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INTRODUCTION

Why a Survey of the Cheetah in Zimbabwe?

At & meeting of the Parks & Wildlife Board held in Harare in
November 1985, Dr. G. Child, then Director of the Department
of National Parks and Wildlife Management, submitted a Board
FPaper "A case to permit the hunting of cheetah by high paying
foreign sportsmen', See Appendix MAM,

The position of the cheetah as a predator of domestic livestock
was discussed and there was also a suggestion that in some areas
of Zimbabwe, cheetah numbers had increased considerably over the.
last few years and the species was becoming a problem by preying:
on domestie livestock,

However, it was agreed that as very little is known about the
cheetah in Zimbabwe, and even its distribution and status was
not adeguately known, a detailed survey should be undertaken.

It was therefore agreed that on behalf of the Parks & Wildlife
Board, I would undertake the survey of the distribution and
status of this animal in Zimbabwe. In addition, information
on its role as a predator of domestic livestock should be
investigated and data collected on its natural prey and its
feeding habits, its breeding season and numbers of young born,
numbers seen together,etc.

Questionnaire Forms Prinied (See Appendices "B", M"C" and "D").

After the Board meeting and on my return to Bulawayo, and
following discussions with the Director of National Parks and
Wildlife Management and the Chairman of the Parks Board, I had
thousands of two different questionnaires printed, together
with an explanatory letter, I was about to distribute these
questiconnaires to ranchers etc., when it was reported by the
Chief Ecologist, Dr, D, Cumming, that the Research Branch of
National Farks already had a co-ordinator of cheetah ( Mr. G.
Sharp), who had been looking into the very. same problem since

1380,

In February 1986, I wrote to the Chairman of the Board seeking
clarification on whether the survey should be continued or not
and Dr. €. Saunders replied on 12th March 1986, indicating
thet Mr. G. Sharp and I should work together on the project.
{See his letter, Appendix "E"}.

. Visit to Gary Sharp at Chipinda Pools

As advised by Dr. Saunders, I visited Mr. Sharp at Chipinda
Pools in April 1986, and we agreed on a joint plan of action.

I then commenced with my part of the survey and concentrated
on the Midlands, West Nicholson and the North~western parts
of Zimbabwe, and Gary Sharp concentrated on the S5.E. lowveld.
However, even though Gary Sharp was responsible for the S.E.
lowveld, I did send guesticnnaires to some of the ranchers in
his area, in order to obtain an overall picture of the dis-
tribution of cheetah in Zimbabwe.
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It was agreed that we would both submit preliminary reports on
our respective areas and that the final report for recommend-
ations to Government would be a joint one by Gary Sharp and I,

This paper therefore represents a report on the areas covered
by myslef together with my own recommendations,

In order to obtain a clearer picture of the cheetah situation
in Southera Africa as a whole, I visited South West Africa/
Namibia in July 1987 to have a look at their cheetah problem
and also visited the De Wildt Cheetah Breeding Centre near
Pretoria.

THE CHEETAH

As a result of a considerable amount of work done in South
West Afrlca/ﬂamibia ‘and now our own preliminary survey in
Zimb‘ﬂ‘e it is clear that thesehtwo countrles,prgaently . 8up-.

R

Lo 'prkvata.land;‘

Cheetah are extremely shy and secretive animals, especially on
farm land where they are hunted continually, and even though
the speclies is diurnal in nature, it is very seldom seen,

From work done by Mr. D. Morsbach in S.W.A./Namibia, it was
found that males have a home range of ca. 800 km© and females
almost double that size at 1 500 km®, and that the home ranges

shifted from year to year. It is also known that cheetah
moved considerably from omne farm to the next and very seldom
remained in the same area for long, However, females with

small cubs would remain in the same ares for several monthz
until the cubs were large enough to move with them,

Females are geunerally solitary animals but do remain with
their cubs until they are about 18 months of age, at which
time the males in the litter would go off by themselves and
females would seperate, thus becoming solitary and breeding
animals.

Males on the other hand form 'batchelor' groups and these
would remain together as a group of which one or more would
mate with a female in oestrus. Males were either soclitary
or more usually consigt of groups of from 4 - 7 animals.

In Zimbabwe the main natural prey of the cheetah is thought
to be the young and sub-adults’ of the larger antelope, such
as kudu, sable, tgessebe, and occasionally even zebra. Alsao
immature and adult reedbuck, duiker, steenbok, impala and
warthog. They will also feed on hares and game birds arnd a
wide variety of smaller species. However, the prey species
taken depends entirely on the size of the cheetah group and
the availability of food.

In National Parks and Game Reserves, c¢heetah numbers are lower
in areas where large predators, such as lion, leopard and
hyena occur as thease caraivores are not only competing pred-
ators, but they will also catch, kill and eat cheetah when-
ever poasible.
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Map 1 shows the distribution of cheetah in Zimbabwe. At a

first glance it appears as if cheetah occur in several distinct
populations or areas in Zimbabwe, However, at the present

time and with the limited amount of ground covered by the sgurvey,
it will not be poeasible to say if this is in fact an accurate
assegsment of the distribution of cheetah in the country, and a
lot more field work is necessary.

It is also very evident from the completed guestionnaire that
while cheetah do occur in fair numbers on some of the larger
ranches, the greater majority of ranches in the country do not
have cheetah at all,

92% of the farmers completing the questionnaire indicsted that -
cheetah moved from their farm to adjoining ones and 17 farmers _
had reported to me perscnally that cheetah pass through both game
and cattle fences without difficulty. In the caze of game

fences where the lower wire strands are very cloee together, the
cheetah will climb up the fence and then squeeze through the

fence where the strands are sufficiently wide enough apart,

Southern Zimbabwe Lowveld

In the southernparts of Zimbabwe, forty one farmers reported
the presence of cheetah on their properties, with an estimared
population of 651 cheetah, (See Table 1).

