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Abstract: The British orientalist and jurist W. Jones (1746-94) says that the use of the cheetah for 
hunting originated with Hushing, King of Persia in 856 B.C. Despite this long association with man 
and his success with other animals, it is surprising to read in a report by the English naturalist 
W.I. Blandford, in 1888, that the cheetah had not been known to breed in captivity. It is only from 
1956 that cheetahs are registered to be born in captivity. To answer the question of how and why 
it is so difficult to breed cheetahs in zoos, the author uses a 15 years period, during which 43 
young were born, to search the common factors. Between several factors, he brought out the 
three probably most relevant ones like the improvement in standard diets, the separation of 
breeding pairs and the bringing together of only mature animals. 




















