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Abstract: Cheetah breeding program in Crandon Park Zoological Garden. In cooperation with a 
private cheetah owner, the staff of the Crandon Park Zoo initiated a captive breeding program for 
the cheetah in 1974. This report covers the progress of this program from its inception in July 
1974 until the end of March 1975. This is the first phase of a continuing program. Considerable 
effort has gone into determining what conditions are conducive to successful cheetah breeding. 
The field of what seemed to be necessary conditions in the earlier programs has been narrowed 
down by observations in the more recent programs. 
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Ir cooler:tio. xith a lrlwzte ch€etr! orie! - letue ci]1er - the siaaf

o .  t 5 "  c ja )on  pa ia  7 .o  ,1 i t  z1 -o  e  ^a ! t , v -  b - " .d , i 9  r "o3 -+  c . -  L , c

chectah,.Lctronp Jubat$, in tuly 1974. Thl€ i.!ol1.over tho le8le.s
ol this !!oe:d frcr j.ie iaceliiot in July 19?,1Dt!1 the e.d of !4aEh

i?75. Ir.i. ts the ttat fi*e cf a cohtimis !bl"r.).

t ftvtev of prevtous ch!-ai?n hftedtne lrCids ai oth.! zoos ls u-

nec.esary 3tnce th.!a de thlee Erhlisheit Eloli5 that a-dequuiely

!.vtev ad saraltze thase p:oeras :

c=:Tr-! nq:aolNt :{crrLl, v x r:3une !. l

Irt-alction ad F?vier

f. i.!tueuction t! cartiv. cheetah se.!m!, r,tLZ?,{ $bltcatton ! .nled

ty the Cklnnom City 7ro, 19??, 19 !!.

t .

s r rydv  o t  con r : t l oh -  { ^ :o^ i i t ^d  f , . r !  F :Fe r j - ,  c l "  . L }  a . J : r t v l r , y ,

nobelt 1. rhonlson ait Bdcfo?a v.star, '2.6 J.En..] 211):1-21' 1914.

ArbUcailor of the 0k1.hor2 Ctty zoo,

chee*.bs (^otn.!F jub2l.us) i! cz!!i.wrlr, Ir. w.r rte uerkcr, s!€ciz1

Ihtoflaiton I, Royal zcoloEtcal Sccl.ty, iqailra Artis l,a€:isa?al

I r r - i . c  7 5 - 1 1 -  ) i . '  -  - n d ,  - " c ,  i 9  r r .

co.sideretle effort 11* rnDe lnto det€nldrt lhat c.rdtttons a. ccn-

dr.tvc to .lacaiefll .hedieh bredlrs. The ai€ld of rhai seerid to !e

a?c43sdy condtttons tn fte edlie !-€rr.is h.. t.e: ruo{ed d.,n by

o h - 6 n .  ' . , o n !  j r  I  ( c - . r d - -  i h e  r o l - - ! r - i

coiaiti.ns io be,!c.s32-ry to .!ccDF.tu1 cl..t"n i.s?Ctrg (= tttih ol

c!b. ihai .re rts.d by th,. oa 2t :.zii eidrt r2e]rs

o l d - e a r . r
-osl !i , ri-\ tho.e .ou-a io b? T4 's -Y ' t)'r

se.ora ara tni:.C 4-ro:ts 1t5t.C t' tne Intrar.lton. nnd lrc2rrse ti€s.

coidr.tlon. o.iund. i. rh. aiandoi !a.k 7oo !$flro' thov ar stven
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t. prjn b..2r l4o-r .f t.. .L^a rs )u/.i ' rl ls p:ory-

lerc .orreilblei ndererr tn. ifo chc.t'hs ih3t b:.c src.e..t!11:r

hai o bE--dine corraitb:lity or !al! tond t]!2i diC nai ..er io e{si

!.tveen ilre oth.F. It sh.n:d bt roaed th"'i thc a.: tatio tr I be

tnsterttr.cdt fcr tlts :elson {it a-i!.ated so ia ont !Ftre).

