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Abstract: The large herds of wild asses (Equus hemionus) and gazelles (Gazella spp) which until 
recent times populated the steppes, have been almost exterminated by hunting. Similarly their 
predators, the cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus), have declined. It is impossible to obtain an accurate 
estimate of current wildlife populations due to the restricted access to important wildlife areas, 
however from all descriptive accounts of field workers and village project workers, there are few 
local sightings of wildlife species. Hunting pressure has been an increasing problem for the past 
several decades as indicated in FAO reports of 1973, 1977 and 1981. Of the six major protected 
area candidate sites identified in this report, it is feared that many of the original values of the 
areas may have been lost. 












