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Abstract: Breeding with the cheetah Juanita was very successful. The reasons behind these successes
was the use of a separation technique. So further breeding should go on like this with a cheetah named
Janica. She gave birth to a male cub. Process of mating, behaviour during pregnancy and dimensions of
the straw-lines maternity pens are described
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Previous reports (1; 2) have su mmarised the birth
of the first two litters of cubs to the 2 chectah
Arinonyx  fubatus, ‘Juanita’. These have been
followed by two further litrers, making a total
of 11 animals in all {three 44 and cight §2). Apart
from the first litter, no trouble was experienc
with rearing any of these youngsters and all were
looked after by their mother until old enough to
be separated. This normally took place at about
cight months of age.
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e e ‘Chooe, a tame pet animal.
e Lk place and the animals were
m pehinniey she was scnt O the
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it ot with the first unrelated & on 13
Thie batrer Was removed on 390 March
qoduged w the ¥ in a larger pen (Pen 4
|, This pen is 2t the back of the enclosure,
pally  conmins all but the original
o pair Ll measures. 3005 % A7 DL
i the area i lighely wooded, cheetabs are
lsepve movement under the lower
- of the trees for some distance on either
e rear run and originally they could see
cerahs and lynx Felis lynx in front of the
“tor the middle of July the rear of all frout
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1arch 1972 Janica Was moved to one of the
s (1 and 2) of the enclosure, with het
-+ fromn the litrer born in 1067, Twe months

later Edashara was moved to the next paddock
and Janica was put with him.

On 16 July Janica was behaving abnormally and
was not intercsted in food. The next day she was
moved into the Clicetah House but close observa-
ion showed that she was in ocstrus and was not
pregnant. Conscquently, she was moved to the
rear enclosure (Pen 4) with her father ‘Jack” and
the @ from the 1970 litter. After a fow minutes
with no activity the 8 started to chase ber and at
one point appeared o regard the second  as the
one in oestrus. During the next three days hig was
accasionally secn to chase Janica but no MALNg
+was observed, On 22 July she ate only half of het
ration and the following day she ate nothing:
Her appetite returned to normal on 24 July and
nothing abnormal was observed during the next
cight weeks. On 28 September she was routinely
injected with a booster dose of a formalin-
inactivated feline nfectious ententis vaccine and
an 4 October was dosed with piperazine adipate
for suspected ascarid infection. Ttwas noted at the
time that her abdomen Was swollen.

She was released into the rear pen (Pen 4) and,
from § October, she was always secnt waitng
for her food at the same place; when the meat
was thrown she would pick it up and quickly
run to the other side of the pen. (Her mother,

Juanita, hehaved in the same Way before the birth

of her cubs.) At the cume time it was noted that
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Janica was lying down or sitting wherever pos-
sible and had stopped prowling round the pen.
On 13 October Edashara was removed from the
paddock and the wooden house lined with bales
of straw, leaving a small area in between (Fig. 2}
On 16 October Janica became aggressive to her
keepers and to other members of staff, charging
at the fence. Care was taken to disturb her as
little as possible even at feeding times. Om 20
October an abdominal ripple, of the kind
previousty observed during the advanced stages
of pregnancy, was scen when Janica was lying
down. On 25 October onc cub was born.

For several days after parturition Janica did
not wait for her food in the paddock, and only
came out of the house after the meat had been
thrown over the fence; as soon as she had finished
eating, she returned to the house. On 27 October
she started to charge the fence once again and a
slight haemorrhagic discharge was noticed ‘on
her tmil. She continued, however, to return
quickly to the house as soon as she had eaten her
food. The aggression appeared to decrease from
31 October onwards and she was never seen
outside the house except at feeding time. On 21
November it was felt safe to entice her out of the
paddock into a small yard and a quick look was
taken into the house. One cub, a &, was prescnt,
standing up on four feet and with his eyes just
beginning to open.

The cub was first seen sitting at the entrance of
the house on 13 November, on Day 19, and when

Dirmensions of the straw-lines maternity den prepared for the pregnant o,

the mother saw this she carried him into the pen
but retrned him five minutes later to the housc.
Three days later she was seen to eall the cub out,
but carried it back into the house after five
minutes. On 17 Movember the cub recurned on its
own to the house, apparently feeling the ecld,
and after this cub and mother regularly came out
into the pen at feeding times each day. In Decem-
ber it was noticed that the cub spent most of every
day out in the pen with mother, and carly in 1973
started to protect his mother from zoo staff and
others walking round the pen. The cub was seen
to eat meat for the first time on.2 December 1072,

Janica's diet for the previous year consisted of
approximately 2 kg beef or horsemeat daily,
dusted with an Omni-Camivore supplement.
She also received one whole chicken each month.
The birth took place o4 days after the ¢ had
appeared to be in oestrus and had not eaten for a
day.

The cub was injected with 3 ml of inactivated
feline infections enteritis vaccine on 21 December
and the dose was repeated on 18 January 1973
The animal weighed 3-4 kg on 21 Diecember
(Day 57); the average weight of five previous
young, weighed at 64 days of age, was 3-74 kg
it has not been weighed since but appears to be
i excellent health and has grown rapidly. At the
time of writing (April 1973) cub and mother are
still together in the rear pen, spending most of the
daylight hours outside the house.

A litter was borm to capiive-bred parenison 30 Detober 1973,
ELTOR,





