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Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to tackle records themselves, what they are, what they 
could be and offer a digest of notable longevity data from my files.  
Zoos do have records against the meaning of researchers who are of the opinion that there are 
no records, but there is also the problem with the zoo's budget. The director must be willing to 
make a commitment in this regard, he must realize that some basic records are necessary, and 
must see that they are established. Several zoos in America now have progressive record 
systems. Attached is a longevity record for zoo felids including cheetah. 



RECORD KEEPII1G AND I.ONGEVIIY OF FELiOS IN CAPTIVITY

ove. rhe Dast thrFe montls I have dLtended a nrber or re.tings {he'e tf.
Dr inc iDal  toDic  hds been the use of  zoos i r  .esedrcn.  tnd ore ia jor  coTl . l l t
i "a t  cbnst"n i t r  appears concerns records of  the an i ld ls  in  the Ddrr l ru la .
collection being discussed, or the lack of suitabte records Unfortunatelv
nanv a.addic rasearchers are of the ooinion that there are no r.cords, {hich
is  iar  f rom being t rue,  or  that  the f j les  avai lab le  are meaqer ,  th ich is  qu i te

For  over  30 yea.s  I  lave been d lqg ing in to  ?oo f i les  in  nr  a t l , .D[  to  .ecord
lonqer l l -y  an i l  exh ib 

 

ion data for  aore rhdn 2,800 spe. ies and subspeLies or
mamals inar  tave been a pdr l  o l  the Hor ld ' .  4oo ro l lec t lon! .  Ih"se f r le '  a .e
sonerhat d nirror of that ihe zoos have to offer; in some cases t have nore
only becaose t have been able by careful analvsls to detemine oriqin of specific
ind iv iduals .  and ke€D t rack of  one anina l  as i t  noves dbout  the zoo wo. ld .
You nioht c,ll this an iifornal studbook. scientists have been calling for the
establishnent of studbooks or registers for all 

-of 
the nanv felines not in

Lapt iv i t r !  dnd I  rou ld  agree th is  seqs d rece.s i tv .  in  ds mu(h as manv or  our
zoo soec i f rens dre c lose lv  re ldrpd,  and deleter iou5 inbreeding does oc lLr

_!epJtpose or  Lhrs  pdper  is  to .acr le  records t l 'e$e lves i  lhat  thev are,  {hat
i iF l  could oe drd of 'e i  a  d iqest  or  no ldb l .  longevi t r  da ld  l 'o i  oJ f i l . ( .

Record (eoina has been Dart of the everJddv ddmjnjst.aiive horl dt ndnv zoos'
dnd one car  f ;nd " . .d  l i ies  9o in9 ba lk  ro  l32c at  London.  1840 a!  l fs i , . .da i '
1865 at  ser l in ,  1874 at  Phi l ;de l ih ia ,  and 1900 at  both the Bronx and Nashinqton
unior tunatetv  imv or  the f i tes ; r  luropea.  zoos were lost  in   F iass ive d i .
ra ids ot  {or ld  ra i  l l ,  ano fo .  ndcy of  t t  zoos estdb l jshed i f  thrs  Lenturv
record te€pi ro  is  c  new orocedure.  l t  is  c lose ly  t red to  how the /oo is  operdt .d
6nd ov {hon. The zoo thal does not have a secrerarv. or a zoorosrst canior
be erpst 'd  ro  nar 'e  verJ  qood 'eco.ds,  ano whi 'e  In  lh is  da l  d td  aqF i t  rcu ld
se"-  t1e he iqht  o t  fo l ly  Lo e ioect  dny zoo to  opcrd ie  oh lv  " r th  a  d i recrorr

At  the r .cent  neet ins of  the A.A,A.S.  in  san F.anc isco the subject  o f  h i r ing a
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staff nenber {ho vould be ln chafqe of just research {as given considerable
coment. The salary ranse proposed Has close to $20,000 a vear, and at the
tine I could not help but think of the nany zoo directors around both the
0.S. and turope {ho make far less than thati and not having aiv assistance'
are exoectea io perfom Herculean tasks in conservation, educatlon and research
dd still run a clean and .onplete zoo. The rondon zoo has for nanv vears
funded the position of records keeper, and afiong zoos nor Pavlng som-aone Just
to  handld racords are Oklahoma Ci ty ,  the Bronx,  Nat ional  Zoolos ica l  Park,
San Dr'eqo and Berljn. Horcver, dost zoos cannot afford this luxurv, Nhich
hust be taken into conslderation by anvone lnvolved in research of 2oo animals'
fe l ines as wel l  as pr inates,  b i rds or  what  have you.  s t i l l  dne does expect
someth lng,  and what  does ex is t  is  adnj t ted ly  in  many cases verv  l i t t le -