After visiting many of the farms in the area and after discuss-
ions with dozens of farmera who know the area very well, it is
evident that the 651 cheetah must be an exceptionally high
figure. _

We know for instance that there are very few cheetah on Notting-

ham and Sentinel ranches, and yet a figure of 45 animals is
given. The same applies to many other farms.

We alsc know that cheetah move a great deal from one farm to

the next and so the same few animals or groups are geen by
geveral different farmers,

I would suggest that there is not more than a total of 250
cheetah in the entire southern parts of Zimbabwe.

Midlands

Cheetah occur on at least 20 ranches in the Midlands area, and
according to the guestionnaire, the group size ranges from

0 or 'not sure' to a maximum of 12 animals, with a total pep-
ulation of 135 cheetah {Table 2).

The writer spent many days in this area and after questioning
the owners/managers of the varicus ranches where cheetakh are
known to occur, is convinced that the cheetah is not as great
a problem in the area as many people purport it to be.

As a result of continuaily moving from one ranch to the pext,
the same animals are often seen uy several different farmers.
Congequently, and again as is the case of the lowveld, the
writer ig of the opinion that the total cheetah population in
the entire area must be less than 30 znimals, even though
raturned questionnaires show the numbers to be 135 animals.
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The majority of ranchas did not regard cheetah as a problem.

However, one farmer (Seymour-Smith) regarded cheetah as 5.

nuisance even though he does not have cattle on his ranch or
sguffer any cattle lossges. He did, however, feel that
cheetah kill many of his sub-adult antelope.

North-Eéatern Zimbabwe

Completed questionnaires were returned from 29 farmers in this
part of Zimbabwe in the area between the Harare/Chirunda rocad
and the Harare/Mtoko rcad.

There were three 'possible! sightings of single cheetah in the
Chinhoyi area but in all cases there appeared to be some doubt
about the information. One can therefore very safely say that
if there are any cheetah at all in that part of the country,
they must be very rare indeed - or possibly vagrants.

North-Western Zimbabwe

Cheetah were reported from the following farms in the area:

1. H.P. Bennie, Hapkano Ranch 4 cheetah
2. H.A. de Vries, Sikume Estates 6 cheetah
3. b. Steffen, Umkomboe Ranch 10 cheetsh
4, A.J. Chatham, Luge Ranch 2 cheetah

There is alsc evidence that they occur throughout the Forest
Reserves and several other farms in the arem west of the
Victoria Falls/Bulawayo road between Hwange Naticnal Park and
the Zambezi River.

Returned questionnaires indicate a total pepulation of ca. 30
cheetah on private land in the area. However this figure does
not include the Matetsi Safarl area and the Zambezi and Hwange
National Parks and the Forest Reserves.

STATE LAND

Hwange National Park

From evidence obtained from the staff of National Parks zand from
perscnal observations, it was found that cheetah occur in very
few of the National Parks of Zimbmbwe and it is only in the
Hwange National Park that & secure population exists. Wilscn
(1975) estimated the population to be ca, 80 chestah in 1573,
and in gpite of many sightings by tourists and the staff of the
National Parks, there appears to be little evidence to suggest
that it is any higher today.

I have visited the park continually, and at least 3 - 4 times a
year since 1973, and on only cne occasion have 1 seen cheetah
recently. (December 1986 when 6 males were seen at Shuamba
Fan).

There is evidence that leopard prey on cheetah and spotted
hyena could well represent a threat to the species in the Park. .

Gempetition with the larger carnivore, e.g., lion, lecpard and
spotted hyena, must be considered as a reml threat to cheetah
and it is unlikely that the population will get any higher in
the foreseeable future, '
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The cheetah population in the Hwange National Park should there-

fore be considered to be approximateyl 80 animals, while Mr,
Gavin Best (Warden at Sinamatella) feels that there are not
more than 12 cheetah in the entire Sirnamatella area of the Park.

Matetsl Safari Area/Kazuma National Parl/Zambezi National Park

According to Mrs S.L. Worsley (Ecologist at Matetsi) cheetah
are fairly common in the southern half of the Matetsi area,
favouring the open grassland like Kazuma Pan and the large
vleis on Units 3, 4 and 5. (See Map 2). There are also
sightings of cheetah outside the Matetsi Safari and protected
areas and they are known to occur on the Matetsi River Ranch
and near the Fuller Forestry Headquarters on Waterford vlei.

In the northern parts of the Matetsi area along the Zambezi
there are very few sightings. They have been seen on Westwoad

vlei, on Unit 7, along the Zambezi River in the Zambezi National

Park and near the Kazungula fleood plain.

Mrs S.L. Worsley (pers. comm.) estimates the Matetsi cheetah
population to be ca. 60 animals and feels it is higher than the
Hwange National Park population. She therefore feels that
there are less than 60 chectah in the entire Hwange National
Park where I estimate the population to be about 80 animals.
However, Ecologist Booth estimates the population of cheetah in
Matetsi to be in the region of 100 animals, which is 40 more
than suggested by Mrs Worsley.

The Matetsl area is one of the very few places in Zimbabwe that
is known exceptionally well and is being thoroughly covered by
two full time ecologists and even in this small area there is a
difference of opinion ranging from 60 to 1Q0 cheetah. This in
itself is important as it shows how difficult it is to obtain
accurate data orn cheetah numbers., '

Other data for the Matetsi areaz is as follows:

a) Mr. Green Toto (Unit 6) Katombora Safaris, says " % 30
cheetah on concession.

b} Mr. Peter Johnstone (Unit 3) Rosslyn Safaris, says
"cheetah come and go', and "kill my game'l.

c¢) Mr. Piet Hougaard (Unit 4) Victoria Falls Hunters, says
m I 20 sightings in past six months'.

d) Mr. Piers Taylor (Unit 1) Trophy Hunters Africa, says
"10 cheetah on concessiont.

