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Abstract: The Asiatic cheetah is an endangered species. It has become extinct throughout most
of its former range, but still occurs in some arid areas of Turkmenistan, along the northwestern
border of Afghanistan and in the eastern half of Iran. The Asiatic cheetah is protected in the
USSR and Iran. Further data on its status and distribution are needed as a basis for establishing
further reserves.



ASIATIC CHEETAH

Acinonyx jubatus venaticus (Criffich, 1821)

Ordar CABNIVORA : Family FELIDAE
STALNS d ad, Har b axtiger t.hroughaul: mach of its Eormer range (%;

B; 7} bot uill oveeurs in arid srsas of Turkmeniya, the northwest border of
-Afghaniscan, and sastern half of ‘lran. - It is protected iv the USSR and lran.
‘Purther dats ou its status and distribution mre cesdsd as & basis for the uuhli-h—-
-mant of additional vesarves.

DISTRIBUYION  Forserly, fairly arid regions from the Deccan Plutesu, Central
India, Rajastan and Gujarat through Sind, Afghuniscen, Baluchistan, Iran and Irsq
to Byria, Jordsn and Israel and across MNorth Africs to Rio de Qro. 1In USSE, in
Turkmen{ya, Uzbekistan, Tadzthikistan snd, wntil the 18¢h century, in Transcaucasis;
at present, confined to the southern desert sres, vhers it is seen only rarely.

T In Afghanfatsn itw status fa vncereain but it mey #till occur oo the Turkoeniym
border.(5; 8) 1In 1972 snd 1973, Pakistan fur traders obtsined cheetah skina that
wore alleged to have come from nortbern Afghanistan, In Pakistan, in 1971, there
were mnconfirmed raports of the occurrence of cheetah in the Turbat regiom of :

- Baluchistan, in the sxcrews southwest near the Irsvian border. ({(T.J. Koberts R
1974, pars. comm.} In Yram now found in all Plateay provinces, (&; E. Firouz -

1574, pers, conm.) In Arabis the most recent records are of four killed in porthe .

~-#ro Saudi Arabia in the 1950's, and oos in the Syrisn desert of Irag in 1947-

--48,(7) There have bHaan TeceEnt reports, comsidered to be asuthentic, of chastsh

. sighr.inxl in“the Qatearah Depression in- !mt. {®. Fitter 1974, pers. comm.)
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“In Irem, gaining stesdily in w.nbers and distribution, more than 'S0

.in'mm .and more tham 200 outside them, including more than 30 in and near
- Khosh Yellagh Protected Region. - (E. Pirouz 1974, pers. comm.) Alpost certsinly
. egtinct in India {thres shot io.one might in 1947 were reputedly the last, but h.u
tlmbemsminmuumtm!umyuktcuthcmlyl%ll' :
{N.X. RanJitsith 1974, pers. com.), alsc probably mxtinct in Saudi Arabia, Jordam,
- Israe}, Urbekistan and Tadrhikinten,{l; #; 10) Over-imncing of the chuuh and of

© gazelles, ite principal pray, has bun t:h- ujm- caune of thn sufnal*s decline,

{l. .‘I?.um 19?&. yers :_.) s
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mmt ?ti.ncipllly demt stzppu lnd low hills that have guellu. Also in
: The desert mountains of Fhosh Yeilagh where they prey predoainantly on urial.
(8. Firour 1974, pera..coma.) The destyuction of bhabitat and comsequent loms of

~_ prey apecies bas been a lignifir.mt Eacter ln t.hc mi-l.l’l dsplatio‘n in certain
S ATRRS, ~vr v s - e -l B . : N
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" . pressat -in several reserves and in the Xhosh Yeilagh Protected Begion in the
. mortheast, vhere rights of exploitation and usage axe rescricted buc not eliminaced—
- mting im strictly probibited, with a fioe of Rials 100,000, Included in Appeudiz -
X of tha Convention on Internationsl Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauns t.nd .
. Flora, .1973; ‘trade in.these mimais between acceding oatiovs is subject to wevers '

‘-"-_ restriction, trade for prinatily comwrcisl porposes is banned. . In 1971/74, the
- Interpational Fuxr Trade redcnt_ion ayeut«{ A wlmtn‘y ban’ a-:mg Sta mewberebip -~




CONSERVATION MEASURES PROPOSED Purthar investigetions into {ts status end -
distribution in countries in which it atill occurs are urgently required as e ’
basis for the creation of proparly protected reserves. Thare srs plans for up~
grading the Ihdsh Yeilagh to a Wildlife Park. Reintroduction into Sovist Central
Asia has besn suggested.(ll)

REMARKS In 1976, coe old male was beld in Tehran Zoo and one adult female was
. kept in the Rare Carnivore Unit of the Department of the Emvirooment. Plans are
‘being made to attempt breseding. (P. Joslin 1976, pers. comm.)~ Thare ie ona pair -
in Alms~Ats 209, USSR.(2) Fllerman and Morrisom-Scott (1951) consider, at leaat
provisioually, that the rsnge of the Asiatic chaetah extends into North Africa.
Other suthoritiss (e.g. Barper, 1945) consider tha North African cheetab to be a
" ssparate subspecies, A. j. hecki Mlxhciur, 1913,
| .
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