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Abstract: This document provides direction that will guide New Mexico Department of Game and Fish 
(NMDGF) in effectively managing cougars from 1997 through 2004. The long range plan identifies 16 
issues that affect public satisfaction with cougar management in New Mexico, and 29 strategies to satisfy 
people's recreational, economic, and ecological interests in cougars. NMDGF will use these strategies to 
develop and implement management actions, which will be described in the Operational Plan for the 
Management of Cougar in New Mexico, 1997-2004 and published in late 1997. This document includes 
information on cougar status, distribution, population dynamics, and habitat assessment, and addresses 
predation and sport hunting related issues and economic impacts of cougars. 

 

 
















































