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Abstract: Breeding in captivity is very difficult with cheetahs. Female cheetahs are very choosy. They 
won't take just any male. Scientists discovered a connection between infertility in female cheetahs and the 
exotic feline diet fed to many captive cats. Cheetahs are more susceptible to disease than other cats - this 
may be one result of an ancient genetic bottleneck. When the king cheetah was first reported in 1926, it 
was believed to be a cheetah-leopard hybrid. It is distinguished by its blotchy sports and dark broad 
stripes down its back. 
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a Ja t lry BI SHARON ELAINT THOMISON

d IOR CIITIRIIS.,.""hs have been
kepr by man. The EgT,rians nay have
been &e firsr to caprure and rame rhem.
In fact, some repons say lhat by &e Third
D)rasty (about 2600 B.C.) rhe use of
cheetahs for hunring was as poputar as
lhe use ofdogs. The Eurcpeans ofrhe t5th
cenluly also imponed rhe "hunring l€op
ard for the chase. Yet not even the Mogul
emperDr, Akbar the c.eat, who ras sul>
posed ro have keF r,000 ch€erahs, .ould
coax the big cats ro breed in capliviry.

Modem zoos, roo, have often found rhar
breeding cheetais was a h;r or,niss afiair
Wha! rvorked one lime might nor reork
again - even for the sarne Dimats. t s
Angeles Zoo Director Wanen Tironas re-
mernbeN a pair ofcheerahs he kepr at rhe
Oklahoma Ciry Zoo. They $ere perfecrly
conteDr wilh each or}!er and bred '.e$larly,
only rhe third such captive pair ro do so.



Nirh (hrdah! \an Dy[, n' liol)c\

used o pi.li ourrhe 'hxndlon,ei

Bur resear.heA discorern rhar 70
D.r.n' of'he sperm p'odr.ed b!
mrlo .heekhs n noirnal. (In

sperD counr .f 20 p.r.n' n
enough ro caNe infeniLny.) So 6e
Yekinananr sancd r.ring rhe
nales for l€nilny b.fore rh.y \ere

Nas dnmaFd b find lhar k q?s
orr.n \he s.ruf6en looking
malel vho run.d ou' rc be fi..heehh (See nrd A cliccLrh or

\tn droosr: Ther vonr rak Jun
antold male roured on rhem.To

she Nilla.cep' 3s a mare.van D]k
intoduces$e.heedli b abouLsix
nnl€s ar a rime. But $irh cheehhs,

'  t .  r . r !  1 ,  i . , h .  r \ v o  q  u D n '

r \ ' h  i , , {  "  r L  {  h ' ( l t d 5

i tr k ,\tr ' \r D\r. \rn, nD\

,[c \ri,r/ Zook*nJl 1;.rdd\

r.f 'o ( heeah breedins i,thrYioi
van Drk ha! been brecdi"s (hcc

prcdure r)'. nre, nnpcd r'ns

e.aus. sonc l.v.l oa.omp.ri'
iion nimulaks fic nale .hee-

sionallr allow€d acce$ b rh.
f.oales dunng the n2ring period.
But Nirh tbe conmnn.$ ornale.
rcDtrlc rcl2rionships, it n sone
times jus such an inreture Doo
Jlan thtrt rnrns the poten'ial
mothels h..d. And on.e lrr
.hoi.c ir nrd€, ir is often diin.uh
to .onrin.. her thar inorher nale

I
z

Fertilny n nor .cc.s,rily a
.on*anr, either. Willie Labu.
shasne. d;edo! or th. NrdoDal
zoolog,.al Cardens of South
Alnca. .xpl,ins rhat dre .h.erahs
rher are tesed .a.elully befoit
rht.} .r sen' ro otherzoos. some
dmes ju$ 'h€ nre* or beins
$ippcd is .nough to d'm a ttnile

!u' jun the opposit€ .xn
happen. roo. !d .\tarusrr. din.'or
of ,he cincinnan Zoo. says thar
''1h-"ne!er ve nn rl,i"Ss trp,'
breeding o..urs One pan ol

$ildr bred wiihin ve€rs orrdirrl.
The problem or male inleniliry

is co Donnd.d l,Y firdings i'id.
br Betsv Drese'. nir€cro' of
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mr,e uay resux in ,fi$..shesrys,

simrl b anar hun3ns mishr
expdenceif ihey ve hdbo mrlr
6 dnn|. Cheehh cubs . b

_ 
Ev.n beyond th€.ub sbgo,

diseas rhan od)d cac. Srcphen
o Brien, .hicf of th. hboa,orr
of unl Cadnosenesis at dc
Narional cr..er hnnure, has
stodied rrre p{nliarries ofcheerah
ctnctcsH€thinkthft naybeone
rcsuh or a! ancient g..eric
bonlene.k, shi.h EsltLi wh.n
uc nunbo of individuais in a
popdrton dftps seveEty (ofrn
d'roush abtuph. or disae),
and .hc Enainiog aniDaft b€sin
'o inbEed, whai Day h2DD.n
'hen, he saF, is ,insidio;s." cr_nes
begin ro honosenize and !h.
anin2r los6 Fneric diveE tt_ tn
ra.r according to OBrien, .t'e
hhs from difecnt patu ofAfii.a
are l0 dm.s dosergm.ticatly ihan
hun2n tues. Tn2i h.k ordivGiry
in tbe ch€e6n is esp..ially cncial
in ib abiliry b nghr otr dn.6e.

