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Abstract: The book chapter gives taxonomic notes, morphological description, and information 
about the distribution, habitat, and behaviour of 6 cats of the Southern African sub-region. In 
Namibia the cheetah occurred widely but sparsely throughout, even occasionally as far south as 
the Orange River mouth. In Botswana they have a wide distribution, exempt in the extreme 
southeast. In Zimbabwe they are absent from the northeast, which corresponds with their 
absence in parts of the Tete District of Mozambique and southern Malawi. They occur in 
Mozambique, south of the Zambezi River, only being absent from the south and southeast. They 
occur sporadically in the northern parts of the Cape Province, in the Kalahari Gemsbok National 
Park and in parts of the north-western, northern and eastern Transvaal to the southern border of 
the Kruger National Park. In Natal they were exterminated by the 1930s, but stock from Namibia 
was re-introduced to Hluhluwe, Umfolozi and Mkuze Game Reserves in 1965, and in 1978 to the 
eastern shores of Lake St. Lucia. 




































































