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Abstract: Three captive-bred cheetah males were experimentally released into natural areas after 
the prior determination of their killing ability. The initial release into a small nature reserve 
confirmed that cheetahs can catch and kill prey without previous experience. The cheetahs were 
then tested in unlimited space. Differences in cheetah kill intervals between the 2 study areas 
was ascribed to the greater distances covered in the latter study area while familiarizing with their 
new environment, the comparative difficulty in location potential prey and a fight which developed 
between the introduced cheetahs and resident wild cheetahs. The behavior of the captive-bred 
cheetahs was similar to that of wild cheetahs, with the exception that they spent considerable 
time at their kills. 
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