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Abstract: The status of the cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus), varies widely throughout its range with 
perhaps 32 countries where cheetahs are still found. All populations are classified as vulnerable 
or endangered by the World Conservation Union's (IUCN) Red Data Book and are regulated by 
the Convention for International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
as Appendix I. Although there has not been a comprehensive survey of African cheetahs since 
1975, there is a consensus that the cheetah population is declining throughout Africa. Total 
number of cheetahs estimated at less than 15,000 is based on a literature review and mail 
questionnaire surveys and have been used as the source for data that is also published in the 
IUCN Cat Specialist group Wild Cats. 
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The status of the cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus), varies widely throughout its range with perhaps 32

countries where cheetahs are still found (Marker, 1998).  All populations are classified as vulnerable

or endangered by the World Conservation Union’s  (IUCN) Red Data Book and are regulated by the

Convention for International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) as

Appendix I (CITES 1992).  Although there has not been a comprehensive survey of African cheetahs

since 1975, there is a consensus that the cheetah population is declining throughout Africa (Nowell

& Jackson, 1996; Breitenmoser & Breitenmoser-Würsten, 2001).  Total number of cheetahs estimated

at less than 15,000 is based on a literature review and mail questionnaire surveys (Kraus & Marker-

Kraus, 1991; Marker-Kraus and Kraus, 1996; Marker, 1998) and have been used as the source for

data that is also published in the IUCN Cat Specialist group Wild Cats (Nowell & Jackson, 1996).

The wild cheetah is nearly extinct in Asia, with approximately 100 surviving in small-pocketed

areas through Iran (Nowell & Jackson, 1996; Marker, 1998; UNDP, 2001).  Free-ranging cheetahs

inhabit a broad section of Africa including areas of North Africa, Sahel, eastern, and southern Africa

(Kraus & Marker-Kraus; 1991, Nowell & Jackson 1996; Marker, 1998).  Two strongholds remain

for the cheetah, Kenya and Tanzania in East Africa and Namibia and Botswana in southern Africa

(Kraus & Marker-Kraus, 1991; Nowell & Jackson, 1996; Marker, 1998).  In East Africa, the cheetah

has been found in the agriculture land in the Masai Mara region outside the national parks and were

co-existing with the Narok Masai, whose stock they left alone (Burney, 1980; Hamilton, 1986).

Recent surveys being conducted by Mary Wykstra and Sarah Durrant in both Kenya and Tanzania

have indicated different challenges confronting cheetahs from these communities as a result of

livestock predation by cheetahs.  In southern Africa, cheetahs are killed regularly in farming areas

due to livestock predation and the attitudes of the farmers (Morsbach, 1987; Wilson, 1987; Stuart &

Wilson, 1988; Lawson, 1991; Marker-Kraus et al,. 1993; Marker-Kraus et al., 1996; Marker &

Schumann, 1998, Marker et al. 2003). Much of the conflict found in southern Africa is as a result of

the increase of fenced game farms and cheetahs catching wild game that has value (Marker 2003,

Marker et al 2003). Over the past few years there is an indication that cheetah populations have

increased in Zimbabwe and South Africa as well as conflict with livestock and game farmers (A,

Van Dyke, 1999; pers comm, N. Purchase, 2000 pers. comm.).  Several programs are now working

actively towards censusing cheetah populations in southern Africa, Kenya and Tanzania (Bashir et

al. 2004).  Conservation and education programs are also being actively conducted in many of these

countries as well (Bartels et al. 2002).

There has been limited information from North or West Africa and the cheetah’s future in these

areas is questionable (Marker, 1998; Breitenmoser & Breitenmoser-Würsten, 2001).  As part of an

IUCN Biodiversity Project, status surveys have been carried out in Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Morocco

and Tunisia (Jackson, 2001).  Cheetah populations were reported to be in southern Algeria (O’Mopsan,

1998; Jackson, 2001); and in Egypt, cheetahs were reported near the Libyan border, but surveys

found no evidence in other parts of former range (Saleh, 1997; Jackson, 2001).  Cheetahs have been

reported in the tri-country W park in Niger, Burkino Faso, and Benin (Van Syckle, 1996).