2. !nf.d1t..rlty rdlor ser.laiion.

be colllet€ly Elaniliar rit\ ore

separz&a for s.v.nl n .ths,

lrdivtdle1s lsea fo! rrreedlns shonld

arother o! -"hey should rre conpletely

,, !e3!9!: iecog.iiidn o! h€.t aaa th! i.t_od!.trdn.r the .he.t.}l3 ahen

tne t @fe is tt leat is in+ortet, lh.re seers io rre a Jlfv-]lufalsr

Ed leccnteFJaley lztten of se.sor"-lily of estns Yith rtmr
' 

€rtaiions. OE cheet..hs bEd fM Jn1y, tl1€a lhsv tcft filst tnl.o-

dlced, util Octobet vlFn the fer?.1. tecsr3 tns:at. I a13o leliewe

orc or ou: fef,ales r2s 1n heat dudis Janu-v' but sc co!1d tot rcve

her to t!. h^1e in tin. sit shc vent dt or h.at.oor dter intro-'

duction. Jhcn t\e Lnales xa- not t. hcat ihe .heaiats d1d not t'-v

atterttor to ore dother, ac the$f.-, '. 5ree&r6 occxrPc.

4. 4S9: rs a€e of at least !b.e ve.= see.-t 1,o b! neces.arv. nrlhorr?lr

ahecxahs iF sens)tr DtNr a.l 1r-16 r.rlts (Ieg-!:-,e"-IeEsg!9!19

9tolory ol tlre ch..i:l, ?uc.11 1,. ii2t.n' Intcnaiio.al /nc Yca!to.!

10: P(-e9, 197a) i!..Pcriar c.ttratc. iac o! iro.c brccdtra cb'ci'ns

in lrvl.us !rcF.... 13 t.u' re5.. olr bia.ciis 9:1! ras 1 5 (nale)

ed r,t (fenal€) yems o!a. 0r r.!. tlal dtd noi b4ea Lr., veax old.

5. E!!!11,:qe9$9:: lrE o:1v .oiitic, !.ceo.-v .e.T to te thai lhc

evhiblt (.: asa vha:e b:.cdire oc.uts) sh.u1d nc. ne nea: .th.r

cortvoE exhtbtls. our .he.!a.h .t!t!i+ t h.4 ahc n.cedtrs .4tivitv

ooclrec. ts rot n.a: o1h.r c.ntvtlasi l.'.ve:, trh.r ve held indivldul

cnoatahs tn !.rs .ear 1a:Fe tc1ic., -'h.v:h.!ta cbvions s!€ts ot.iress

(-fe! b trre €n4 of th. sIE vlon not..*). cu: a:ilfb:i,zs outdc.ls

and alr.arC for Poo'l 1.n4 dtitlc! ti.drs.l ahe.rr!-nFnt bJ ihe

. h - i - r ,  a l L h a u d h  t L . - :  -  r '  \ i r s  r i u ; r r .
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6 .
{rc/Lt a. soon as !.eslb'a end tFo}a{,c.. A'--- 'h. cubs *o

ton shr rtodn b..b1,^ to s€i oi, .ral lrca tne.rbs tor sbolt:eliodg

of tiE to erexci.e, This i3 larri.ulariy lnpor'!?it to cub suwtval e4

thus, a.ucc..sftl bF.dthe a. dottn.d ea4ie..

Crandor ?ar-l< zoo ?be.n ch-o..1..1.Jf iiettrq .f -irrnis

lhe cheeia,hs twolved i. the rloFrM (thcre aft 2,5 '1tos€t}le!) :

N]e .r:tved 25 tEg& 1912 zt

nate elltv€d Oa lr'lLi 1972 at
fecre etved 2, rl} 1972 at,

fenale olived 1a ruI 1972 at

teialc elved 0? r,lAlt 1970 at

c?z = crdaon Park zoo II =

occaslora.l breedirs at!.Eri3 tetvecn tne cPz che.tzh.
hawe been ohien.a as hlve !!e.Cing aiienpk !et*e.!

