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Abstract: Prey selection and feeding habits of lions Panthera leo, spotted hyenas Crocuta 
crocuta, cheetahs Acinonyx jubatus and leopards Panthera pardus are investigated. Lions kill 
mainly adult gemsbok Oryx gazella and blue wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus, tending to select 
older animals of both species and males in the case of gemsbok. Spotted hyenas also prey 
mainly on gemsbok and wildebeest, but select for juveniles, particularly from gemsbok. Cheetahs 
prey heavily on springbok Antidorcas marsupialis lambs and then on adult males and older 
individuals. Leopards also prey relatively heavily on springbok, but appear to have a small impact 
on their prey populations in the southern Kalahari, although in the case of springbok they do 
appear to influence the structure of the population. 
































