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Abstract: Feline herpesvirus type 1 (FHV-1) infection in domestic cats is most commonly 
manifested as an upper respiratory tract infection and is know as feline viral rhinotracheitis (FVR). 
Clinical signs include serous to mucopurulent ocular and nasal discharge, conjunctivitis, and 
corneal and oral ulceration. Ulcerative skin lesions attributable to FHV-1 in domestic cats have 
not been commonly reported. The possibility of genetic susceptibility to viral disease has been 
proposed for cheetahs on the basis of the low genetic diversity in the species. Morbidity and 
mortality in cheetahs with feline coronavirus infections is much higher than reported in domestic 
felids. A similar increased sensivity to FHV-1 may result in a higher incidence of cutaneous ulcers 
in cheetahs than in domestic cats. 