06 rlR ?4 ,..,., sera?atton .f the C?Z ohcettns dd !Epa'-iio! lo!
22 J\tu 74 l,C cheeia]ls t})at are to te bmuglt ',o Clz f,or ttedin8.
2t JUN 74 n y 1s ])!t tn the ch.etah c*hitit and cirl ts }!t in a

holdi.s !.n i. ihc .3i aFa

26 JV}t 7r.

'14

14
74
74
74
74

brolshi to CPz fftn IC teility

irt$ducaa at 10:OC,u{i !:c.Cins obsc*ed a+,
11:45 nI  od l : t r  4

21 Jltt

i 9 r\uc

loy & lerury sepamicd

trclr.bt to c:z ,Yor lC fa.iliiy

loy a( Sala

3oy a sda bsadtng cts.ftd

noy t sala lrleeding obseryed

!.y A Sz:a treeainc olsetlc

Boy & S* s.nuatcd
Bpy & !3Pn F-introdrced

intloduced tc loy a !s.J



?rioe]}ll.i,, V X Xis1t.6 !, 4

Sda A TanFJ s.lerated trn noy dd lcturcd to t,c� faclltiy

Rorco bF!€ti to c?z f$r lC facilltY

loy & P.o:eo lnisnuoed; sevele li4,httne; setalaied

cIs1T ! Blmll 2. 1 tlb3 boa io rdw (aid !oy) zt rc facilttv

'14

14
1'
'15

7'

06 ttB 7,

14 ritB 75

28 yil{It

novec f.or cnt aEa to oyribii
rovec fftn of,hibit io crt aF:,
k.pt i. erntbtt adJdett i. Ctd

ncv.d frcn cat erca bmk to cxhittt (er1 thft.
che.&ns a 3ela€tcd in aifferent !art3
ot ihr .rntbtt) - t.fe. io the 6nd of lho
sl]il vlon notes*

Xoreo r! Cirl tn!-duccdi sore ftsntbs; no obsafleil thedtngi
!.!aF'reo

Romeo & Gtd E-i.tsdrced; ftshtinei s.!.rztcd
Boy a! 6tr1 lc-intndrcea (intoduccd lor the ttEt tt.e

as lat of rrbis !roeT4)

Eeldat.d lron !.y & ctrl. Roheo !111 te lotmed
t. 1,6 f..!litY .nd ?oy & ci.1 tt11 t.

at the aotc oa ihls Froti Plll of th. ctbs hawe !€en suc.ss-

ay t!*ner b4.Ctne uti.l- Julv' :t 'hich itrc ou' coi_
ttru:rs lme-ai'.r!11 .nt.r tts s.cand $are. ,( contlru-
i aP  o r ) r  -  iP  ro  i c l .  4 ln6  f  t L . ^
;5g  -  i . ,  { ! r ' q  10  ! .  . ! c '  - f u1 ,  f . -  |  n . ' eNa- '
er.c..e$l ljrti3.loDld .ccn: b.fora a ltosF ol t!t3
rature is cors!,t€-a to be 3'rc.essful.

Condittds ,\s.ociatea {tth tle ct:ncor Pzrt 7ao Ch4?1a11 Bit\

I \ a .?z  - \ dd r+  c .5 'b : r  ( l n - :u ,  . 4  F . j .  r - - ,  . - Jd .  . - : . . d  3 \e : te :

aEa - ef€" to )i.a,ro 1) is locat.c ottdocF. T\4 16 factlitJy is

arEo .ntdoo!3 (-f"r to r],:ii!Tr 2).

b. Tho nain len of 'h.' c?z ch.etah .vltbli ("hce al1 !:ecci'S o'ctrtd)

is al,ori r,il sq, r. (l.c! F3. ft.). rhe I,c fa.tliiv is.'houi i9?, sq.n.

