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Abstract: Status of the leopard and cheetah in Africa. This paper presents findings form a two year survey. 
Africa is no longer the last great empty continent: the human population is expanding more rapidly than 
that of any other region on earth. The cheetah depends on specific biotopes which have more open areas 
- the same that will continue to suffer at the hands of increased livestock industry and subsistence 
agriculture. As a marginal predator which relies on certain types of prey, the cheetah often requires a 
much larger area to survive than the tiger or leopard. 
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STATUS OF THE LEOPARD AND CHEETAH IN AFRICA

NOnnan lvlyers

The grea t  ca ts  o f  A f r i ca  have rece ived a  good dea l  o f  a t ten t ion  in
recent  years .  lh is  app l ies  espec ia l ty  to  the  leopard  (panthe ld ,Edus)
and the cheetah (Acirxtn|e jubatus), two large spotted cats vrhose skins
have been in  much demand fo r  the  in te rna t iona l  fu r  t rade.  As  a  conse-
quence o f  fcars  fo r  the j r  s ta tus ,  the  In te rna t ion , r l  Un jon  fo r  t l l e
C o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  N a t u r . e  ( l . U . C _ N . ) w j t h  f u n d s  f r o n r  t h e  L U - C . N . / l t / o r l d
|1 i i ld l i fe  Fund ( l . l . l , / .F . )  Jo in t  p ro jec ts  and the  In te rna t ionat  Fur  I rader , l
F e d e r a t i o n  ( i . F . T . F - ) ,  d e c i d e d  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  n e e d e d .  T h e  s u r v e y
was d i rec ted  a t  s ta tus ,  d is t r ibu t jon ,  numbers ,  and o ther  per t inent  aspe(
o f  conserv ing  these t | ,o  fe l ids .  Th is  paper  p resents  f ind jngs  f rom the
two year survey-

Wi thout  go ing  too  fa r  in to  the  concepts  o f  endangerment ,  i t  i s  im_
por tan t  to  recogn jze  thd t  n los t  spec ies  o f  ma jor  mamnld l  l i fe  in  A f r i ca
dre  under9o ing  progress jve  dep le t ion .  In  the  face  o f  human popu la t ions
wi th  the i r  expand ing  numbers  and expand ing  dsp i ra t jons ,  ih is  p rocess  rs
l  i ke ' l y  to  cont inue a t  acce le ra t ing  ra tes  in to  the  fo rseeab le  fu tu re .
The po in t  o f  i ssue is  no t  whether  the  nurnbers  o f  leopard  and cheetah
are  dec l  in ing ,  bu t  whether  they  are  dec l in ing  fas te r  than ! . rou ld  be  ex-
pec ted  g iven the  cons t rd in ts  under  wh ich  w i ld l i fe  comnun i t jes  now ex . is t
in  emergent  A f r i ca .  Th is  i s  no  longer  the  las t  g rea t  empty  cont inent ;
the  popu iace  is  expand ing  more  rap id iy  than tha t  o f  any  o ther  reg jon  on
ear th ,  and,  g iven  the  except iona ' l l y  b road base to  the  popu la t ion  pyramjd ,
the  imp los ' ion  o f  human numbers  w i l l  be  more  d . i f f i cu l t  to  de fuse  than
dnywhere  e lse  on  ear th .  In  Kenya,  fo r  example ,  the  average fe r t i l i t y
r a t e  i s  7 . 6 .  E v e r  m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  t h e  r a t e  i s  s t i l l  r j s i n g ,  e v e n
though Kenya was the first country of black Africa to .institute an of_
f i c ia l  fami ly  p lann ing  program.  The popu la t ion  Counc. i l  o f  I Iew lo rK es_
t imates  tha t  b i r th  cont ro j  p rograms wou ld  have tc  be  inc reased ten  t jmes
in  o rder  to  ach ieve  , ' l  reduc t ion  jn  fe r t i l  i t J ,  ra tF i - -and rha t  wou ' ld  no t
: , t a r t  u n t i l  d f t e r , t n  i n t e r v a l  o f  t e n  v e a r s .

