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Abstract: History suggests that although cheetah inhabited a wide range of areas, they never 
have been abundant. Today their numbers are declining with even greater rapidity owing in part 
to the disappearance of suitable habitat and as a consequence of a lack of genetic diversity. In 
Asia, the wild cheetah is nearly extinct. A small number of Asian cheetahs (Acinonyx jubatus 
venaticus), maybe 200, still survive in Iran, and perhaps Turkmenistan and north-west 
Afghanistan. There has not been a comprehensive survey of African cheetah since the early 
1970s when Norman  Myers calculated the African population of cheetah to be 14000 animals in 
22 countries. On the basis of his research, he estimated that there would be fewer than 10000 
cheetah by 1980. Few regional studies of the 1980s are briefly presented. 












