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Abstract: The beauty, grace, and charisma of the cheetah have motivated humankind to maintain 
it in captivity for millennia. Yet, throughout history, the species has sustained a reputation for 
being difficult to propagate. The species is even more intriguing because of some of its biological 
characteristics, including (1) a relatively low genetic variability, (2) an unusual ability to produce 
extraordinarily high numbers of structurally abnormal spermatozoa, and (3) a tendency to show 
few obvious behavioural clues to sexual receptivity. 








