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Abstract: The world's cheetah population is estimated at around 2500, but we have very few 
detailed past records of cheetah numbers in Zimbabwe. Today's distribution records are based 
mainly on sightings that show they are generally restricted to the less-developed, extensive 
ranching areas of Zimbabwe, namely the south and west of the country, with three apparent main 
concentrations: in Midlands, in Hwange and Matetsi, and in the southeast lowveld. However, 
sightings have recently been recorded from the Chete, Chewore, Mana Pools and Chisarira 
areas. In 1978 the IUCN Red Data Book gave Zimbabwe a cheetah population of 400, however, 
by 1985 it was thought that the national cheetah population was more likely to be up around the 
500 mark. From these figures it is easy to see that many of Zimbabwe's cheetah are not in 
protected wildlife areas and this raises serious questions about their future. 