It is interesting to note that the research staff in the area
suggest that there could not Ye more tham 2 ~ 3 cheetah on the
concession occupied by Mr. Toto (Unit 6), where he says there
are at least 30 animals.

Matobo National Park

There are occasional sightings of cheetah in this lational Park
and surrounding hills.

The population in the entire area cannot be more than about 5
animala.

There are also occasional recorde of single females on the
Matcpecs Research Station.




bh.2.4, Chizarira & Matusadona National Parke & Chete, Chirisa
Safari areas

Cheetah occur in both National Parks but as there are very few
sightings it is impossible to give an estimate of population

aize, Again it would appear as if the population is very low.
They have also been recorded in the Chete/Chirisa safari areas.

The entire population in the mid-Zambezl area along the shore
of Lake Kariba indicates that there may be about 10 - 20
animals in the valley.

4.2.5., Mana Pools & Lower Zambezi

In the Mana Pools National Park and surrounding area there
appears to be a very small number of cheetah.

Mr. Steven Pope (Chipembire Photo Safaris) feels there are
less than 20 in the area and that he was the first person to
record cheetah at Nyamatusi Plain (Mana Pools) in 1982.

Senior Ranger Andy Hunter says "there is a family of cheetah
rnear the Chewore River mouth which was 6 in 1986, now only 2
seen - probably high predation disturbance and competition may
te cause of reduced numbers",

4,2.6, Gonarezhou

Sherry (Departmental Records) estimated the population of
cheetah in 1976 to be ca. 20 animals.

CONCLUSICNS

Unfortunately, due to commitments with many other projects here in
Zizbabwe and elgewhere in Africa, it has not been possible to devote
as much time to the cheetah survey as I would have liked.

However, I did manage to travel extensively in Zirbabwe and vigited
many cof the farms where cheetah were a problem and also discussed the
issue with many farmers, conservationists, bioclogists, geovernment
cfficials etec,

There is no doubt about it, that a-greatsnumber ol farmeraiEreonnon.
longer:prepareditorhavetcheetah“on™théir~formaras.sthey  saysthatwther
species risnofvnotecondmicalivaluesto™themy  Aswarresult-manyrchestih
arexkilledwillegalkysandcburiedy

i . s S N IR T g B TS S s o
-Inrsome-areasg~of~Zimbabwejrandrespecially i tthe vl dwveld ™ (§ ¥ ¥ ana
?S%Wﬁ&ﬁchpetahgggqggygxgppearytorbeﬁincrggsingwandqare;becomingwaﬂrealv
nuisance-,

It aprears as if this increase of cheetah has been brought about by
several factors, namely:

1, Reduction of large carnivores in the way of lion, leopard and
hyena and therefore the only enemy of the cheetah is man.

2 Higher survival rate of cheetah cubs as a result of less pred-
atorg and more food and consideratle bush encroachment in some
ATEAS .




3 A large number of cattle and game fences increases the hunting
success of cheetah where they have been seen chasing game into
such fences in order to catch them.

4, Bush encroachment together with the large number of thickly
wooded rocky outcrops have provided ample protection for the
cheetah and consequently their cubs.

Se The hunting and disturbance that has taken place over the years
has made the surviving cheetah more secretive and cunning, and
cheetah generally do not return to a kill - which makes control
of them even more difficult., -

6. Finally, cheetah move vast distances and a group of cheetah or
even solitary animals, will have a home range covering hundreds
of kilometres. Therefore, once they have killed an animal and
fed, they could be on an adjoining farm many kilometres away by
the next day.

It was evident during the survey in the field, discussions with many
farmers and.ranchers, and from the results analysed from the question-
naires, that most people do not have any idea how many cheetah exist
on their land at any one time, This is to be expected and quite
natural. Tt is obvious that many farmers exagwxerated the number of
cheetah on their land - especially when many wished to emrthasise

that cheetah were a nuisance,

Others exaggerate numbers of cheetah on their land so they could
possibly get a permit to hunt cheetah on licence, while some even
reported the presence of cheetah on their land - even taough they
do not exist there.

A farmer who had purchased his farm only a few months previously,

but lives in Bulawayo 200 km away, indicated that he had 17 cheetah
en the farm and that even though they had not as yet killed any live-
stock, they would do so in the future. He made it guite c¢lear that
he did not want cheetah on his land} After I had discussions with
the previous owner (who had lived on the property for 10 years prior
to his selling it), and with adjoining land owners, it was evident
that no cheetah whatspever existed in the area anyway.

Itwwaswfoundstovbe almost impogsiblentorgive any vaccuratesfigures:
ofscheetah<niimbers. due to many factors, especially as they are so
secretive and extensively hunted. Taking all things inte account,

I am therefore of the cpinion that the cheetah populaticn in Zimbabwe
can be broken down as follows:

1. N.W. Zimbabwe ca. 120 cheetah
2. Midlands cAa. 30 cheetah
%. Southern Zimbabwe ca. 250 cheetah

4, Middle Zambezi Valley ca. %0 cheetah

5. (Gonarezhou ca. 20 cheetah

6, Other areas ca. _20 cheetah
TotF LI PO Y

—




On the other hand the. quastionnairesvthatﬁwerefretufhédmindwcatadra+
totalpopulation:of+caivl0llYeéHedtah

A very similar situation exists in South West Africa/Namibia. The
official figure of cheetah in that country (as a result of a question-
naire sent to farmers) was about 6 000 animals, and yet after a very
detailed study carried out by Mr. D. Morsbach, and after capturing

and marking many animals and fitting them with radio collars, he
estimated the population to be about 2 Q00 te 3 000 animals. {See
Appendix ¥ - which is a photocory of a letter to me from Mr. Morsbach
which is most important and self-explanatory).

