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Abstract: Indian potentates keeping cheetahs as pets, so did Mongol and European emperors as far back 
as the 5th Century. Today it is extinct throughout Asia. Human population growth will continue to deplete 
the already restrictive habitat requirements of the cheetah. Zoos must continue contributing to the saving 
to this species by deeds. More supervision and conservation measures are needed to protect the cheetah. 
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ln Alica @ lhe Cincidnati Zoo? This photqruph by John More'u sas taken in the Zoo,s new ecotqrca y
., qigne.l.heelah caqe,

"The Hunting Leopard"

ln  1893 Richard Lydekker ,  in  h is  6 votume
Royal Natural History series, wrote that
f rom l ime immemor iat  tar fe huntrng tFoparos
have been kepl by the native porentates of
India as pan of the royatstate forrhe purpos€
ot  hunt ing the Indian b lack-buck (antetope)
or  other  game. In ih is  spor t ,  wr i tes
Sir  Samuel  Baker,  a l l  persons excepr ing the
keepers of  the anrmals are s imply spectators
and no Interreren.e is  permi t ted.  Tach hunr ing
leopard or  c t i ta  occUpies a pecul iar  cage
which Jorms the body ot a cart, drawn by two
bul locks.  When game is  expected,  lhe chi ra
is  taken f rom lhe cage,  and occupies the
outside seat upon the top, togeiher with the
keepef .  The animal  is  b l lnded by a hood
simi lar  to  that  worn by a fatcon,  and i t  s i ts
upr ighl  r ike a dog.  wi rh the naster 's  arm aroLnd
i l ,  war t ing to be re leased f rom rhe hood,
which i l  lu l ly  understands is  the s ignal
that  game is  s ighled.

By: Robert Lotshaw, Cutator

Another  account ,  quoted l rom Lydekker,  c la ims
that  the ct i tas that  bound or  spr ing upon
l l^e i '  prev are noi  - luch esteemed.  as thFy are
loo.u ' rn inq lhFgood onesfarr ly  run r idown.

Lydekker  a lso wrote of  the hunt ing teopard
that  i t  is  generai ly  known to Europeans as
the ct i ta  (or  cheetah) ,  but  s ince th is  name is
appl icabie to the t rue leopard,  i ts  use is
bet teravoided.  Some indiv iduats bet ieved t re
hunting leopard a cross between a panther
and a l ioness,  which of  course is  to ta y

In addi t ion to Indian potentares keeping
cheetahs as pets,  so d id Mongot  and European
emperors as far  back as the 5th Century.
Recenlly attempts were made 10 race cheetan
In much the same Jash on that  greyhounds
are raced for  spod.  This venture became
hi lar  ous,  as Armand Denis retates in  h is  book' 'cats ot  the wond,  when lhe cheetahs
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Dlne chee&nb €tet a.e deep ser to ptotect them
,ron btight surllEht.

caught  the e lect r ic  hare and d ismembered
it, or relused to chase it when set at a speed
too fast  lor  them. When rac ing against
greyhounds,  the cheetah easi ty  caught  them
and then leaped gracefu l ly  over  them.

The anatomy of the cheelah indicates a
specia l izat ion tor  speed,  not  skength.  Asmat l
head wi th large nasalpassages and tungs for
heavy breath ing,  a s teek body,  a tong ra i l
that  helps main la in balance at  h igh speeds,
and non ret ract i le  c taws that  no other  fet ine
possesses gives the cheetah good traction
and quick iurns when a i tempt ing to
capture e lus ive prey.  Cheetahs have been
clocked in excess ot  70 mi les per  hour
over short distances.

lmpala,  Granr 's  gaze e and Thomson,s gaze e
are the primary food oJ the cheetah but
zebra, warthog, hare and birds as targe as
ostr ich have been preyed upon when thei r
Preterence is  not  avai lable.

