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Abstract: Kill of a yearling springbuck by a sibling of cheetahs. The male made the kill and kept his sister
away from the prey until he has eaten his fill.

Dealing with live wild animals and deals mainly possession, selling and buying of live cheetahs is
prohibited. Nowhere in the Ordinance is it stated that the killing of cheetah is an offence. The Transvaal
Department of Nature Conservation has now taken positive steps to rectify the position. Wherever
possible, cheetah will now be captures in areas where they create problems and relocated in suitable
nature reserves.



The Cheetals
kill

by Eugene Moll
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A!IELUHH!I iwars onily cocn the sun
was ilrealy hot aned the two chieetah
bl erwled as G under the smadl hush
as possible to escape the heat, They
were lrother amd sister, a8 we wers
Luter taled, about twe years old.

sl herds ol springhuck, sebna, arvy
] kueduioves) o Tronn the Klein
Namutoni winerhode nearby, Many
passed within oo metres ol the
l'IIL‘J..‘liIh. 'I\-'h” ;ll}lf[?i[|'{‘r! f.i[lj“" LEEN AT} E
cerned s seemed more inclined o
sleep e e o

Honwever by noon the male Ly Lis
show sonme imrerest in the ol [rissing
animl, althowngh his interest wis o
sullicient to cause him o chiange posi-
tiemn, B Do, tived aned sl Treom the
Fespgr wanit, ook dlecieles| io move the car
g Lo the waterbole o warch any possi-
Il anetionn [vesen there, As T was about 1o
mave ofl, twe yearling springhuck
cine simhling alonyg the rome path,
veering ol their path ol inereasing
their pace to pass the slow-moving car,

A this moment they cone inosight ol

the cheetih, The nearmess ol the prey
wits Lo mueh Foe the malde cheetaly who
sprang into action — [ollowed o few
moments kcer by his sister, Too e the
springhuck realised the danger and
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tried to escape— but the chase over ol
much more than 5o metres wis over in
i few seconds.

It was the male cheetah who caughr the
springhuck by the hody, and by the
time his sister laped onw the scene by
Ll already positioned himsell over his
prey, changing his grip from e hody
ten the back ol the bead, Afer wlon
seeermeel tor Dre o longe mene, ot was in Lt
something under two mimoes, the
springburck censed seeogling,

Phe nude dewgged the cocss o the
shuvele e the bosh s thiea the Teasting
heran, For i howe and a hall, while we
wittched, the cheetah b their meal,
Surprisingly the mule used his By 1
keep his imore thinid sister away o
the prev. Iwas only Eiver, when D had
eaten g comnplete shoulder, tlan she
muoved in o her share, Initally he hid
illowed her wooear, then changed his
mined and there was a “clenched-ieeth-
and-growling-display™ which Listed
twor nnutes belore e veleonwed aned -
lowed her to eat in pesice,

Onee Fed, the two cats moved of T o the
shade ol another tree, luvther Seom he
roie, where they would be less dis-
turbed while they slept ofl their heavy
meal,
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The Transvaal Lvmer who sha eight
cheetah on his own Lurm o and, wha in
toing so, was pertectly within his rights,
has highlighted the Gact i there is some-
thing seriously wrong with some of the
wildlife laws in th Provinee,

Legistation For the animals varies [rom
Province o Provinee, In the Uransvaal i
appears under schedule 5 ol the Natire
Conservation Ovdinance "Wild Animals
i regard to which the Provisions of See-
tom 28 Apply™. Section 26 relers o prohi-

bited acts dealing with live wild animals,

and deals mainly with possession, selling
and buying of lie cheetah. Nowhere in the
Ordinance is it stated that the killing of
cheetah is an offence, Schedule 1 of the
Ordinance governs protected Game and
provides protection for other animals
listed — but not cheetah, an endangered
spevics! Toothe Cape O3 dinirice, §he
chewti s bseed s o cibanperce spedics
ancin Natal under protected gone., In the
Froe Stace the Ordinance is very similio- o
tiat ol the " Transvil, Clearly o cise exisis
o am smendoent v the T amsvaal al
the CFS Liws in regard 1o this species,

The Transvaal Department of Nature
Conservation las now taken positive steps
to rectily the position. Wherever possible,
cheetab will now be captured in areas
where they create problems and relocated
in suitable natre reserves, lts Research
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Division plans to dletermine accurately the
species’ regional distribution, its status, its
habitat requirements, its diseases and
other limiting Lactors.

There is lintde douts thar the main reason
tor the decline of cheetal throughour s
tormer rivageds the loss of hirgeareas of i
prime habavn, a loss h:'ullghl: byt 1:_1.'
man's activities and his rapidly-ex panding
population, Coupled with this is, of
course, the high price pad for cheetah
skins on the world pelt narket, which has
led 1o much illegal killing,

The Society believes the following positive
action is needed to remedy the decline ol
cheetah populations,

Permits Tor killing or capturing cheetah
must be mandatary in all Provinees and
must be issuerd by the Pravincial Nature
Conservation Departments,

Thae sabe conned i Jreees lauser ool bl v hewerila
Produits st Le subject o ol
permit from the Provineial Nature Con-
servation Departinent conceraed,

Tl estabbsboenn ol I;u'i.'ln', e rveses ol
avied savaii — the priwe cheetal habig
— s mure reserves so that viable popuiki-
tons Gin be sileguarded in Southern Af-
riG, y

An extensive educition campaign, par-
ticukirhy among Birmers and Lndowners
— perhaps like those in Nuwl Tor the
mmergeyer and the pyihon,
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