More detailed cheetah research in Zimbabwe is essential if we are ever
to achieve any meaningful results,

DISCUSSION AND RECCMMENDATIONS

CheetahpinyZimbabwesarevclassifidd ¥ aesSpeciallyxProtected2Speciesy
and as such may not be hunted or killed without suthority from the
Director of the Department of National Parks and Wildlife Management,
and are alsc an Appendix 1 animal with CITES,

Thesmajority#n(80%)-of=farmers«whosomnucattlesrranchésxin Zinbabvwevwith:
cheetahupresentvon~their:land P regard the*syécies dsva v problém=animall
and feel that the cheetah is a threat to their livestock and will not
tolerate this loss. There are also a small number of game ranchers
who view the cheetah as a '‘nuisance' as they kill the young and
immature wild antelope. They are now keen to preserve game animals

as they can see the economical value of game on their land which ia
uged for safari operations.

In addition, manygfarmerswviewwth&;cheetéh?hsram@nqda¢pggﬂi@hgng@»

a“ggprotscrﬂthe"cheetah.»

One rancher, Mr B.K. Cawood of Mwenezi wrote to me as follows - and

I quote "Deaths of calves since the beginning of December to 25th
March 1987 were 15 calves with another five badly mauled" and "In

the 1984/85 calving season I lost 32 calves out of a total of 130,
over 25%. Is it not time for the 'ardent conservationists' to put
their money where their mouths are and help pay for our cost of
feeding the cheetzh in order to ensure ‘their survival. To be honest,
I can no longer afford these losses and will now start destroying all
vermin" unguote. '

48 a result of cheetah having no commercial value, the farmer is of
the opinion that the animal has no place on his farm - and he does
not want it.

In-viewrofi-the -fact -that in-Zimbabwe “the <cheetah is-a3-'Specially
Protected..Species'. ~ internationally .Tregarded as an 'endangered:
specieglandrigva- serious threat..to. cattlefarmers as<a-result-of
killingudivestock v=~and “has no-commercial-value-to.thefarmer; many
-arevquietidy-and-illegally killed each’ year without *the-authorityrand..
‘Knowledge-of.the National Parks ‘staff:
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These animals are disposed of by burying them on the farma end nothing
more im heard of the incident.

As a regult of thie unsatisfactory amction an extremely valuable animal
and resource is wasted,

After discussing the situation with many people in South Africa, S.W,
Africa (Namibia), Zimbabwe and elsewhere, I would like to suggest
various measures to conserve the cheetah in this country which we hope
will satisfy some of the farmers who are losing cattle to cheetah, and
alsc satisfy intermational wildlife agencies.

My ‘recommendationsTare as follows:
¥

1. Specially Protected Species

I believe it would be disastrous to remove cheetsh from the
'Specially Protected Species' list as this would appear as if
Zimbabwe is not interested or has no concern for such an endangered
species. It would not loeck goed im the eyes of the international
community. I therefore feel that it should remain a 'specially
protected species’

2 Limited Hunting on Licence on a Quota System

1 sincerely belijeve the farmer who suffers stock losses as a

result of cheetah predation should be compensated for such losses
and gInfeel-the;DepartmentEofiNationalyRarkssandyaiiitdlifentanage -«
mentrshowld s iow“_mlimx%eawﬁwmh&rﬁnfﬁche@tah*. Behot®omrlicence
to regiatered safari operators. This could be done on a guota
syatem, worked out by National Parks, and farmers suffering stock
losses can apply for a permit to shecot a certain number of cheetah
each year, This quota permit system should only apply to the
areas of Zimbabwe where there are great stock losses - e.g. in the
Mwenezi/Beitbridge/S.E. Lowveld/West Nicholson areas.

ThesDe partme ntxofeNat ¥onalParkarand s Wild TifesMatagensat®EHould
ralsovapply st s¥CITES O "a  quvtavso~skingrofiacheetahmshotwon#licence
canyvbeximportedsintosthetUdited i gtatés ™ Europewetc.,

3. Capture of Cheetah

Many farmers and National Parks staff{ support the idea of capt-
uring problem cheetah instead of destroying them. I recently
vigited South West Africa/Namibia to see exactly how this is done
there, and I am convinced that we can do the same here in Zimbabwe.
I would therefore recommend that .whenever.and*whéreveripossible,
chgg;ahwshould1bekcapturedrand:nsedwasnauggesteﬂninﬁﬁqwmkybelow.

b, Cheetah Breeding Centre

In view of the fact that there could be a declines in cheetah

numbers in Zimbabwe due to the possible issuing of hunting licences,
Iswould recommend the establishment of a-cheetah:breeding:centre.:
This would ensure the survival of the species in captivity and if a
large enough group is established and bred successfully in captivity,
they could be re-introduced back into the wild if it was ever
necesgsary to do s0,

To this end I would offer facilitiesa at Chipangali Wildlife Orph-
anage in Bulawayo as a possible breeding centre,.
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5 Special Cheetah Area

Ivrecommendsthatvazlargevarearhe get agide for chédtah*wherexnos
huntingycapturing«eteiysis carriedoutvadd vwherejevensif asome .
stock.lossen do;occurjinorlicencesare vissuéd~toishoot “thevoffend-
4Angscheetah.