Cheelah means spor ted one,  in  the
Hindu language of  Indra.  t l  is  bet ieved to be or
Asiat ic  or ig in as there have been no toss i l
.emarns of  lh is  cat  unearthed in Afr ica.  ye1
th is  handsome fe l ine is  v i r ruai ty  ext inc l
throughout  Asia.  t l  was tast  seen in India in
1951 when three were shot  In  one n ighl  and ,s
armost  cenain ly  ext inct  in  tsreet ,  Jordan
and Saudi  Arabia.  l t  is  setdom seen in
Pakistan,  Alganistan,  and the sourhern deser t
area o l  Russia.  In  t ran,  however,  the cheetah
as increasing in  numbers due to enforced
conservat ion measures.

The African race of cheerah, atthough nol
nearly as few in numbers as rhe Asiatic race
nevertheless has been severety reduced to
less than 15,000 indiv iduats.  Asma 

 

poputa
tion exisls in Egypt, Libya and t\,4orocco.
Ay far  the grealest  numbers are to be tound
south o i  the Sahara f rom Niger ia,  Sudan
and Somal ia to Sourh Afr ica.  Human
popural ron growth wi I  cont inue to deptete
the a l ready restr ic t ive habrtat  requi remenls of
the cheelah.  The future is  bteak indeed.

Zoos of the world are greatty disturbed that
the wi ld  cheetah poputat ion cont inues lo
decl rne despi te et fof ts  that  have resut ted
rn pro lect ive lederat  regutat ions.  The
tn lernat  onal  Fur  Trade Federat ion in  1971
agreed to a ihreeyear membership ban on the
lse oJ cheetah furs.  In  addi t  on rhe Uni ted
Kingdor and the unr teo Slarec have com-
ple le y  prohib i ted the mportat ion of the

uhique amohg cals, the cheetah-s cta6 are ont,
,emi-relEcleble,
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fh. spa.ioB natunl setting ot rhe zoo's new cheetah cage shouht eac@rale brce.ling,

Zoos, too, must cont inue contr ibut ing to the
saving ofthisspecies not by mere words but by
deeds. Exhibi i ing cheelahs today is not
enough- We must learn more and work harder
to make cheetahs more prolific in captivity_
The firsi cheetah birth in wortd zoos occurred
in Phi ladelphia in 1956 and kom then unt i l
1970 only 25 cubs were born, most of them
succumbing whi le very young.

From 1970-72 cheetah births in caprivity nearty
equaled lhe previous l4 years and wirh a
higher survival  rate. These tew accomptish-
ments are onty stepping stones to whal
hopeful ly one day wrl l  be comptete perpetua-
l ion of rhe cheetah in zoos. We must think,
eat and sleep as a cheetah woutd to gain
turther benef ic ial  information about this

The Cincinnat iZoo has been wanting to do
its share for years, but the probtem in this
particular instance has been one of space
ancl not money- Where could a spacious
outdoor, lence enclosed display be buiI  rhat
would afford cheetah security, keedom of
movement and still be aestheticatty appeating
lrom the viewer's aspect. Such an area was
round on a cenrrally located rotting hilside.

The exhibit would overtook rhe African vetor
and manyof theanimatsthatarethenatura,
prey ol the cheetah. An ideat tocation!

The old adage "absence makes rhe heart
grow fondef del ini tety appt ies to rhe cheeran
because separation of sexes from time to
time and then reintroduction has proven
lo be a sl imulanl for courrship. Atso, i t  has
I'een discovered that the presence of
more than one male cheetah in the courtship of
an estrus temale is a contributing factor
Final ly,  young adutt  compatibte cats are
preferred because it is this age group that has
had the most reproductive success.

More supervision and conservation measures
are needed to prolect the cheetah. Poaching
coni inues to be a monumentat probtem and
more enforcemenl of the protective taws
Jor the vastness of the cheetahs, range is
needed. Also the condemnation of i  egathides
must be c,ealt with on a totat international
basis,  nol  solely by the United Kingdom and

Begardless of wtFrher yo\, rc|et lo Acinonyx
/uDatus as cheetah or chira or hunting teopard,
the laci remains it is hanging by a thread
oi lile in lhe balance of nature. We must nor
al low a f inal  curtain catt .