(42000 sq . ! t . J .
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The cPZ cheeta\ erribit ts n.t ...r eiy .emtvo.e exhlltt dd tt
af,1o€ the oheeials a lons dtsldce vter.f the ef,hibtts sjfudfr8

The clz cheetah erli-btt is on vt.+ to the 4}]ic. The Lc facility

e. The ctz crre€teh erlttits na+u'1 e.t] dd grds .*6rr.te ts flei
rith no htgh nords ad only e coulle or paln tfte.. The !C f&tllty
3utstEte is @ck .-n neary Brus vtth severa.l rre6 ad on. LiA!

BE$I'Ttr)E

'oy anl Tonv !e!e esh i. c4titvtty abolt 2.5 y€ax vhcn th. fi:!t
lhedtn8 ocd]Eeil.

3oy ra3 tn the clz ch,aeiah er.hlbtt .t.!i , reeket Taruv ebout 2 E.ks,
gilo! to the ttr.t !:.e.tlne.
Th-  -s r , in : {ed  2€ :  ' !  t \ ,  L iT  o r  lnod tas  r r -  1 .5  y - *s  "o !  t  v  e -d

4.5 yea€ ror rmy.

,$1 of the c9z dd tc chcetah. havo g.od

al*onah thoy aE not "ctudly tou.hca.

s€r..ri@ : ftly 1 Eie/1 tcl1].e
ausnst 1 male/r r-".iIa

cctot.'* 1 ri1./1 te@1.
. xowenber 1 nalo/2 re.::-.

!'.t4aty 1 ra1€/1 t.rate

lclaary 1 q1./1 feiale

ndC1i.1' distosttldns

s!:-'J b.cpR trErat
f. loy {a3 coirrrl.tDly Eranjfia-} !it1h T.ntr $a s.,rei rrrceding occE-d

r'mdtately lpon tne tdro'lu.tt.n ol !.y .rn h-.y, but ii var a f.,

Cay3 b.f6r. lredjw v:r ob.qa.a bct}re.n 3.y ad serar i.ieo {e
.o!'pfet.ly uf.dllai *iih C::di no ot€cr,.n� !-ecine - th.y rea

hot conla$bla. Boy ad Ctf reb s.;a-t.d for A $ntns tlefole they

ir.rc rc-tntre.tncrd dudns tht. lhsFn.
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, .

tucces€fu1 !re.{ti.a ocdftd vhe' TannJ was re-iri-clc.d t. lov !'

octote! 1974, gi.vt4r.' !63ib1e estaiio! ?ctlc'1 'l 107 d<rs or }'ss'

(sncceEtd te.dtns did not occu: dr:i!6 th? ti:si tntrcdu'tion 1r

July 19?4' fo! Tmy 'Es Beldaled "Jier t]!is tt'si i'iftdrttton fo!

I nonihs befoF beiEs E-iniftenced to lov and Ehe dta loi ehor aiv

signs of lleanan v. }|itlre! dtd !?-mv tc'on' p!'Endt {hen a sccond

fcmle, sa!a' !F in'!ftauced to her ad nov in xoverr'e! 19?4, for

thtr uourd o-ly 8tw? a 6's:attol ?"rioa o' m d'v-.)

Sreeaing on tne ttlst daX 6f the !se:"r ocdFed at 11:45 1l{ ed

,r5, gt. ']'he other tines tn l'ldch breedtns we oheftd' the iines

SI€ls of edtns tncbited !o]lir8 ot.r ea othe:' mF suttle bebawto!-

al cndees (in t-1. Pft.dn.a ot E nale - oibenis' tneft * alltuzflv

no noticeable chanscs). Hotaver' tn o!de! io !D!"lwc ine5e s'rbtle

c)rde!e, o'e m.t na@ e 6!ecta1 ldlaiio'5ht! vi'h ile 'hcet*s eo

that ore tnoE evetv 4!ect ot thet! belravtor &d tbeir tndividual

lelsonaltttes. No ext.tal nft.dtlc s'�ltNls xt€ 'eqltted io €Et the

Dle to tEed,

d. ceneral nehavioral ohs?tattors : !ef'E irtfteuc$g lov ad l@rv

{e a}loted then io take dlrs bei'g tn -'ne rain !'n €o lh:t n'lthcr

ftdd te losse$twe ot it' lJhcn i'thducea' the iane dtd z arczt dea'�'

df s,!fti.s (ae.rid the fer,le) and he rFked tle ?e1r t:ees' shelte!

