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Abstract: This document contains revisions on an earlier draft preceeding the 'Snow leopard conservation 
plan for Mongolia Draft' published by WWF in March 2000. The snow leopard faces multiple threats in the 
Himalayan region, from habitat degradation, loss of prey, the trade in pelts, parts and live animals, and 
conflict with humans, primarily pastoralists. Consequently, the populations are considered to be in decline 
and the species is listed as Endangered in the IUCN's Red List. As a 'flagship' and 'umbrella' species the 
snow leopard can be a unifying biological feature to raise awareness of its plight and the need for 
conservation, which will benefit other facets of Himalayan biodiversity as well. Some studies of snow 
leopards have been conducted in the Himalayan region. But, because of its elusive nature and preference 
for remote and inaccessible habitat, knowledge of the ecology and behaviour of this mystical montane 
predator is scant. The available information, however, suggests that snow leopards occur at low densities 
and large areas of habitat are required to conserve a viable population. Thus, many researchers and 
conservationists have advocated landscape-scale approaches to conservation within a regional context, 
rather than focusing on individual protected areas. 
This regional strategy for WWF's snow leopard conservation program is built on such an approach. The 
following were identified as important regional issues: 1) international trade in snow leopards and parts; 2) 
the human-snow leopard conflict; 3) the need for a landscape approach to conservation to provide large 
spatial areas that can support demographically and ecologically viable snow leopard metapopulations; 4) 
research on snow leopard ecology to develop long-term, science-based conservation management plans; 
and 5) regional coordination and dialog. While the issues are regional, the WWF's in the region have 
developed 5-year strategic actions and activities, using the regional strategies as a touchstone, which will 
be implemented at national levels. The WWF's will develop proposals based on these strategic actions, 
with estimated budgets, for use by the network for funding and fund-raising. WWF also recognizes the 
need to collaborate and coordinate within the network and with other organizations in the region to 
achieve conservation goals in an efficient manner, and will form a working group to coordinate activities 
and monitor progress. 

 

 
Notes: Consultant's report to WWF 
This document contains revisions on an earlier draft preceeding the 'Snow leopard conservation plan for Mongolia Draft', RefID: 
3213 

 








































