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Abstract: The fortuitous breeding of King cheetahs at the De Wildt Cheetah Research Center gives 
conclusive evidence that Acinonyx rex simply represents an unusual colour variant of Acinonyx jubatus. 
Consistency in the coat colour pattern of nine King cheetahs born at the Centre, and the pattern of 
inheritance thereof, suggests that it is controlled by a recessive allele at a single autosomal locus. The 
typical change of the spotted pattern to blotches is probably homologous to a mutation at the tabby locus 
of the Domestic cat. 
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I(inc chcrlhs ha€ hcn '.cotd.d spondica[v otr tb. past 50 v@( (Hills & Sniths.. 1930)
,n4 llrhongb oE! desih.d s r leopard{h..fuh hybdd (Coopd, 1916) and lard r..ogniz.d
as , cherah but d*ribd !s r ns speies, ,rct,,r: rox (Po.ock, 1927), ir is todav c.neBllv
sd.Ft d ro EpEhr M lblomal,y md kcd tsrisnr of,4 r"r"t Po!o.. loio',anotrkdsd
.hFrnd Robin$r (r9'6i "dggeJ.d tnarrh.cfrngeor hr 'pord Dd em 'o blorh. in he<
chedahs i. cmDaoblc to inar of rh. s{sil.d \tip€d ubbv ro rhe bloth.d bbbv in .hc
Dotuslc @. fela .,rd. This implic !h,r rh. ling coa. olour p en E$lB rron a nlralon
inhdicd ss a sjngl. aurosomal rc.Bsjv. allele. Thi. tlpd desnbd rhc p.dierc. of th. nir
Kiis chebhs bEd ar th. De wildr cheEh Rcs@rch C.nte (Sourh Aff€) bdwen l93l sd
1934 md provid6 aid.ne lhar th. dPEsioi of rh. aberanr coar color resulb fron rhe
adion olan auto$mal r(siw sllele.
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Tho infomation in Fig. I indicares a hisn irllnr monaliry amone$ spr
rle sueumblng {id only the sufliving to adultbood. T*o or rheD
dtr ro ,bmdoin i! by lhc holn*. H owever, !h. proponion of Kins ch.etahs dying $ inlans

. propodion of vild tt!. individ!.h lhar died (r: = 001!

Thc bc.ding ofKing cherahs fion a apriE sroup or wild ry!. ch..r*. mov6 all douba
rts&dins rh. speihc {.tus of,4. r.r and confns errlier sugg*rioE (Po6ck 1939i Robinso4
l9?6i H k & smnhc6, 1930) .ha! rhe Kins chdah neEry rcpEs'rs a coronr vrimr of

aurdcnar r@$iv. ell.lq *hich probrbly .o$ fton i murrrion ar rhe tabty lo s. Tte conepr
or g.n. horolos is senenlly acc.pr.d bday (Robjnsonj l9?0, 1976). Moi f.lids hav. a
charmbi$ic aid onrisrert nrip.d. spon.d o. os.tr d ,.!6ri ofdark DiFenr overlaid on an
a,soltt backgmund (Robin$n, 1976) Baed on in romarion a!,illbre froo Dofrc$ic cd b@d-
,ns. ftn basic pan m rpp.ad ro b snrcd lhc ubby locus

Thc aDparcir sinnrnies bdw*n rhc blorhed r$by and kins pheno
,nhed,nenayb.inrrprclcd Nsuseeninchomologyaid slppon rhen
.hdahfptriaacorourvarixDr 'suhiDsrmm anuurjon d thc hbby tocus.
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