Eea ad ledneter fence. He also bElt no@3s olt of erass 5d di:i

(sofr. cont.lned feoal r.!eriaI). Ib o+'!'r ch'-izhs Ye:e obsewed

bu!1di.s tbose r.utult. so6r eft'r thc tntlodlction' tbe mfe beaa

to11ovt,6 th. fei21. atoud iha len dd boih chaetahs chttted to one

dothet. lhis folloHt.s s*llv t'6zr eleed tt a chae

v!{h the ale calchlng he f"€ e :r4 ?!:: ne }'- to a\" +ould bJ

putttru nis ka on her tek. The ti'lt ble'dins att

educetionai thr scceesf ' oc'Le!'6 cnlv 1 hoE *d /!5 i{rut'es

afie!',he thtlodlciior. The s.cond atiailt +'ook !]zce 4 holE aftc:

ine iDirddNti.n ad !E nore .n'c'ss!ul' Tne itFi ati'Dt took tlace



ItnforfiBelcly a gteat d.a1 ol CctelleA blE io.al intorutt.n is
nisairg ts! the alove -ooutsi hoFver, ve rep sabte to hde
a tnitividual devotc tlct! t l1 tlne ro etldy1ra th. clecta\s

CHIIT(H liL+DI\n 990C81r4, y \ {"!irr p. a

to th. ch.etah o*tttt.

he r4 not utnatine, n

dd h3 ,:s wicr r a*at

The4 re.e m di.ta:V .ha€ee

0n1y oi :zF occaicioE ,.F

ldccd corJtru.usly, ht. tadk logs

live .zabits f.d, lhe cheet.l1s kn,t.g

ao not teel that thls reiloC of f.edr.A

, .

BIqlF

Tlo ftFl ed only bt.th to dzte occred or 2? JnN 7t, sia hnths
after th€ !-sr; ras i.it:ated,

Ehe culs {e€ bor te!,eeh 11:00 lrl (26 JrN) dc 5:00 ^}1 (4 r,tN).

rne ml,h,r, _amv, jeo:11 d at ^. Lc fe 1: -J.

,t iten vs lEvided dd u..d (a *ooRcn clate trside a rc.d fenca

lerrreter - fttef io r)ia:Fn 2). rery 1. let out

ir ca- b. cl.---d s- s. r,hat sh"

tnteract wtih the oth.r ic feEla cheetaLs, She

dd te very !!ot.ctiv-" ol the .ub:. l ZEat dcaf of chllptng dt

peelira .cds h.^ een Tam'. rd th. cubs.

The 2.1 cubs a* teinE !d6.4 by tha n.t!o!.

The only rldlcal !rb1o!s qlrih thc cub. llzwe bc.n sudaons (treat-

ed 14 i1IE ?5) ad the l.ss ol .lariiy in ih..oaca of oh. o! the

hb3 (luc.essaully !4atea). rh. .J.i,.ft opcn at tro days of a4E.

EUSBI\IIRY ̂ ir! t!!l!NC

!h. idr etrt or l:he c:z .hcetah. ts &lirc !iet. T\e

naln tiet .f th.:C cl..t3!. is Zn:reea rclti. 11t. Lih at these de

nu!!ttto!:.11-y corrtcte cori€i.i.! y :-i1$t d!li.: roxev.., rihcy *

swllenentcil xiln ax.hry ki11.d, rholc' llucli.C.hltk.n: --bbrti ad

ho{ io }i1l thc!! hor:.vei, I

Ett@:a14,1 t-..lirE i.r {a.