lomal ]y  records are snal l  cards,  o f ten one per  each ind iv idual  an imal .  These
list the sex, date of arrival, and date of departure when it leaves The name
o ' t t e  d 4  r o l  n a y  a l 5 0  b e  r F , o - d e o ,  a l t h o u g l  n o t  a l d a y s  T t i \  i s  t 5 e  s u l  l o l d r
or  {h" r  one h i l l  r ind on r \e  ia jor i t r  o '  /oo 'F .o .ds at  ro tL  /oor  a i  l r '  to . rd .
r 'ss inq . .e  sJch i -po. 'dnL odtd as o. iq in !  prev ioLs ano presenr  red i (d l  l " i5 lo  /

i 'o  beh.v io .  1n capt i { i [y ,  or ]y  a  handfr l  o t  roo(  can of fer  Lr r j r  ' i ta l  ddta ro
r ' ra ,  to  L"pt ive b.eedlnq p.ogrars ,  l t  i (  Just  ! l is  rdc '  hat  b . 'nq '  ' \e  dver-
doe s tudboo\  tAFoer  to  the po,nr  o l  l rust ra t ion.  dnd br 'nqs do,n 01 f l 'e  F" .d
oi the zoo dJrector the wrath of the scientific comuditv

Conserva t ion  o f  fe l ines  in  capt jv i t v  has  been th€  over r id ins  there  a t  th is  and
pdr t  s rposra i  yFr  a  _os t  d l  o l  oJ .  va . ious  o 'o r rc ,s  a re  rh 'ed 'e ted  br  t te
i a c r  o i  r n r o m a i i o n  t l e  " . i F d l s , e  d r e  r o . r i n q  h  l r  c d r p ' r o r .
For  S iber lan  t iqers  !e  know the  or js in  o f  a  fe {  an iMls '  s ince  the  zoo center
1n  norco ,  used io  D"o{  de  ed  h  an i ra l  { i th  d  pdsspor t ;  g iv i '  q  iaoo . tanL fa  ts
on  r r  a .e .  o l  cap tLre ,  ddre  dqo h js to rv  u4 l r i  dFoar tu .e  rmn thF L l  c  (  D

I f  such passpor ts  a r€  s t j l l  be ing  used they  a fe  no t  be inq  sent  a lonq w i th  the
a i ima ls  6v  o ;€sent  an jna l  b rokers .  one can assune the  na jo r  po jn t  o f  o r isJn
jo .  manv or  lhe , lFe tah :  'o -  r r  , "0 - iv i t y  bas .d  o r  Lhe iJ , t  r ld l  r \ "  ded ' "5
aro  t ru ipe .s  ro r t  rq  oL t  o r  50ur r  l , les_  ar " icd  'P '  rF  thc i "  an i rd ls  11  i td t  q  1
. a ] a r e d i t L e v e ' . | | e i a c t t | d | d 1 ' ' a ] , o ' t e . p a 5 s ! h r o - 9 h t H o � � � � � � � �
' o ,F  ha .ds  berore  f  na l l y  a . r ' v ino  d  r l c  2oo has  (pndFd ro  obscLr "  t re  o"1q ' ld l

Do in !  o r  o - iq i i .  I  t i  o 'o re  b ia . (  leopcrd  cdught  i r  renvd.  1od in  r ta  /u .ch
ioo .  bur  ha"a  no  ided "nere  v i t t ra l l v  a l ,  o f  11"  o the .  o ld . r  leopards  i l  thF
zoos of the wo.ld cane fron. one can assune that if the supplier @rked out
of calcutta, they nay have come fron India, but this nav not be tro€.

Mv invesr iaat ion of  zoo records revealed that  th€ new 2oo at  X inshasa '  Zd i re '
s ;curdd s ;e  i f  i ts  leopard s tock f .on a Europedn zoo.nd,  qq i te  Poss ib lv '
a lso f ron Amer ica.  I f  rh is  uoo should now of fer  leopards onto the an imal
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'li:i"j;.i"l?#i3il1"ii'l*j'ii:ii::":i;ti3.T::"ililil!"iiiji;..illit"
has corsr ructed d ser ies of  ie ,  o f f -erh ib i t  fac  i r ies  for  rhe

