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Abstract: Forty-four wild-caught captive cheetahs of various ages were examined in Namibia for 
focal palatine erosion (FPE), a disorder characterized as penetration of the palatine mucosa by 
the lower first molar. Length of captivity varied from one month to more than four years. While 
captive these animals were fed a variety of diets ranging from meat scraps, to carcasses of 
rabbits and large domestic hoofstock. The occurrence of FPE was related to the type of diet fed, 
but only during the time period when the permanent teeth were erupting. Diet had no effect on 
producing RPE if individual cheetah were more than eight months old at the time of capture. 
There was no evidence that FPE occurred in wild cheetahs. 