A f r i ca  i s  a lso  by  fd r  the  most  i f i tpover ished reg ion  on  ear th .  jn
f a c t ,  A f r i c a n s  a r e  c o n s c j o u s  o f  a  s e c o n d , , d e v e l o p i n g  g a p , . o o e n i n q  u r ,
th rs  one be tween Af r i cd  and the  res t  o f  the  Th i rd  i lo r ld .  The orosDecr



Myers  argues  _ tha t  what  i s  impor tan t  in  eva lua t . ing  s ta tus  is  the  ra te
a t  v . J h i c h  a  s p e c i g s  i s  d e c l i n i n o

.,..-:__ _-____j_Ig!]f ,!91!, constraints under which
"i ldt ife e".ists in a rnan-do.inaied wo" . i l]"i.althuse _;G;;,
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rast - i  in  pur t r tor
bragk 4tica than anywh;e;t;; the;td:-n#;;;;;"n nurtu",
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%ss, and r p""o; i i ,  *," p"*r la
reserves  o f  nany  underdeve ioped count r tes  as  in f la t ion  and s tandards  o f
l i v ing  dec l ine  in  the  western  wor ld ,  lead ing  to  a  decreased . incent ive
f rom tour . i sm.

l l yers  found tha t  leopards  deserve  a  be t te r  s ta tus  than prev tous ly
supposed in  tha t  they  are  so  adaptab le  and such genera l i s ts .  In  the  huge
Congo Bas in ,  an  area  no t  touched to  any  degree by  the  fu r  t rade,  the  den_
s i ty  o f  leopard  may run  as  h igh  as  one per  square  mi le .  0n  the  o ther  hand,
he  po in ts  ou t  tha t  no  mat te r  hoB impress ive  the  adapt iveness  o f  the  ieopard
i r igh t  appear ,  i t  has  been v i r tua l l y  e l im ina ted  a l ready  f ron  nor thern  and
nost of southern Africa. Hyers sees greater hope over the coming t\ao
decades for the leopard than for nany iarger nrarnmals of Africa; however,
the  growing  use o f  pes t ic ides ,  po isons  and coyote  , ,ge t te rs , ,may render
cons iderab le  des t ruc t ion .  As  w i  l l  be  seen f rom V isser ,s  repor t ,  severa  I
€ount r les  a re  a r ready  us ing  ind isc r im ina te  po ison '  in  the  same manner  tha t
the  U.S.  d id  in  the  las t  twenty  yedrs .

The-cor rup t ion  Myers  has  found. in  the  channe ls  o f  the  fu r  t rade g . ives
a pess in is t i c  hope fo r  th t ion of furrjers in-i i i-rra tiona I ly i i=c6n _
Serva t i  on  schenes.  achenes.  and,  o f  course,  the 1973 d iscovery of  i f  i l . i i , r * ; i , . l n 9

As for the .t'""tut,, ltyu., ,""i o-J-iliift."nt future. The cheetah
.depends on specific bio_lQpgA which ha-ve- !9lg opg,l areas__the same areas
t h d t  w j l  I  c . ' " r i n u e  t o  s u f f F r : r  r h e  h d n d s  o f  i n c r e a g e d  l i v e s t o c t  i n d u s t r y
aj4,sub! i ! ter_c_q aqricutt!re. A, u ,u.g, nJl."duro. ii ' i"l, "-" .""_

i n to  the  U.S. ,  a t  leve ls  near ly  equa l  to  the  pre_ban era ,  re in fo rces  i i s
v re t /  tha- t - i t  w j l l  take  t renendous,  perhaps- ' l *  l " l : ' : : " : "0:" 'p '  ,
tM_19_jg!i!qq a control ted_, legif jrate fur trdde.

ta  in  tp tM,_gf .prey,_the_cheetah often requirreS a  nuch la rger  a rea  
- tb -sur_lr ---

v ive  than the  t iqe .  o r  reooa"d .  tany  s11. i1n ,  . . ; ; - ; " ;  nb i -nd  l ;y not be la rge
e-19,u9h !o sustajn a u ],4]9 oo.9!, t q.t jg1_ year-round. rr,e nf ";.a n-*liEflti _
mate  jnd ica tes  tha t  by  l9B0 there  nay  be  as  few as  5 ,000 cheetahs .




