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Abstract: A short description is given of the physiographic, vegetation and climatic conditions of 
Namibia. The influence of modern man on game animals is given with examples of various 
situations. The distribution and status of the larger mammals in Namibia were determined by 
various methods such as questionnaires, aerial surveys and collection of personal 
communications. An evaluation of these methods is presented. 61% of the questionnaires have 
been returned. The distribution and status of 24 game species, 11 predator species and 7 other 
species in all of Namibia is given. Approximately 60 percent of all game species and 90% of the 
animals occur on private land. Of the eleven predators dealt with in the paper, lions, wild dogs, 
and brown hyenas show a marked decline in numbers as well as in distribution since 1934. 
During antecedent years the number of cheetahs have apparently increased on farmland. This 
might be attributed to two factors. First, since other predators such as lion, hyena and Cape 
hunting dogs have been virtually eradicated, the cheetah's cubs have a better chance to survive. 
The second factor is the increasing of kudu in the country, that insured a better supply of food. 
The questionnaire estimate by farmers of approximately 6252 for farmland is only little higher 
than a recent official estimate and the authors feel that this figure should be accepted as the 
population for Namibia. 
























