalhapur or because the word
'Cheetah’' has been commonly used for the Leopard, The Baroda family
being closely related to the Kolhapur family, in tho 20'g and 30'a, we
acquired some from Kolhapur and used them foy hunting the blackbuck. I
mysell have hunted with them in the late 30's and carly 40's. when I
started my private zoo in the palace campound, I imported a Young female
from Nairobl, hand-reared It, kept It an a I'et, but never hunted with i,
The records of the erstwhile State of Kolhapur reveal that in an attempt,
to breed these lovely species carnivora, the late Shahu Chhatrapati Miharaf
imported 20 pairs from East Africa and released them in a wallegd enclosure,
The experiment was a total failure. I do not think that:your information
that "some of these Seem to be doing well in our zoos" is based on facts,
While some zoos in the States and in Europe have now been able to breed the
Cheetah successfully, no Indian zoo, to my knowledge, has ever succeeded in
doing so, Having saig this, I would be the happiest person if you or

anybody else is in a position to conclusively prove that the Cheetah was
ever indigenous to India.

2. If it can be proved that an Asiatic sub species dgid once exist in the
Sub-Continent and that it is now extinct angd also that it is the Bame
epecies as the one known to be in existence in Iran 10 Years ago, ‘does the
suggested habitar jip Karnataka have no other carnivora like the Tiger and
Leopard? I think it ig an accepted fact that one of the main reasons why
the Asiatic Lion is now only to be found in one amall corner of India ic
that he was driven there by the more powerful Tiger and because there is no

Tiger population in that area today., I think the Bame would be the case
with the Leopard and the Cheetah. .

3. 1 would be delightfully surprised to know that the Cheetah still exists in

Iran and if it does, whether it has more than a viable population justifying
the translocation of a few to India,

Hesdguarers : WWF-INDIA, Clo. Goda| B Boycs Mig. Co. Pvi. Lid., Lalbaug, Parel, Bombay 400 012,
Tel : 441381  Graga ¢ PANDAFUND BOMBAY



WORLD WILDLIFE FUND INDIA

Lt. Col. Fatesinghrac P. Gaskwad of Baroda Hoechat Houss, T7th Floor

Precidant MNarimen Polnt, Bombey 400 02}
Tel: 231872-232030 *
Grame: RAINBOW BOMBAY
Tolax: O11-3438/4T18 FATE IN

4, I feel it would be a crime and an exerclse in futility if the Asian
Lion is translocated to Iran without ascertaining that there is a
_healthy habitat in existence there.

B _rlﬁnlly, and most importantly, how can the Government of India, World
‘Wildlife Fund-International and World Wildlife Fund-India justify them=~
selves to even look at such a proposal when literally dozens of specles
of animal, bird and plant life are threatened with imminent extinction
in India? They will certainly open themeolves to mockery, a justifiable

charge of hypocrisy, and severe adverse publicity, which the conservation
movement can ill-afford.

I do hope my condid observations are net misunderstood. I have no ultericr

‘motive and no axe to grind. I belleve that in matters of conservation, one

must be frank, even to the polnt of belng bruLal. Conservationists the world
over must stand up to the powerful challenges before them. Priorities will

‘have to be established and action-oriented plans implemented. There is no

place for idealism. Cold hard facts have to be accepted and faced with courage
and conviction. There is no room for either fancy ideas or popular programmes.

I am marking a copy of this letter to those to whom you have sent copies of your
letter addressed to Mr.M.Y.Ghorpade. Also, since you have addressed a letter
toc His Royal Highness, I am marking a copy to him as well as to &ll our Truste:s
I am alsc marking a copy to the Dy.Minlster for Environment since yesterday's

papers carried a report that supports your suggestion. A further copy is also
being sent to Mr. Samar Singh. 2t

With best wishes,

Yourse elncerely,

(F.P.GAEKWAD)

Mr. Zafar Futehally,

Vice=-President, )

World Wildlife Fund-India,

Dodda Gubbl Post,

Vvia Vidyanagar, - : .
BANGALORE-562134.

Hesdguartars : WWF-INDIA, Clo, Godrsl B Inm_ulq. Co. Pvi. Lid, Lelbaug, Parsl, Bombsey 400 012,
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