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Abstract: In 1994 Merola reviewed the results that have been collected over the last decade 
relative to the population genetic structure of the African cheetah and the implications for survival. 
Synthesizing the data in a critical manner, this work brought into question the relevance of 
previous observations that the cheetah has a remarkably reduced complement of genomic 
variation and is suffering a physiological fitness cost as a consequence. To respond to these 
criticisms O'Brien discusses in this article the major points of disagreement. 

 
 










