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Abstract: To assess the cheetah's situation today, we looked back into recent history to 
understand the circumstances which have led to its success as indicated by numbers on 
Namibian farmlands, and its subsequent rapid decline. In the 1960s  the vegetation of the land 
began to change, due to severe drought, overgrazing, and previous reduction of large herds of 
migratory games. Along with the farmland development came also the conflict with large and 
dangerous predators. After the 1960s the cheetah population began to increase, probably due to 
the reduction in the numbers of large predators, the 'development' of water, and the resident 
animal wildlife populations. During the wet years of the 1970s, when prey was abundant, the 
cheetah population had also increased. But, in the 1980s, with grass cover low from the drought 
and wildlife numbers drastically reduced, the farmers began a war on the cheetahs. Thus, over a 
10-years' period their number declined to half. The long-term goal of the Cheetah Conservation 
Fund is to develop a conservancy for cheetahs on Namibian's commercial farmlands in 
cooperation with the farmers and the local human communities. 