;!:!:1i? !irJ'i:".{ ".i:1.":ii"t:'til"n?i,";:i;i'::,;":f;::;:.,ff"8:it.:i""
il:li;i: ii:i ;:l;'::il:",t J3';;X11i,;,irli:.,.1""1:'1il1"::'::"i.:';t"""..
cnd r  dr(e 'pt  hd5 been rde ro deDemjnp Doints " t  o" ter"  o;  i ,u ip i i i t i i ' "  

-
rdeat i ty :  rk ing tn is 1dJor fe l jne brcFd'n i  prosran of ;oubt fut  vdiue in con_
i:"li l i i l;,i l if.1"" ""' rore such proq';{;';0"-.v,.";" ".;di"-"' lti i i

"i:.t,i l i: i l: ';:i i: l l l.,:1",::l i '*"]":.:xi.:l l aqJariLar la A.z.o.A ) is nox

i:r;i,*jii;:.i:.{"*';.:";:!xlur.ii:il,ri*rili:,i'il'iili^ilil":"iii.,,
l:1"':"":ei.j" X"fi:Tj,i:"ij ;::,';:;,:1,':i] j:11"";. ii;";;i ";;;; ";i-

sotdr  a4d to  be inquis j t ive .bout  ,here srocr  has cor  e  f rom,
lob in  th is  reqard,

I - fee l  rnat  lor  t te  nd jo . i ry  o f  knat  E re fer  to  ar  a i rmat  deaters ,  b .o \e.

;:.;:i ;lfid;';ili,.::i'll"l,l'li,:,il3T.:"i""! d"e zoo anira, of todav
,,e dn,rui.,aere,"" "".",,,:"g"ili: i3;; i;"li !ll"i,,'

Ti;iI;.1'l"li'i"'li"'illll'.:i:.i"1:ll"ii ore,indjviduar' sord to a locdl
Amp.ica.ard sent ro d brorer jn Amerjca: 

-Ai*;i,!"I"j ' i l  
l l , ' l l l l i i l l"Yll

?i l l : : i ] . ; : " , , , r , .  
addine to tnF conrusjon arr ;ddy renUoled ieed.drne joen_

:i"t':*,i:;fi t"il.iilltl il.ti"':i"ti"g H.,:#'?i:i'J!:,:tr":#i ;::i*i.'
lli iii"!T;" fi""1i3'i"iljE:":H',1t,'i:"ilt{ :::!":i1it,';,:l",TT.f:.
sJ.e)4,  oesf t rDed r rom.n i ra ts  seen to .  the f t r5r  t jme dt  the Sre] ] jngen
i i l ; , . , "  

. . . , ,  th ts  tdct  o f  in te fest  in  taxonoly  is  a t   re  root  or  ue prdr ie

Zoo rFsedr(h fo .  -anr '  years cons is ted pr idr tv  o f
subqpecies of  dn i ra l  I  i fe  in  rhe majo.  zoos o i  rhe
eaqerry  erdFrned bJ an.Lonis ts  drd ta loron jsk and

describinq ne| 5pecjes ind
eorld. o€rd animals Here
f jnd lngs publ ished in  the
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major journals, amals vere the najor .oncern, and many of the species He
ndy see in zoos H€re jnjtially naned based on specinens brought to zoos in
]edr \  post .  T1e Pd. is .  V ienn. .  3F"?rr ,  A 's terdan dnd qoLIp.ddr
iomd the bds i .  ro .  Lh.  {orL o l  nan,  ea. l /  z@logis ts  su l l ,  ds  Grdv dtd S( la te ' .
Cuvier and l,4ilne-Edwads, Fitzinqer, atschie, and 'lentink, thls tas the
rationale for a zoo, to brjng to captivjty nev species of the aninal kinqdon,
aach neu animal  ras carefu l ly  eramined {h i le  s t i l l  a l ive and in  mor€ deta i l
dead by mei Nhose principal profession vas taxonony. Thus, there is ljttle
doubt  as to  the ident i ty  o f  an ina ls  exhib i ted in  the past .