I belleve that the north-western part of Zimbabwe incorporating
the area between the Victoria Falls Road and the Botswana border
and from the Zambezi River to the svuthern boundary of the Hwange
National Park be considered am that area.

The area sheuld also include-the Ngamo and Sikume forest reserves,
(See Map 3, Area 1).

6, Reéearch

I would suggest that much more detailed research on cheetah ia
undertaken. As the behaviour of cheetah can vary in different
areas of its distribution - more detailed knowledge in Zimbabwe
is required.

I would therefore recommend that two separate areas of invest-
igation be considered:

a) N.W. Zimbabwe: (Map 3 - Area 1)

This area would support an undisturbed cheetah population
where an abundance of wild animals exist and a small number
of domestic stock.

b) South East &% South West Lowveld: (Map 3 - Area 2)

In this area cheetah should be hunted on licence by safari
operators, c¢aptured for the breeding programme and shet on
permit as a stock killer, In other words, an area of maximum
utiligaticon of the species.

7. Permits to Shoot Cheetah which are Stock Raiders: (Map 3 - Area 3).

In view of the very small cheetah population in the Midlands area,
I recommend that no safari hunting is allowed. However, if
cheetah do kill livestock, a special permit to shoot the offending
animal should be issued by the Department -« ag is the case at

the preseant time. '

Vivian J, Wilson
Director -~ Chipangali Wildlife Trust,
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® DISTRIBUTION OF CHEETAH SIGHTINGS IN THE MATETSI PARKS AND WILDLIFE ;
COHPLEX 1985-86, ;

‘Information provided by Mrs. Sue Worsley.
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APPENDIX "A" ..

BOARD PAFER

A CASE 70 PIRMIT THE HUNTING OF CHEETAH BY HIGH PAYING FOREIGN SPORTSMEN

Following the drouzht there has been widespread heavy predation on
domestic livestock by nyaena, leopard aund cheestah. The hyaena problem
seems to be mest serious on Communal Land 2nd the ¥asvinge problem-
animal-ceoantrol units eliminated at least 58 in October alone., There
have been few complaints against leopard, but many =2gainst cheetah
although stock losses, mainly czlves, have besn heuvy due to boin
species. Cueeiah is a Specially Protected Specizs and some 200 are
knowan to have been destroyed illegally and left to rot on the vali by
generally conservation conscious farmers. It nas been virtuslly .
impossible to obtain evidence ageinst these farmers,

Thne divergence in landholder attitudes detween cheetah and leopard
appear to emanate from the diflference in legal sitatus of the two
species, whereas farmers have tae right to use leopard and can flus
cowpensate for the soclial cost of having the species on their lend

tnis is not possible in the casge of eneetazh. As a conssjuence
tend to be Gestrored on 3ight and tals breach of legizlation is
condoned oy public opinion which explains the withholding of evidines
azainst the perpeirators.

Zizbatwe can not afford to for rego the less of pobentinl bensfiis
revresenied by the wastzful destruction of 200 and perhaps dhng noLre
cheetzh., While lzss atiractive than a lsopard 28 2 huntatls tradny
it is nevertheless a valuable addition o tne poiential range of
aninals fhzt could e hnunted on many provertiss.  Tue availabilil;
of this addiftional hunting svould go some way o off-zetiing the
financial losses from creetan predation and Io encouragiag lauihclders

tolerat e

3 oand it aisht be wise 12 hunting
o allow omly a limited off-%ak=
e i *o"ﬁd trat Jlmhabua
ore -han 100 gdnn to e
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Lnetier or not thelr home ecounirios wWill peroiit sporizten to import

2zl Sropaiss will te 4 mutier of negotiation between ta2 oporlonen
Ta‘f; ment Aulthoritles., If limited controlled
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= C
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Appendix "“AM Continued

2, The species could be delisted as a Specially Protected Spocies
but a high measure of control could atill be effected through the control
on expeoris.

wmile the seconi zliernative may be preferadble in the spirit of
tpe Parks and <ild Tifz Let, 1975, it might Jack ecredibility in the eyes
of importing countriac. Pha Tirst metnod may therefore be preferable,
at least while Zizmbatwe zeels international acceptance of this limited and

restricted trade in chezizh skias and while we gauge landholder reaction
to the proposzl at hoze. '

In offering its advice the Board should be aware that Zimbabwe is
one of a group oI Ian o5 that are party to CITES which have been
eriticised by imporii os for being "too use orientated” towards
its wildlife,  Alread auccassfully negotiated toe ¢ ntrolled
export 2z1d accepiabili rocodile and leopard parts and derivatives
vy importing states and In® sddition of cileetah might serve to "outlive
our welcome',

Amainst this iz taat proteciionism and attewpts to Gestroy
internal trade have fallsd 23 55 well illusirated by %the raino sag2

in Africa. Thiz is 2150 »ell illustrated by the divergent atiitudes
to chestah =znd leopard oF landholders ia this country, where thae social
costs of tolerating such predators is perceived to be haigh by the reocle
best aele to conserve btred.

Tne Board's considersd advice woull oe welcosed oy the Deparizeni.

7.7, Child
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t:.”__“_m. s S ”Ehlpangall wlldllfe Truet

K _'jitferjg?*J'hl?:;.”'f_: wL PO Box 1057 N .
e D B

‘ZIMBABWE .

SURVEY OF THE DISTRIBUTION AND STATUS OF CHEETAH IN ZIMBABWE
At & meeting of the Parks and Wildlife Board held.in Harere'in'November 1985,

thhE p051tlon of the cheetah &s a predetor of domestlc llvestock was . dlsouesed _Aﬁ ’

"i :was aleo a euggeetlon that 1n-aome areas of Zlmbahwe, cheetah numbers had
: !