Secause aI .hebns hrv. vir
iuan/ idenical g€netic nateup
rno 'mmun. stdens, .he popula.
hon has no s(o.d line ofd.ftnse
again{ a virus thar .annor b.
roughi olr bt one .ats innln.
syseo. A singl. diras. .an yipc
our a sigrilican nubbd ot ei.
tuls For qmple, m atuk or
r.line inredious p.ribnjti (atp)
recinaed on€ u.s. g:m. pads

popuhnon in 1932. Ft& p.cnt
or ihe che€r2h3 died. Ano.g
domsd. c6 - whhrr hare a hish
degrc of seneti. diEriry - de
nrnber or rablities fton Frr ir
u3ually only abo4 5 per€nr

Intee4jns ir ofien us€d ro
pioducc aninak *nh speci6c
db, $'cb as a faner hehoB.
j a $:rkr dog. Bur poin6 or
O Brien, ieh.n {orkinq wirb
liniied broodlines, ,!ch ;s rhe
.rpdve pop dioo of kjns cnec,

rrbs, 'hfc i5 $cnsttof inbrcd.
'ng deprc$ron," when n.mn y
hidden rec.$iv. s..€5 arc
expt$.d 'n bme Und orphysi
oroBi.at probiems A case in poinr,
.xplainr I-A z@t Thomq is rhe
inbEcding or fie poputanhne
lg.rthar r.!!lred in pDbl€m such
as .m$ed eri cteh patate and

Bur rhe N4ional zootoei.al
crrdens of Soulh ali.a which
oyeBecs De $'itdq is noGo a,xious
to breed rings that i. will dst rhe
g€neric h.alth of rh€ gen.hiions

don.d lin8 .ub ms fonnd on a
nnch i! rhe TEnw.at rnd ft now
ai D. Wildl The peopl. who found
n _.onld h*e Sden quir€ a lo.
of noneyfor j! ey3un DyL.,Bur
rncy pr€feftd 6 8jw ir b u. ri
neans qune , ror ro u.. Ir is &e

Tb. majesdc .h.dah h r Pop.

urr drn,en.r (, enrirril\ .rr.s
r'. .otrDrr}. lr i\ rksr 'har \nh
dedhinsnlukl poputa!.D$ ir is
in.snonsiLle b bkc rhes. beatr
tirul .ar our or d'e witd lrhan
a ye!{on.eivcd captive nau8e
nenr prcgEn. D.spn. lhe prot
kms .nar marna. Ej.iirj rnd
malnk'nrg .hceiah p.\e for

h.m af arc.prins .h. cha €nse
ro prcLec( and propagarc rhk

srntu Ebitu ,th,anbn i, a t6rna
ttu ba.4 k ct2tldttr, oditank.



A Cheeta,h
0fA
Different
Stnpe

r I Te had.om. a rvrs w4 rar
l [ / r  dd t rn .c  sLh 'he  ' r .B

vI fi.'l:liiHi'f,i:I::'j
Afii.an sunlighr Then ne dall.d
a'ay inb a .lump of srubby dees
2.d rhE himsclfon@ th€ cool
grcund.Tbe audiencq he semed

Tbe mon2r.h tpEvl.d i. th.
dus! idly n{icbing his hil, r! a
ldng .hee€h. t.6cd or tne r2mil-
ir, bromp.r€d yellow .od or
thc common cheebn (r.i'mrt

,,rztu), the ld8's mu.h lonFr,
d.rm{oloEd cod is mirled with
lbE. vcry da*, bmd sdipes thd
run rbn th. nap. of t6 n .r io
fie b6. or ic dil. lB :idA rre
.overed rirh l.ry., iEcgnlarly

Wh.n dr &rng cn€ebn ms fi6t
rcpotud i' 1926, it @ b.lid.d
bb. i cbebn-hopad ntb;d Blt
R.gin,t r ?docl of thc Brirish
Musn id.nd6€d it iftkd 6 .
n.w spfti.s of ch.eh, H. nded
rh; anin.l ,4.r.'r: E, lh. ling
.heebn, ad call.d it ", , . yitl'out

.usg.ration ... rhe handso'nei
memlEr ot ftc .d lribc. Today
rc\ra(heB nBr€e rh lh. Ung
pdtm h simply a color Enarion,
likc lhe bl2c!.olor vr.iation ofrhe

Duing th€ 55y.t6 rollowing it
dnov€ry, ln. kins ch€e6h u,3
moE lq$d .hm rd. Tbet had
b.en o.lr ll r.pubble siAhrings
of th. !jng, rd 13 sh.s {ere
lnoM. So no onc '. L\. chfttah
R.e!ftr' 2nd Brcdin3 C.ner in
De Vildg So&h Afria, {6 dink-
i.g ot tjns: wh.n on€ ws bom
lhft in l}l. spdng of 1S31.
' 

