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Abstract: The desperate plight of the cheetah has highlighted a fundamental rift between 
ecologists and geneticists on how to help save endangered species. Since the early 1980s, 
O'Brien and many others have published a stream of scientific papers reporting the alarming fact 
that cheetahs are about as genetically similar as inbred laboratory mice, and that this hampers 
their ability to reproduce and survive both in captivity and in the wild. However, independent 
researchers found that the cheetah is not especially impoverished and there is no evidence that 
genetic deficiencies contributed to poor reproduction or high infant mortality. According to their 
opinion, "the preoccupation with genetics diverts attention from the real threat to the cheetah's 
future, which is loss of its habitat". 