'f'lncreaeed con31derably over the last few yeare and the speolee wae now bECDmlng :ﬁ

[

"'a problem by preylng -on domeetlo lerStDCk.;J

However,_lt was agreed that as. very llttle ig known ahout the cheetah 1n Zlmbabwe,~f:

_Nand even 1ts dlstrzbutlon and atatus 1e not adequately known, a detalled survey :l"

'kirshould be undertaken

It was therefore, agreed that on - behalf of the Parks and W1ldllfe Board vaduld' o

_undertake the survey of the d;strlbutlon ‘and . statue of thls anlmal 1n Zlmbabwe

'llffIn Eddltlﬂn, 1nformatlon on 1ts role as @ predator of domestlo llvestock ehould befﬁ,
o 1nveetlgated and data collected on’ 1te natural prey and its. feedlng hablts, ltS o

";Ebreedlng seaeon and numbere of yDUng born, numbere seen together, eto

'aWe would therefore, appreolate your partlolpatlon 1n thls survey and I would be

host. grateful if you would please be good enough to complete thie attached
j”ti“questlonnalre and return it to me as soan as pOSSlblE o } L
- -Q:Even 1f you do not haue cheetah .on your land I would Stlll be grateful for a f.r_

' -'nll return

Thls proJect 13 aponsared by. the Chlpangall W1ld11fe Trust (Zlmbabwe) and’ the._
IWorld W1ldllfe FUnd (Switzerland) and- 15 belng undertaken on behalf of “the

_Natlonal Parke and W1ldllfe Board of Zlmhahwe, of which I am a member

:PLEASE HELP BY RETURN{NG THE ATTAEHED QUESTIDNNAIHE T0 THE ABDVE ADDHESS AND I
LDDK FDRWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU. - '_f ' ' :

L

R T .. . 77 . ... Yours very sincerely

T UYIVIAN J, WILSON o
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‘ ;féUﬂUEZ;EF'THE‘DISTREHUTIDN_AND STATUS_OF cHEETAH'IN'ziMEABwE,*'
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Please help by answerlng “the. follow1ng twenty questxnns, and return tc Ehlpangall,

f PO Box 1057, Bulawayo

1.
2
3,
4.
5.
L=
"7
B.
9.
0.
-_11

Yuur name'.'.f;.}i.f.;;}....u.:.;;;..:71.;..;.;..;;..;;}...;..:;.;;l:.. ...... .
Pastal Addreaa- ..;...l..;;;gﬁ.tﬂ;;}..;.L.:.;;...;;”.;;;:;;;-;glﬁ:;;.;.:}.::..
Name of. Farm/ﬂanch/?raperty. s ;;;Q;;.u.;.q-;,.{.;;};...;:l..;;};ﬂ..;.
Size- DF Prnperty.-... .}.;..;...; ...... ....;;....;{.,;..;....i;...- ..... ;}.;L..
Haw long ‘have you llved on, the property7- .;.{...,.5..;;.Z..g}..L.;,;.:...;..w:

{ Dn cheetah wccur an the - propertyT i“;',' E"'; S I:f!;.'ji' 5::i71Y357N0; #.* ﬂ;
Apprux1mately number af cheetah an’ your perErty7' .;:{EL;};l.f:,;;§;{,:f;;.:::“”-‘
.Are cheetah numbers lncrea51ng/decreaSLng/statlc? ._ -.'l ';f.- .; ,.”_. *

Do cheatah prey on- yaur dumestlc stnck7°

HDW many dumestzc llvestock dld cheetah klll An 19857'ffg.":.
What spec1es of domestlc stack were kllled by cheetah in 19857. (GlVB dBtallS)

land? .
15, Are cheetah a ‘nuisance on yuur land?: _'-'i- : ' o . Yes/No  *
16, Do cheetah move from your property to ad301n1ng ranches7 S h-iYes/No *
'17; D6 ‘cheetah breed on yuur property7’ e o o -_' ~ Yes/No- *
. 18. Is. W1ldllfe in general plentlful an your land - (Elve detalls}
19, Could I please-have permiésidh to visit ydur-property?: o "-‘: Yes/No * |
20, If I did visit your property, would I see cheetah?: - .. ' 4 Yes/No ' *.
-Signature ... ee e i
Thank yDu S0 much for your co—operatlon
Delete 1napp11cable ) ' ' _
© ..




APPENDIX "D

CHIPANGALI WILDLIFE TRUST

CHEETAH SURVEY

I. In my opinion the Cheetah in Zimbabwe has a population status of:

(@) . @bUNdant

(b) s satisfactory

(€} e TATE

(d) o potentially endangered
(€) . URKNOWN

2. | regard the cheetah as:

(3) e 3 DUisance and threat to fivestock
() s With indifference .
(€} e A valuable species

3. In my opinion the best regulated use of the cheetah in this country is: -

(2) e @S @ game animal
{b) e 25 2 fUlly protected species
4, In my opinion, the controlled harvest of cheetah by sport-hunting would have:
(3} e adverse effects on populations
(b) e 30 iNSIgnificant impact on populations
(€} e @ positive nfluence on populations

5. It is my impression that poaching or illegal hunting is currencly:

(2} e Significant and increasing

(b) e Significant and steady (not increasing or decreasing)
(€} e Significant and decreasing

{d) . inSignificant

6. It is my opinion that the effect of sport-hunting on cheetah would:

() e, GUFtail poachingfillegal hunting
() S — be insignificant on level of poaching/illegal hunting
() . €nhance poachingfitlegal hunting '
7. Concerning the foreseeable future of the cheetah in Zimbabwe | would:
(3} womnm prohibit all trophy hunting
(b) e discourage trophy hunting
(€} e €NCOUTage trophy hunting

8. My experience andfor qualifications in judging the population and conservation-management status of the cheetah
include: (check as many as applicable)

(3) o professional hunting for ... years

(B} i gaM@ Warden or enforcement agent for ... years

(Q) e Wildlife blologist andfor administrator for ... years

{d) e Fanch manager for ... years

{€) i Other (Please specify} for years

Additional comments:....ee

Name:....... Signature:
Address: Date:
Telephone:

PLEASE RETURN.TO: V. ]. WILSON, P.O. BOX 1057, BULAWAYO, ZIMBABWE.