Th.E had ben spondic.e
poc ol lings in Ysgd Nationat
Pa in the Tnftvasr region, d
ea drar had podued sonc of
the animle ar De 

'\,\,ildl 
Blt thc

binnof Ekin8 \tss.ot plan..d
ar all," says Ann En Dyl, who ru.s
tne fa.ili9 for .h. Neonal ZoG
lo8idr CddeB "ltB a.onpleh
$rpris.. Sul])rie grs tu da/s
I.d shcn 2 pEgnant f.mal.
shipped fton D. rMId. b rhe zoo
in lon Flizabeth, Solih Ama,



!, ,rh tro\! hr rhe tr'${ Pol),

Lr)e }.id l.otrnccD t,a\r be.o
hon rlrrc. xDd, in t08$. qr

djns drcdrhs rr ':r( itr dr.

,gr, 'rrms rhetr specid gen.s
h rhenr. se.ond, rhe lrlng.oar

eenr Thar m.rn5 $o aninDt\
.afl'ng ire gcne mun nrk ro

r n,..esfur m2lins betren L]ng
sare.ctrnriis prren6 tlre.e ; 5dll
onl, r 25 perem chrnce a rjng

ldbs maf b.con'. vidjms or
! d more unpleasanr nadnics.
a..ording b wilie Lrbdnhagne,
dne.roroarhc Na onat Zoologi.al
cadens .f sourh Alrjcic up to 50
peR€m ot.heeEh cubs 3r. ton
o prdadon in lb.ir 66. fotrr

rfrhd \reE nd erbugh b ar
ryn on Nird kins .hee!?lr
.imber. Dr. Tin caro. who

{udied.heerahs for l0yeaBin'he
sere.ge . bclieves hunJng ptaF a
laqe Frn in the lting! infiequent
rppexmn.es I. ZimbabN., the
arer kDo\'n io prcdn.c rhe mon
!n8s. hunring. rr says, "is aboui
tr\ resaras bu.rn geL rnaddnion
h zi,nbab$€, 'ild rjns cheeuhs

!e be.n rcFoned ont in pans

rn de frl of l9$, lne cin.ii.
Dad zoo be.ame ih. fid fa.itirl

klngrl,eeuh. ft hopes 'ar breed
,ng \irr soon 'rre ptme. Th. bs
Ahger.\ zoo and san Dieso zoo,
'.o, are eated !o re.enr kinS
, .e r rhJh r r r .ne r r fu tu rc

fhc dnn\ king dreehh tyingin
! sourr' Arri.ai shade tooled

elm Dd.on6rlenr, a\ irhe kne{
rlt rrr or lrh p'ogrn] 'asingo.d

PIilNNI]{fr I'(]R SUA\I\IAI

tre Amei.rn Aso.iadon of zoolosi.rl parks and
Aqurri!'ns has s.r up spe.ies suniBt Plans as one
uy ro presenc and propagare €ndangerd animals
Unde' rhe SSPS, Nonh Amencr zoos and aquanuns

patucipaG in the capive managencnr of endansered or
orrcaren.d species, all coordinared by ihe AAzp,r spe.i.s
nor ncce$anly .onsidered endang$.d. but nre nr .xpdlirr.
or unavailabl. rtuB the sild, ae ako coverd b),ssPs.

Ea.h ssP (cuftDdy, lhere a,t 531 6an?ses ilre en,iE
population or caplnr annnab in irs care. rD die ben imersb
of th. .pe.ies, a .ommtuee decides khen and eherc rhe
Dihrhshould be mo\€d, fq:rdte$ ofsho owns rheD.

The ssF for cheeahs is mmagedbyJa.kcnsham or.he
oklahoma Ciw zoo. Cnsban and bG comnnrce a.e
r\nonsibk ro he206.heeDhr in \3 zoo! The sroup re€ps
rhe br.dins R!ords forrlt Lhe rnimrt!,n, 5pe.ie, q!dboo]!
Th€ de.ision 6 nove an a.imat, says Cirhah. n nsuany
mad. *irh bFedinA opDonnnitics in mind. br ssps musr

spe.ill. Dceds of individunt zoos. rn
addition. ssPs nr to fi.d places ror lgins aninds. There
are approximrkly eish Nonh Amen.an frcirni€s a.riv€\
b,eeding chedahs, in.ludins the colunbus zoo and san

The .ofrmi&e also .onsuth w r crDetu froDr I hnen
or 0clds on all rhc fadoB LhL Jfied *pri'" .h@kh,, ,r;
rion, behrvioi reprodmior, lnfe.tious diseases and sneics.

crisham Res rhe .heeuh a. "one of my Fds.; Bur rs
okhhoDa cntr senenl cumoi he a.kno\,tedses, ! hNe
ro baran.e Imy penpedivet,' rhiic admirrns "ifr so,nerimes
Ia'd ro remenborhe orh.r xlcas ofrbe,oo..