In February 2005, a reconnaissance trip into the D’Hoggars National Park in Algeria was undertaken

along with members of the Sahelo-Saharan Interest Group to identify the presence of cheetahs in

the area and to identify their survival risks (pers com).  Park officials showed recent photos of

cheetah.  Photos were also presented by a tour operator of a dead cheetah that had killed livestock.

During the reconnaissance trip, cheetah scat and cheetah marking trees were found and recorded

(pers com).

Cheetahs continue to survive in small, pocketed groups in isolated areas throughout the Sahel, with



a low estimate of 9,000 animals and an optimistic estimate of 12,000 animals (Marker-Kraus et al.

1996; Nowell & Jackson, 1996; Marker, 1998).  Perhaps for the cheetah though, individual numbers

of animals may not be the important point, but the numbers of viable populations still existing.

Viable populations may be found in only half or less of the countries where cheetahs still exist

(Marker, 1998).

Over the past 30 years, the cheetah has suffered a devastating decline of available habitat and prey

throughout its range, both of which are necessary for its survival.  As reported throughout Africa,

cheetahs are not doing well in protected wildlife reserves due to increased competition from other,

larger predators such as lion and hyenas  (Laurenson, 1991; Morsbach, 1987; Mills pers comm.

1991, 2001; Caro, 1994; Marker-Kraus et al., 1996; Nowell & Jackson, 1996).  Therefore, a large

percentage of the remaining, free-ranging cheetah populations are outside of protected reserves or

conservation areas (Marker, 1998). The cheetah generally has been considered to inhabit open country

and grasslands.  More recently, cheetahs have been reported to use a wide variety of habitats and are

often reported in dense vegetation eg. Kora Reserve in Kenya, Botswana’s Okavango Delta, Serengeti

woodlands, and Namibian farmlands (Caro, 1994; Marker-Kraus et al., 1996, Marker 2003).

The ability of the cheetah to adapt to a changing ecological system has been brought about primarily

by conversion of its preferred habitat to farmland and is perhaps the critical question in estimating

the population’s survivability in Africa (Myers, 1975).  In several studies during the past 25 years,

the cheetah was reported to suffer a decrease in numbers as land was developed and suitable habitat

converted to agriculture (Wrogemann, 1975; Hamilton, 1986; Myers, 1975; Cambell & Borner,

1988; Wilson, 1988; Morsbach, 1987; Marker-Kraus & Kraus, 1990; Marker-Kraus et al., 1996;

Nowell & Jackson, 1996).

Controlling factors determining cheetah survival include small populations, restricted habitats with

a limited prey base, conflict with nomadic herders, and wars that have supplied guns and ammunition

to the populace, who may then poach all forms of wildlife for food and profit; poaching for pelts,

and conflict with commercial livestock farmers and game farmers (Marker, 1998; Jackson, 2001).

Priorities from the Cat Specialist Group meeting in August 2001 (Breitenmoser & Breitenmoser-

Würsten, 2001) include encouraging support for:

• a survey in North Africa, populations critically endangered due to fragmented

populations

• a survey in Iran and the development of a conservation action plan

• the development of regional programs (S Africa, C Africa, N Africa)

• a pan-African survey to refine population estimates and threats

• conservation outside protected areas

• conservation efforts to reduce livestock conflict

• a census program in countries where cheetah trophy hunting is conducted

• an increased need to develop prey base management throughout the cheetahs range

• a tourism education program in parks to reduce stress (e.g. Kenya)

• the increased cooperation between international captive population management

• a global master plan

Distribution: Algeria; Angola; Benin; Botswana; Burkina Faso; Cameroon (ex?); Central African

Republic; Chad; Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt (ex?); Ethiopia; Gambia (ex?); Iran; Kenya;

Libya (ex?); Malawi; Mali; Mauritania; Morocco (ex?); Mozambique; Namibia; Niger; Nigeria (?);

Pakistan (ex?); Senegal (ex?); Somalia; South Africa; Sudan; Swaziland; Tanzania; Togo; Uganda;

Western Sahara (ex?); Zaire (ex?); Zambia; Zimbabwe (Nowell & Jackson, 1996; Marker, 1998;

Breitenmoser & Breitenmoser-Würsten)  (ex ? = possibly extinct).



(Editor’s Note: View and download the 2001 Global Cheetah Action Plan at:

www.cbsg.org/reports/reports/ exec_sum/GlobalCheetah_LowRes.pdf)



African Continent Cheetah Distribution Map
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