TYI'OCRAFTERS—P, 106624
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S Telephone 707624 1t !ihmhnne 235 _=.
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12th March 1986 -

- Vivian J Wilson Esq )
V' Director’ .
- Chipanggli Wildlife Trust o - o _ : .

P 0 Box 1057 = . _ o -
BULAWAYD - : e - o -

_Dear VU‘ (

The Cheetah Problem . o S E - _ LT

Fhank you for your letter of 28th February 1986, and far the enclosures.

I am pleased that you have wrltten to me,.es there has aoparently been,
-insufficient communication between all those concerned. Let me say right at -
- the outset that myseilf and my Board would wish your work to contlnue but it
. is JUSt as well to clear the air and get off on the right foot from the start

My thoughts oould be summarised as_follows:
(i) Gary Sharp is the primary co-ordinator for cheetah in Zimbabwe,
' and has been since 1980, has accomplished some sound preliminary
| work and is very much aware of the current protlenm,

(ii) As the key man in the Gona re Zhou, our second largest National Park,
and as the only Ecologist in the south-east of the country, Gary has,
"a very heavy primary work load. This situation is greatly aggravated
by the restricted time and financial and logistic resources at his
_disposal. C

(iii)  We appear to have an esoaiating "cheetah problem" in various ranching
‘ +areas, and the Board and the Department are faced by a dilemma which we
oannot solve without further information and understanding, .

{iv) Me need to know more about our cheetah about their numbers, distribution
status, breeding biology, feeding and predatlon habits, and their
population dynamics, in relation to trends in ollmatlc conditions,
habitat changes, and land use patterns.

-{v) We also need to know much more about the problems, attitudes, and
practices of land holders with cheetah on their properties.

4

(vi} * ‘You, as a member of the SSC eat specialist group of IUCN, have the
“interest, the credentials, the time, and the financial resources which
will enable the necessary field work and claoser study in problem areas ta
be carried out. You also have the sanction of the Parks & Wildlife
Board and the Director of National Parks & Wildlife Mansgement to pursue
this matter. : :

) IN HARMONY WITH NATURE . /2 ...
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Page 2

You therefore must continue, and I would strongly suggest the following:

Your first task should be to visit Gary Sharp at Chipinda Paols, and to discuss
a sensible strategy with him,

.You should concentrate on the problem ranching areas in the south-east lowveld,
the Midlands, and possibly north-west Matabeleland.

When you come to turn your attention to segments of the Wild Parks and Wildlife
Estate, where we have a lack of information, but ro apparent problem, you will
require to obtain from Dr Cumming a research permit, and obviously to liaise d
and co-operate as fully as possible with David Cumming and his staff, as well as
Parks personnel in the management branch. The Director will undoubtedly assigt
you here,

Gary Sharp will presumably wish to publish in time his findings and his
recommendations in respect of Zimbabwe's cheetah population. You would not

wish to pre-empt or prejudice this work. I would regard your work and the
additional time, expertise, and rescurces which you will be able to bring to .
bear on the problem, as not in conflict, but complementary to Gary's work. ”

I would suggest that you consider a Joint publication, as a member of the Parks
and Wildlife Board in collaboration with the National Parks Ecologist with
primary responsibility for cheetah.

When you visit Gary, I suggest that you should discuss this matter candidly with
him. He has sent me a copy of the letter which he wrote to you at about the same
time as you wrote to me.

I believe thatwe are fortunate in having two mature, sincere, and committed
people who could assist in providing insight into the fascinating dilemma which
we face in respect of our cheetah, and 1 lock forward to a close liaison between
all those concerned who are genuinely interested in the problem.

When you do come to the lowveld, please come and stay with me, but get down
to see Gary as a matter of prierity, h

I loock forward encrmously to hearing of progress in your work, sa please get
cracking and let me know of anything else which I can do to assist.

Kind regards

Yours sincerely

/\ .
Lyt § et 1
Or C R Saunders
CHALRMAN IR
- _._'_____.--"'
cc Dr G F T Child, Director of National Parks & Wildlife Management
Dr B H M Cumming, Chief Ecalogist (Terrestrial) ‘
G J Sharp Esq, Ecolegist (Terrestrial), Chipinda Pools
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” | DEPARTEMENT VAN LANDBOU EN NATUURBEWARING 0/97 (8]

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND NATURE CONSERVATICGN

DIREKTQRAAT NATUURBEWARING
EN ONTSPANNINGSOQRDE

DIRECTORATE OF NATURE CONSERVATION
AND RECREATIQN RESGRTS

Navras / Enquirles: D, Morsbach
Telefoon / Talaphone:( 061 ) 37 5 52/3
Teleks / Talex: 50-308-3180 U varw. nr. / Your rafl. no.

I2 January 1987

Verw. nt./ Ref. no.

Mr, V.J.Wilsen APPENDIX nEv®

Chipaugali Wildlife Trust
P.0.Box 1057

Bulawaye

ZIMBABYE

Dear Mr. Wilson,

I obtained your address from the IUCN's CAT NEWS.
I was very interested to read in the Aug. '86 edition of the cheetah
survey to be undertaken by you and Gary Sharp of the National Parks

Department as a result of proposed plans to zllow trophy hunting on
cheatah.