'Ioday th€re is virtually no irterest in namalidn taxonomy in our 2oos, The
ef lphas is  is  the 's -s  Count ' ,  ,here the va lue of  a  zoo ls  neasured not  so nuch
ln terns of  rhat  i t  is  brceding or  vhat  i t  is  cont r ibut ins to  conservat ion
.nd education, but by the nuhber of spe.ies and subspecies it has in the in-
ventory. ln fact I was sonewhat surprised to fjnd ln my recent tour or both
lnarican and European zoos hor inadequate the average 2oo is in identifJcation
of the hamals it had, The namd given by the b.oker is footjnely accepted,
d l thougn t re  b .o ' " .  rare ly  i f  erer  has ndd dny zoo.oqicd l  L .d in in9.  04e 'dre ly
5ees lne Lse ot  (Jbrpec l f ic  nanps in  Dtr  a i  invenio. ies,  but  jL( t  the opoosi re
is  seen in  the b i rd  and rept i le  areas.  Admi t ted ly ,  not  b€ ins sure of  the
exact oriqin contributes to this lack of knocledge, but the same ignorance
conhibutes to the pressure asainst zoo breedjng by its critics. e need to
oice aqajn exaf,ine and utllr'ze the tools of identification.

'Ihus far I have defended the zoos in that they do have records! but I have also
jo ined the opposi t ion ln  h ish l isht jnq some of  the def jc ienc ies of  the problem.
[or  l  rcu ld  l jke to  turn to  sone so lu t ions,  for  even on the neager  zoors budoet
there is roon for sohe ihprov€rent, The director nust be lilljns to nake a
comitnent in thls regard, he nust realize that sone basic records are nec-
essary, and nust see that they are established,

Are the zoo keepers inlolved? This facet of keeping zoo data has long been
oveflooked. Hany keepe* do have diaries and notebooks cith detailed infomation
on the animls they have cared for, or have knowledqe which can be put on paper.
I flnd that mny zoos have ndt even thought of this nedium. {e have learned
at recent research Danels that far too often the 2oo di.ectorial staff has dis-
nissed the teeper for his technical skill. onc systen that I have shor€d to
nany 2oos in Europe and Aherica ras that devised by Professor Hedjse hen he
arrived alflost 30 years dso in Bdsel, and Nhich he then introduced lat€r at
Zurich. Despite any personal anihosjty the systen has been kept at Sasel and
in fact inDroved upon. Hovever, at both zoos th€ basis is a daily keeper
repor t ,  where the keeoer  nakes deta i led notes on h is  or  her  an ina ls  t t  s ives
the keeper a sense of participatins in th€ Hork of the zoo, apart fron iust keeping

I
I
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t



the case clean. Reports that contdin the etpression "nothins ne," are looked
upon as reflecting a lack of attention to the job. one does find a wealth of
behavlor  data in  these zoo f i l€s .  '

lhile there js a tendency on the part of ?oo staff to disniss the erpressjons
of the keeper as being too anthrcponorphic, there is no doubt thdt the person
ca. i iq  fo '  the a l i ia l  on a da i l ,  od\ rs  cd.  or le .  nuLh.o i ts  cdol lve h is torv .
To lh6se Hr lave recaded Lhe rpepe- as a di tsHitted crealLre Lho tds fired
soiely to keep the zoo clean, I {ould suggest a visit to the tverage zoo of
today khere the keeper nay possess a higher degree of education than the nanagd-
hent  s ta f f ,  At  one zoo over  ha l f  th€ keepers are co l lege graduates.

I
i

i

severdl zoos in Anerica nov have progressjve record systems, sme of which
have been in use ror sevdral years, others eere initi.ted in the past decade
and sone only since 1970, I rould suggest that these zoos be consulted the
next tl@ you are qivinq thought to the establjshrent of a particular research
orobleh. All exhibit sore species of feline, and almost all have successful
breeding proqrans. They are in Denver. Topeka, Honolulu, Houston, Columbia,
ok lahon;  a i ty ,  l4 i l raukee,  and the 3ronx,  san Diego,  Evansv i l le ,  sa l t  Lake c i tv ,
Ja"Lsonv ' l le ,  Ind iarpo i is  and Cinc inndt i .  0 thers  are jo in ' r9  the t rFnd to
berrer  re(oros ds rund\  pemi t  dnd l^e lp  becones aedi l .b le .  Thus,  desPi 'e
what many think, there is sorethlng out there available for you. Exactiv ho,
ruch often depends on fundr'ng of the local zoo. Anyone interested in research,
conservation and education can be a major help by lupporting zoos.

