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Abstract: The Serengeti National Park, 25000 km2 of woods and grassland, count about 500 
cheetahs. The high rate of juvenile mortality may be limiting the size of the cheetah populations, 
and it might only be possible for cheetahs to raise large litters where other predators exists at low 
densities or have been eliminated, such as in pastoralist areas or on livestock ranches. Overall, 
between birth and seven to eight weeks of age, when cubs are old enough to emerge from the 
lair, more than three out of four litters die, more than half of them as a result of predation, 
particularly by lions. Starvation due to abandonment also seems relatively common, and there are 
the change calamities such as fire and wet weather. It is often assumed that protected areas are 
a universal panacea for conserving cheetahs, but these studies show that if they are also a 
refuge for other predators, cheetahs still have a multitude of problems to overcome in order to 
survive. 


