Here in S.W.A./Namibia we have the identical problem with cheetzh,:
Cne of the bigies: and healthiest remxaining "Iree-rcaming" cheetah ;
populations of which 95% occur on private farmland. PFarmers offcourse §

view the cheutah as the major problem animal, and kill them in ever

ingreasing numbers.

I have jus@'completed a two-and-a-ha.f year fieldstudy of cheetan on
private farmland, with the following three maln objectives: _
I. What is the population size and status o cnesztah ca private farmlarf
2. What are the actual livestock losses caused 7.

3. What consarvation/control methnods could ve used to ensure the fusurd

survival of this populztion on private farmland 2.

We radio-collareé 1€ cheetah in a study area of I00 OCChectares ol
private fariland, and coliected informatiion oca mainly movement, home~-

range and diet (natural prey and especla..y live—gtock losses caused)

Alte korrespondansia moet garlg word aan Dis Sekretaris, Dapt. van Landbou an Natuurbewaring, ,
All correspondence fo be addraessed to The Secratary. Dept. of Agrlcultura and Nature Conseacvation,
Privaatsak / Privals 8ag 13306 Windhoek 904G Suicwes-Atrika £ South Wast Alrica

R AR A N PR




Appendix "F" Continued

With the basic information on moyement, homerange sizes and densities
now known (for the first time), I'm busy with a survey to deteruine a
very rough estimate of the population gize in S.West. I'™x using

oxperienced and older farmers from each farmers &association) All our
field persoﬁél in each district as well. as the stock inspectors froz
the Veterinary department who visit all farms in the country three S
a year. This information is given per "block” (approx. 600km° ) iadi

on a map, rather than per farm. This would then be used with our
departerental data on chectah killed from our permit system, in cor~
junction with my personel observations from the various districts el ti
pass 2% years.

As menticnes, these results would still only be a wery rough estimate,
the best we can do at the moment., Previcus estimates were based on
questionnaires sent to every farm in the country and these results weﬂi
tzken as the "officisl' number of cheetah for S.W.4 - said to be "€CCT
Howaver my preliminary estimaie at this early stage of the currenv su.
seems to be no more than 2000 - 3000, I am sure you van imagine whe:
"official resction™l am getting ??1!- Nobody believes me !1-

So, I was really very pleased (but with sympathy) to read of you bel. .,
in the same @iificult situation - with the near impossible task (727

civing a estimate of chectah numbers for Zimbabwe l!.

How do vou go about it ??, are there any other method then to rely o
the quesses fyom the iocals plus a good deal of thumd sucking on you

rart 777,

T would grestly avprecizie any communication, comwents, advice from : i
a5 to the best method for a reliablie cheetzh survey on private Farmiara
your situation with chettahs and the farmers, aend especially your thoo
on usirg trophy hunting as a conssrvatlon metnod for cheswtah on privs*

farmiang ?7.

2

Witn best wishes, and the very best ol Success with your survey il-

T'm lookins forward to hearirg from you,

Yours sincerely

B N\ew SZeslln

D.Uorshach

Senior rroblem Animal Hesearch C:riicer.
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Official communicaitons

should not be addressed
‘o individuals

Rel.:

DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL PARKS

" AND WIlD LIFE MEANAGEMENT
"P.0. BOX 8365, Causeway

Timbabwe

Yelephona: 707624 _
Telegrams: “PARKUFE HARARE™

13th October

. Mr. Peter Jackson, °
Chairman, ’
Cat Specialist Group,
1172, Bougy-Villars,
SWITZERLAND.,

Dear Mr, Jackeon,

Huﬁtiﬁﬁ bf éheefhh onwlicénbe H 2imbﬁbﬁe.

Following the drought in Zimbabwe several years ago there has been
widespread heavy predation on domestic livestock by cheetah,
Cheetah is-a& Specially Protected Species in Zimbabwe and as & result’
of preying on livestock meny are destroyed illegally and left to rot
on the veld and it has been almost impossible to obtain evidence
against these farmers. ' '

Experience suggests that cheetah are now far more common in the
"gouthern balf of the country than they were twenty years ago and as
a result of large numbers of domestic animals being. killed by
cheetah, farmers are no longer interested in preserving this species.

_ Therefbxe Zimbabwe cannot afford o forego the loss of potential
-_benefits_represented by the wasteful destruction of hundreds of
‘cheetah., =~ S _

It has been suggested that farmers who have suffered great stock
leosses as a resuli of cheetah predation should be permitted to

take off a limited number of cheetah for commercial purposes.

This could be part of the normal hunting safaris on the private

land on which the cheetah cceur and exports could be limited to !
no more than one skin per bopa fide hunting client per year; and
could be limited to farmers who have stock losses on their land,

Phe Parks & Wildlife Board intend diseussing this subject at its
next meeting which is to be held on 17%h - 18th November 1988,
1t is anticipated that a decision will be made at that meeling
concerning the hunting of this Specially Protected Species. =
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¥r. Peter Jaékson,
Cat 3pecialist Group, '
Switzerland. - 2 - 13th October 1988

The Parks & Wildlife Board would welcome your advice and would be
grateful to kmow how the Cat Specialist Group would view this
development? ' We would also welcome any other suggestions that
you may have concerning stock losses by big cats.

Enclosed please find photocopies of several letters from farmers
in Zimbabwe which clearly shows the extent of the problem in this
country. ' '

Pleagse would it be possible to have a reply by 15th November 1988
and we look forward to your valuable advice,

Yours sincerely,

W

Vivian J. Wilédn
Chairman
Parks & Wildlife Board.
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