t have prepared a series of naxinw knovn lonsevity records for zoo felids
tTdble lJ .  Tdble I  q  ves the sc ient i f ic  and ve.nacula"  naFe hhrch has beer
[ . ten r roa vo fe '2  or  thF G.? jmel  Anjna l  L j 'e  lacy. ]opdedid.  publ is ted in
1974 by Van Nostrand Rejnhold. For each species there is one or nore records,
expressed in years and months, followed by the year in {hich the record aninal
d jed.  Th is  wi l l  be usefu l  jn  sone instances to  sho!  that  despi te  the fdct
tnat many species are now part of zoo collectjons, longevity has not inffeased.
,here the ind iv idual  on vh ich th is  record js  based was s t i l i  l j v inq an aster isk
appears after the year knorn to still be alive (in as nuch as sone of these
a.e living in Europe, and dates uere recorded in 1972, t an not certain if thev
a.e now st i l l  l i v ino or  not .  and have ddc ided to  use as a cutof f  the date the
data lere recorded in rLy fjies). The nare of the sPecific collection has not
been used uith the exception ot the bobcdti nEny zoos have objected to nv
sho{ tng capt ive longevi ty  records for  th€n spec i f ica l ly .  Addi t ions and/or
cof rect ions.  are re lcdmed.

ciAr loALL. L.  S.  1964,
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Lonsevity records of vild felids

!eli.6 aiL,esw'is - European tild cat

FeLi.E a, ..Eata - Abvssinian wild cat

r.lis e. c.,n ta - Iurkestan {ild cat

FeLa6 Mrg'ita - ta d cat

Felis ni!!T! r.e black-footed cat

,e lk  c tnu .  -  iung)e .a t

atueolobus rcnuL - Pa11ae cdt

LeptdiltB Fe4al - sefval

,9a lrtu - EuroPeatr lynx

8 Y R ] I

t 0  Y R  l 0

I ]  Y R  6

t 9  v R  3

2t  YR t0
]6 YR 5

M0 1974*

Ir0 1907

r'r0 1974*

r,l0 1959

i ro  1971

I'to l90l

M0 1970

fio 196/

! t0  1932
 0 19744

- 32 YR 4 l.l0

0 l4ay 1974.

21 YR

t6 YR l0 r,40

t2 YR 2 ll0

t7 YR 8 ilo

t3 YR 6 rr0

9 YR 3 I'IO

5 YR r0 ll0

I YR 2 I'10

r8 YR 4 r'10

13 YR 2 140
l1 YR 4 I'10

1974'* 
if;{i"t;ililij, was captured in Januarv, re42 bv
,lin"" oi tr" sp."" Fah zoo in NeH Jersey' died l

I!tu r ba':Leti - Sailey's bobcat

c@acal .dn.aL ntuicus - Nubian caracal

Ptufelto a.nat. - African golden cdt

PlafeLis ttuiacki - Teminck's golden cat

Ptitutl@€ b.nAdlcnEis - leapat4 cat

P?iMiLms ,tterr:tu - fisninq cat

Ictaitst Pldi.ep. _ flat-headed cat

P@dof.Lia Mnontt - marbled cat

koPa"dlt .PdrllaLi!, - ocelot

Leap@&s tae.lii - narga!

teopatd* gea!fuali - Geoffrov's cat

t974*

1921

1945

1960

1879

I974*

1973

I 9 l r
1972'

l95 l
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teopda@ s. Mlatuitd - Salt Oesert cat

Leoetu s sungtu - kadkod

tvnch4meo pajetuo - panpas .at:

Lg"chanleo p. g@leppa

arca i lmo jacabi ta  rcunl . in  caL {on ly  capt i ie

Eetpa|LM ! as.@daa- iaguatvndi

PMd .an@La oop - south Aierlcai pun.

Effi c. hippaleeteo - Rocky llountajn puma

teafeln! aebut@a - clouded leopard

Lh6ia @i.d - sna leapaft

Patheu pd.l@ $p - l.oparn

Pdthea dq - iasaar
Ihere are several records beyond this, hoNever,
to fully authenticate then.

Pdthefr tiszta ttrnti - sensal tlger

Pdthew L, g.oitutensis - Indidn lion

A.i@92 jubnhB - cneetan

I l R

] ]  Y R

]O YR

13 lR

]O YR

19 YR

19 YR

t 5  t R

]4 YR
23 YR
2t lR

20 YR

26 YR
23 YR

24 YR
23 YR
21 YR

15 IR
]5 YR
14 YR

I f i o

2 f i o

6 I'10
6 t40

6 Ir0

0 tt10

8 ll0

4  0
  0
0 lii0
7 Ito
2 $ A

I t40

3 M 0

4 t10

4 t40

I968

1926

1948

1912.

1964

I908

1947

1923

1970

I944
1972

t9 i3
1972*

19/ l

1958
1963
'1927

t9t4
I q66
I935

1972*
t9 l7
i95/

]] t10
9 I'10
I l,l0

9 M 0
6 M 0
7 i10

There is a possible 20 year old anindl at London-{hipsnade
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